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PREFACE 


This Study in Ezekiel was prepared by Willis E. Bishop 
through many hours of diligent poring over the Hebrew text. 
His translations of the passages are included. 

The course was taught at Good Samaritan Village, Kissimmee, 
Florida from September 19, 1995 through June 25, 1996, and 
questions and comments from members of the class are in¬ 
cluded. Studies on other portions and questions of Scripture 
which bear on Ezekiel are also attached. 

Transcriptions were made from cassette tapes with limited 
editing and an attempt to retain the teacher's style. Every 
effort was made to maintain accuracy of content. Any errors 
can be attributed to the transcriber. 

Willis E. Bishop was a professor at Washington Bible College 
from 1947 to 1982. Although he taught many different 
subjects he specialized in the Old Testament. He has spent 
many years as a careful student of the Bible and urges all 
students to be "Berean and search the Scriptures." 

There is no copyright and students are free to make copies of 
any of the material that will aid in their personal study. 


Adele H. Bishop 
Transcriber 



STUDY IN EZEKIEL 
Taught by Willis E. Bishop 
September 19, 1995 to June 25, 1996 


Introduction 

History of Ezekiel : In the time of Saul, David and Solomon the 
kingdom of Israel was established: 40 years under Saul, 40 years 
under David and 40 years under Solomon. At the end of Solomon's 
reign the kingdom was divided, the kingdom of Israel to the north 
and the kingdom of Judah to the south, and these two kingdom were 
basically in opposition to each other. The northern kingdom was 
established basically on worship at Dan and Bethel, which was heathen 
worship. The kingdom of Judah, at least to begin with, was centered 
around the temple at Jerusalem and worshipping the true God. They 
got far away from that, as we'll see in the book of Ezekiel, but that 
was the beginning. 

Then in 722 B.C. the nation of Assyria came down and carried the ten 
northern tribes into captivity to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, so 
that for a number of years there was only the kingdom of Judah. In 
the book of Ezekiel, as well as other Old Testament books, there is 
some trouble in connection with Judah, and we are dealing with the 
country of Babylon to the East. In this connection we have the 
ministry of a number of prophets. 

There is a fellow named Jeremiah, who began his ministry in 626 B.C. 
and had a long ministry, all the way down to 580 when he was taken 
into Egypt, where tradition says he died. Then there comes on the 
scene a fellow by the name of Daniel, who ministered from 606 to 535 
B.C., a long ministry as well. Then we come to Ezekiel, who minis¬ 
tered from 593 to 571 B.C. All three of these dealt with the 
southern kingdom and the captivity in the land of Babylon. 

Jeremiah ministered in the land, and he was taken at the end of his 

ministry to Egypt where he died. He was given the privilege of 

choosing whether to stay in the land during the Babylonian captivity 
and he chose to stay there. Then a group of renegades captured him 

and took him down to Egypt in 580 B.C. 

Daniel was involved in the first captivity by the Babylonians, and 
he was taken directly into Babylon and ministered there in the high 
offices, to Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar. The ministry of Daniel 
was to the high court. 

Then Ezekiel was taken captive later, and he ministered to the common 
people of Judah who had been taken into the land of Babylon. 

There are three times when Babylon came up to conquer the territory 
of Judah. In 606-605, the first one, Daniel was taken captive; in 
596 Ezekiel was taken captive; and in 586, when the city of Jerusalem 
finally fell, they were all in place: Jeremiah in the land, Daniel 
among the high court in Babylon, and Ezekiel ministering to the 
captives in the land of Babylon. 
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There are some reasons for this Babylonian captivity which Ezekiel 
is especially concerned about. 

II Chronicles 36:20 and 21 : And those who escaped from the sword 
he carried away to Babylon, where they became servants to him 
and his sons until the rule of the kingdom of Persia, to fulfill 
the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land 
had enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long as she lay desolate she kept 
Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years. 

She kept her seventy years of sabbatic rest. 

In order to get an idea of what is involved there, turn to Leviticus 
25:1 : And the Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai saying, "Speak 

to the children of Israel and say to them, 'When you come into 
the land which I am giving you, then the land shall keep a 
sabbath to the Lord. Six years you shall sow your field, and 
six years you shall prune your vinyard and gather in its fruit, 
but in the seventh year there shall be a sabbath of solemn rest 
for you, a sabbath to the Lord. You shall not sow your field 
nor prune your vinyard. What grows of its own accord of your 
harvest you shall not reap, nor gather the grapes of your un¬ 
tended vine, for it is a year of rest to the land. And the 
sabbath produce of the land shall be food for you, for you, 
your male and your female servants, and for your hired man and 
for the stranger who dwells with you, and for your livestock 
and the beasts that are in your land - all its produce shall 
be for food. 

Notice, they were to work the land six years and let the land rest in 
the seventh year, representing a sabbatical year. Then start again 
in the eighth year, or the first year of that cycle. 

One of the reasons for the Babylonian captivity was the fact that the 
people had not kept those sabbath years. I did a little figuring - 
it is just an approximation: Joshua moved into the land in 1407 B.C. 
The city of Jerusalem fell in 586 B.C. There were 821 years between 
the time Joshua entered the land and the time Jerusalem fell. In 
that 821 years they were supposed to have kept sabbath years of rest, 
and there should have been 117 sabbatic years in that period of time. 
Instead of that, they owed the Lord 70 of those. That's not a very 
good record. They didn't even keep one out of two of the times they 
were supposed to. 

The Lord said, "O.K., I'm done. I want the land to have its rest. 

I'm going to send you out of the land into Babylonian captivity for 
seventy years, and the land will get what you owe me." That was one 
of the reasons for the Babylonian captivity, and that brought Daniel, 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel to the front for their ministries. 

Q. Do you think that probably when they first went in they were 

keeping the sabbaths and as time went by they kept them less and 
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less, so that for the first 40 years or so they kept them and 
then dwindled off? 

A. We have no way of knowing for sure, but that is probably what 
happened. As you read the history of Israel and of Judah they 
just kept going away from the Lord. The northern kingdom never 
had a good king at all, and the southern kingdom only had a few 
good ones of the 19 or 20 kings during that time. They must 
have been getting worse and worse as they got nearer to 586. 

In Ezekiel you find the Lord saying, "Look, I'm not even going 
to listen to your prayers because you owe me this and I'm going 
to take it." 

There is another reason. U. Kings 21:10 ff : And the Lord spoke 

by His servants the prophets saying, "Because Manasseh king of 
Judah has done these abominations, he has acted more wickedly 
than all the Amorites who were before him and has also made 
Judah sin with his idols." [If you will recall the history of 
Manasseh, he was really a very wicked king.] 

Therefore, thus says the Lord God of Israel, "Behold, I am 
bringing calamity upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whoever hears 
of it, both his ears will tingle. And I will stretch over 
Jerusalem the measuring line of Samaria and the plummet of the 
house of Ahab [those were measurements for destruction]. I 
will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipes a dish, wiping it and turn¬ 
ing it upside down. And I will forsake the remnant of My in¬ 
heritance and deliver them into the hand of their enemies, and 
they shall become a plunder and a spoil to all their enemies, 
because they have done evil in My sight and have provoked Me 
to anger since day their fathers came out of Egypt, even to 
this day." 

Here we are told that one of the reasons for the judgment upon Judah 
and Jerusalem was because of their wickedness and their idolatry. 

That was true also of a number of the other kings, but it is very 
specific in verse 13 that God would judge the "house of Ahab, and I 
will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it 
upside down." 

Forgive me for reminiscing, but for a very short time I was the 
pastor of a very small church in Wadsworth, Ohio. A friend of mine 
was attempting to start a church there and he asked me to come and be 
the pastor. When I was through with my seminary classes on Friday I 
would get on the train at Warsaw, Indiana, ride to Canton, Ohio, take 
a bus to Greentown, where my folks lived and I had my car there; I 
would drive to Wadsworth Friday night and have a little Bible study, 
then some sermons Sunday morning and evening, and I would go back to 
Grace Seminary. But that little group of people were very kind to 
me. I was just a neophyte in the ministry and knew very little about 
what to do or say. 
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The people would invite me to their homes for lunch on Sunday and 
after the meal I would either wash or wipe the dishes. On one 
occasion in the home of one of the families, as I was washing the 
dishes the lady of the house said, "You do that just exactly like the 
Bible says." I said, "What?" She said, "Yes, in II Kings 21 verse 
13." I have tried it on a number of folks since and unless they are 
otherwise trained I think they will do it just exactly that way. 

When I wash a dish I pick it up, wash it on one side and turn it to 
wash the other side, and that is what I was doing. She said, "You're 
doing it exactly like the Bible says." When a woman does it, she 
doesn't usually do it this way. She will hold a dish and wash both 
sides without turning it over. 

God says, "I'm really going to turn Jerusalem upside down because of 
their idolatry." That's why they were now in Babylonian captivity, 
and Jeremiah and Daniel and Ezekiel were on the scene. 

One of the other reasons was false prophets. As we go through the 
book of Ezekiel we find that again and again Ezekiel condemns the 
prophets for saying what they wanted to say and not representing what 
God was saying to them. Jeremiah had one instance - the story is 
found in the whole chapter of Jeremiah, but this is one good 
i1 lustration. 

Jeremiah 28:1 ; And it happened in the same year at the beginning 

of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year and 
the fifth month, that Hannaniah, the son of Azur the prophet, 
who was from Gibeon, spoke to me in the house of the Lord in 
the presence of the priests and of all the people saying, "Thus 
speaks the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, 'I have 
broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. Within two years I 
will bring back to this place all the vessels of the Lord's 
house that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from this 
place and carried to Babylon.'" 

Notice - Jeremiah had prophesied, "You're going to be there seventy 
years." Hananiah says, "Oh no, after two years you're coming back 
from Babylonian captivity." Go to verse 9 : "As for the prophet 
who prophesies of peace, when the word of the prophet comes 
to pass that proplet will know as one whom the Lord has truly 
sent." Then Hananiah took the yoke off the prophet Jeremiah's 
neck and broke it. And Hananiah spoke in the presence of the 
people, "Thus says the Lord, 'Even so I will break the yoke of 
Nebudchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all nations 
within the space of two years.'" And Jeremiah went his way. 

In verse 15: Then the prophet Jeremiah said to Hananiah the prophet, 
"Hear now, Hananiah, the Lord has not sent you, but you make 
this people trust in a lie. Therefore, thus says the Lord God, 
'I will cast you from the face of the earth. This year you 
shall die because you have spoken apostasy against the Lord.'" 

So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month. 
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Notice - he made the prophecy in the fifth month, so it didn't take 
him very long to die. Jeremiah says (I'm saying it kindly now), 
"You're a liar, and just to prove that, you're going to die this 
year." That was the kind of prophet that the true prophets and 
people were dealing with. They were prophesying good things. When 
we come to the siege of Jerusalem they are saying, "We don't need to 
worry about that, God is going to take care of us because we're in 
Jerusalem and the temple is here." All three of the true prophets 
had prophesied that Jerusalem was going to fall and the people would 
go into captivity. Ezekiel met that again and again, so we can 
understand the kind of ministry he had. 

This is the background for Ezekiel's ministry. 

Ezekiel chapter 3, verse 5.: You are not sent to a people of 

unfamiliar speech and of hard language but to the house of 
Israel. [You speak the same language as they do.] 

Verse 2 : But the house of Israel is not willing to listen to you 
because they are not willing to listen to Me, for all the 
house of Israel are stiff-faced and hard-hearted. Because I 
have made your face strong against their faces and your fore¬ 
head strong against their foreheads, like adamant stone, harder 
than flint I have made your forehead. Do not be afraid of them 
nor be dismayed at their looks though they are a rebellious 
house. 

Verses 10 and 11: And He said to me, "Son of man, receive into 

your heart all My words that I speak to you and hear with your 
ears, and go, come to the captives of the children of Israel 
and speak to them and tell them, 'Thus says the Lord God,' 
whether they will hear or whether they will refuse." 

That was Ezekiel's ministry, and basically they did not hear. It is 
interesting that Ezekiel never seems to be discouraged about his 
tough ministry even though they were primarily against him. 

The land and the people had been taken into captivity because of 
their disobedience. Ezekiel was there to minister to them and tell 
them what was going to happen whether they liked it or not. 

About Ezekiel himself . We don't have much information about Ezekiel. 

There is nothing much about him outside of the book of Ezekiel. He 
is not mentioned anywhere else in the Old Testament and he is not 

quoted directly in the New Testament, so we have to depend on his own 

word in the book itself and then perhaps a little bit of tradition. 

Ezekiel 1:1 : Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year in the 
fourth month on the fifth day of the month, as I was among 
the captives by the river Chebar, that the visions of heaven 
were opened and I saw visions of God on the fifth day of the 
month which was in the fifth year of Jehoiachin's captivity. 
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A number of things there. In verse 1, "in the thirtieth year." 

There is a difference of opinion about just what that refers to, but 
most likely it refers to Ezekiel's age. At least that seems to fit 
the situation best. Which means that though he was a priest [of the 
priestly line] (notice verse 3: "came expressly to Ezekiel the 
priest"), this would have been the time that he would have entered 
into the priesthood and ministered in the temple if he had been in 
Jerusalem. But he had already been carried away into captivity for 
five years before he became thirty, so he had never entered the 
priesthood while he was living in Jerusalem. And we can understand 
why in the last nine chapters in the book of Ezekiel we have exten¬ 
sive information concerning a future temple and a future land. So 
his heart was in the matter even from the very beginning. 

Ezekiel was thirty years of age; he was taken captive in the fifth 
year of Jehoiachin's reign; he dates his book entirely from Jehoi- 
achin, though there was another king, Zedekiah, that followed Jehoi- 
achin. Ezekiel, as a priest, ministered to, verse 1, "the captives 
by the river Chebar." 

At this point in history we have three prophets on the scene: 
Jeremiah, Daniel and Ezekiel. It is interesting that they all had 
a specific ministry. Jeremiah, who was given his choice, decided 
to stay in the land rather than to go to Babylon, and then later was 
carried captive into Egypt - Jeremiah ministered to the remnant in 
the land of Israel. Daniel was taken captive to Babylon, but, as 
you know from the book of Daniel, he ministered to the kingly realm, 
Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, etc. Ezekiel was taken captive and 
ministered, verse 1, "among the captives by the river Chebar." 

The Euphrates River flows through what was the city of Babylon. Then 
they built a canal, which left the Euphrates above Babylon and came 
back into the Euphrates below Babylon. Archaeologists have identi¬ 
fied that canal as the river Chebar. Apparently, on that river some¬ 
where there was a place called Tel Aviv (not the Tel Aviv in the land 
of Israel today though they probably took the name from there), and 
it was there that Ezekiel ministered to the people of Israel who had 
been taken captive. So we know that much from his own record in 
Chapter 1:1-3. 

We know that he was married, happily married - Ezekiel 24:15 : 

Also the word of the Lord came to me saying, "Son of man, 
behold, I take away from you the desire of your eyes with a 
plague (or a stroke). [Then in verse 18:1 I spoke to the 
people in the morning, and at evening my wife died. [She was 
the "desire of his eyes." 

Ezekiel also had his own home in Babylon - chapter 8:1 : And it 
came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, on the 
fifth day of the month, as I sat in my house, and the elders 
of Judah were sitting before me. 
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It indicates something of Ezekiel's financial ability, and he had his 
own house, however large or small that was, in Babylon. 

Now back to chapter 1. I want to reemphasize that Ezekiel was a con¬ 
temporary of Jeremiah and Daniel - three great prophets on the scene 
at the same time. It is interesting to note that Ezekiel is not 
mentioned either in the book of Jeremiah or in the book of Daniel. 
Daniel mentions Jeremiah but he doesn't mention Ezekiel. Daniel is 
mentioned three times by Ezekiel. While they were on the scene, and 
I have no doubt but what they knew each other, yet in writing the 
Word of God the Holy Spirit led them to mention or not mention as He 
chose. 

Also, Ezekiel was an eloquent speaker - chapter 33:32 (this is the 
Lord speaking about Ezekiel): Indeed you are to them as a love 

song, a pleasant voice and playing well on an instrument, for 
they hear your words but they do not do them. 

Apparently he was a very eloquent speaker, but in spite of that they 
did not obey what he had to say. 

I have a little bit of information on Ezekiel drawn from sources 
other than the Bible. There's a fellow by the name of Epiphanus who 
wrote The Lives of the Prophets . and in that he says Ezekiel was born 
at Saresa. I have checked my sources and have not been able to find 
that location, so I don't know where it is. Also, tradition says 
that Ezekiel died in Babylon during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar and 
was buried between the rivers Chebar and Euphrates, and "for cen¬ 
turies Mohammedans and Jews made pilgrammages to a magnificent tomb 
which exists there and to the nearby synagogue named after him." 

Tradition also says that King Jehoiachin, after he had been liberated 
by Evi1-Merodach, who was the king of Babylon, erected the mausoleum 
in the adjoining building. Over the grave there was as late as the 
twelfth century a lamp continually burning, and in the synogogue 
ancient books and a sacred Torah (that is, the Old Testament) were 
preserved, alleged to have been written by Ezekiel, which were used 
for public reading, especially on the Day of Atonement. 

In the Zondervan Pictorial Bible Dictionary . there is a picture of 
the tower that is built over that tomb. Also, I have a book called 
Heaven . by Grant Jeffrey, in which he has a picture of the entrance 
to the tomb. 

Then there's another interesting thing. That is, there are a number 
of marble and black basalt tablets in Jerusalem at the present time 
which have much of the book of Ezekiel carved on them. It took a 
great deal of work to carve those tablets in the Hebrew language. 
There is some interesting history in this connection. A French 
doctor who treated some Arabs in this territory, and to pay for his 
help they gave him these tablets. It is believed they took them from 
the tomb of Ezekiel. When the doctor died that fell into the hands 
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of his daughter-in-law, who kept them for a period of years. She 
took them to Damascus and when war broke out she took them to Beirut 
where she hid them, and then down to the border of Israel. When 
peace finally came she took those tablets into Israel and turned them 
over to Ben-Zvi, president of Israel, who had them locked in the 
basement of his modest home in Jerusalem. Since his decease, his 
home has become a museum and religious institute, and only certain 
scholars are permitted to enter and see these tablets. 

They have been kept there and preserved for scholarly study. 

Ezekiel as the author . Turn to Ezekiel 6:1 and Exodus 31:1. 

Exodus 31:1 : Then the Lord spoke to Moses - 

We know from other studies that Moses wrote Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, but almost without exception, 
when Moses is spoken of he is spoken of in this way: "Then the Lord 
spoke to Moses saying." Notice verse 12: "And the Lord spoke to 
Moses saying." 

In Ezekiel chapter 6:1 notice, "The word of the Lord came to ]fie 
saying." Chapter 7 verse 1: "And it came to pass, the word of the 
Lord came to mg saying." Chapter 8 verse 1: "And it came to pass in 
the sixth year in the sixth month on the fifth day of the month as J. 
sat in mx house." The book of Ezekiel is written almost entirely in 
the first person singular - in chapter 1 verse 3, for example, he is 
mentioned by name. 

Some of the ways Ezekiel presents his message . He is very eloquent, 
remember, but when he gives his message he almost always gives an 
interpretation. So it makes it somewhat easy in most cases to under¬ 
stand what he is saying. Turn to chapter 15. 

Ezekiel 15:1 : Then the word of the Lord came to me saying, "Son 
of man, how is the wood of the vine better than any wood of 
a branch which is among the trees of the forest?" [Here he's 
talking about the wood of the vine.] "Is wood taken from it 
to make any object?" [The answer of course is no.] "Or can 
men make a peg from it to hang any vessel on?" [No.] "Behold, 
it is put into the fire for fuel. Fire devours both ends of it 
and its middle is charred. Is it useful for any work?" [No.] 

"Behold, when it was whole no object could be made from it. 

How much less will it be useful for any work when the fire has 
devoured it and it is charred." 

Here Ezekiel is presenting a lesson. Notice, he gives the interpre¬ 
tation. 

Verse 6.: Therefore, thus says the Lord God, "Like the wood of the 
vine among the trees of the forest, which I have given to the 
fire for fuel, so I will give up the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
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and I will set my face against them. They will go out from 
one fire, but another fire shall devour them. Then they shall 
know that I am the Lord when I set My face against them." 

This is the method Ezekiel uses through the entire book. He presents 
a lesson and almost without exception he'll give an interpretation. 
So, basically, you should have little problem in understanding what 
Ezekiel is writing. 

Ezekiel's Methods of Teaching . He used visions; he used symbolic 
acts; parables; proverbs; poetry; direct prophetic utterances for 
the day in which he lived and then for the future of the nation of 
Israel. 

Visions: Chanter 1:1 . the last part of the verse: I saw visions 

of God. 

Symbolic acts: Chanter 4:1 : And you, son of man, take a clay tablet 
for yourself and lay it before you and portray on it a city, 
Jerusalem. [You can picture what he is doing there.] 

Parables: Chanter 17:1 : And the word of the came to me saying, "Son 
of man, put forth a riddle and speak a parable to the house of 
Israel and say, 'Thus says the Lord God, "A great eagle with 
large wings and long pinions."’" [And in verse 1 _\] But there 
was another great eagle with large wings and many feathers. 

So he uses that parable to teach some things that we'll look at 
later. 

Proverbs: Chanter 18:1 : And the word of the Lord came to me saying. 

"What is it to you who use this proverb concerning the land of 
Israel saying, 'The fathers have eaten sour grapes and the 
children's teeth are set on edge.’" 

Poetry: Chanter 19:1 : [This was in the form of a lamentation.] 

Moreover, take up a lamentation for the princes of Israel and 
say, .... 

If you have a translation other than the King James (and I'm not 
against the King James at all) you find that this chapter is in 
poetry, based on the principle of lamentation, which in Hebrew is an 
uneven method of emphasizing the verses. But there is a lamentation 
or Israel poetry. 

Direct prophetic statements concerning the present: Chanter 22:23 : 
And the word of the Lord came to me saying, "Son of man, say 
to her, 'You are a land that is not cleansed or rained on in 
the day or redemption.' The conspiracy of her prophets in her 
midst is like a roaring lion tearing the prey; they have de¬ 
voured souls; they have taken treasure and precious things; ..." 
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And then he goes on to pronounce, in verses 27 through 31, an 
immediate judgment upon Israel. 

Direct prophetic utterances concerning the future. This is probably 
as familiar as any chapter in Ezekiel. Chapter 37:1 : The hand of 
the Lord came upon me and brought me out in the Spirit of the 
Lord and set me down in the midst of the valley, and it was 
full of bones. And He caused me to pass by them all around, 
and behold, there were very many upon the face of the ground, 
and behold, they were very dry. And He said to me, "Son of 
man, can these bones live?" And I said, "0 Lord God, You know." 

This is the famous prophecy of the valley of dry bones, which we 
will look at later. But it's a prophecy, for example, in verse 11 : 
"These bones are the whole house of Israel." 

The last part of verse 12 : You will come up from your graves and 

I will bring you into the land of Israel. [A future prophetic 
utterance.] 

Ezekiel used visions, symbolic personal acts (of various kinds) - 
parables, proverbs, poetry, direct statements of the present 
judgments, and direct prophetic utterances concerning the future. 

Ezekiel is very prolific, and he interprets what he says. Now go to 
chapter 1. 

A number of years ago in Washington, D.C. there were three daily 
newspapers: The Washington Post, The Star, and The Daily News . Two 

of those have disappeared and only the Post remains. The Dai1v News 
was a tabloid-size newspaper. One day on the front page there was a 
picture of a framework built around a large wheel. I neglected to 
date the article, but you can see the page is yellow and faded. Here 
are three men in this picture and then the large wheel. 

This is the legend: "The secret of perpetual motion is to be found 
in Ezekiel 1:12, says Charles Spurlock, ... California lumberman, who 
has built the 24-foot Ezekiel Wheel ... according to specifications 
he says he found in the Good Book. ... [H]is brother M. L. Spurlock 
... and friend Nei Heinmiller adjust counterbalances of the wheel 
which once in motion, will run forever, developing 35,000 h.p. they 
hope. " 

Have you ever heard of that? No. Because they missed the ball a 
long way. But there have been all kinds of suggestions concerning 
Ezekiel chapter 1. Probably the one most current is UFOs - Unidenti¬ 
fied Flying Objects. But I trust as we go through the chapter you 
will see it has nothing to do with unidentified flying objects at 
all . 


[End of Introduction] 
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Ezekiel 1:1 : Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year [I noted 

last week that that probably was Ezekiel's age] in the fourth 
month on the fifth day of the month I was among the captives 
by the river Chebar [we noted that that river by-passed Baby¬ 
lon, starting above on the Euphrates River and then joining 
again below on the Euphrates River], that the heavens were 
opened and I saw visions of God. [Chapter 1 is filled with 
that vision.] 

Verse 2 : On the fifth day of the month, which was in the fifth 

year of King Jehoiachin's captivity [Jehoiachin was king when 
Ezekiel was taken captive, and he also was taken captive], 

[verse 3] the word of the Lord came expressly to Ezekiel the 
priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the 
river Chebar, and the hand of the Lord was upon him there. 

And I looked, and behold, a stormy wind was coming out of the 
north, a great cloud with a fire engulfing itself. [The Hebrew 
there intends to picture a fire which flares up and recedes, 
like a gas stove where the flame leaps up and folds back in.] 

A brightness was all around it, and out of it, like the color 
of bright amber [that is bright metal - out of the midst of the 
fire]. Also from within it came the likeness of four living 
creatures. 

This was their appearance - they had the likeness of a man. Some of 
the older versions translate that as "beasts," but it is the word for 
"living creatures." 

Turn to chapter 10:15 . This vision that Ezekiel sees in chapter 1 
appears later in the book on occasions, and this is one of them. 

Ezekiel 10:15 : "And the Cherubim were lifted up. This was the 
living creature I saw by the River Chebar." Here we have an iden¬ 
tification of the living creature - they are cherubim. Verse 20: 
"This is the living creature I saw under the God of Israel by the 
river Chebar, and I knew they were cherubim." So we are dealing with 
cherubim in chapter 1. 

God has quite a number of different creatures. We need not be sur¬ 
prised at that because He is an infinite God. We are familiar with 
angels in the Scripture - multitudes of angels. There are also 
seraphim, which occur only in Isaiah chapter 6:1 : "In the year 

that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 
and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple. 

And there were standing above Him seraphim. Each one had six 
wings - with two he covered his face, with two he covered his 
feet, and with two he flew." [This is the only chapter in the 
Word of God where seraphim occur.] 

I have a personal opinion concerning Daniel chapter 4. - I think there 
is another creature here. This is the story relating to Nebuchadnez- 
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zar and a great tree, which in the chapter represents Nebuchadnezzar. 
In verse 13 Daniel says, "I saw in the visions of my head while on 
my bed, and behold, a watcher, a holy one, coming down from 
Heaven. And he [that is, the watcher] cried aloud and said 
thus, 'Chop down the tree, cut off its branches.'" 

In verse 17 : "This matter is the decision of the watchers." 

I personally think that when we get to speak to Daniel we'll find 
that "watchers" is another order of creatures of God. Seraphim, 
angels, watchers, and they had quite a bit of authority in connection 
with cutting down that tree at the order of God. 

Back to Ezekiel 1, dealing with cherubim, and there are different 
orders of cherubim. In Exodus 25, they had only one face. Those 
were the ones that were over the mercy seat. They faced each other 
and the Shekinah glory was underneath the mercy seat. They had only 
one face. In Ezekiel 41 we find that there are cherubim that have 
two faces. Here in Ezekiel chapter 1 and verse 6 each one had four 
faces. Sometimes they have a different number of wings. In Ezekiel 
1, verse 6 they had four wings. In Revelation 4, verse 8 they have 
six wings. So I repeat, they have a different number of faces, a 
different number of wings, and they also seem to have in some cases 
different faces. Some have tried to say that these are contradic¬ 
tions in the Word of God but that is not true at all. It is simply 
that there are different kinds of cherubim. 

Q. Does this refer to their work? [The different kinds of faces.] 

A. I don't know that the Scripture spells that out for us. For the 
ones with four faces, some have tried to spiritualize that into 
referring to the four Gospels. But I don't think there is any 
biblical basis for it. I am not familiar with any Scripture that 
says why they have different faces. It just seems to be in the 
variety of things that God has made. 

The cherubim have different jobs. When Adam and Eve were driven out 
of the Garden of Eden, God placed some cherubim at the entrance so 
they would not be able to get back in and eat of the tree of life and 
live forever in their fallen state. So they were guardians in some 
cases. And in Ezekiel chapter 1 they are bearers of the throne which 
is mentioned in verse 26. 

The first chapter of Ezekiel is one of the more remarkable chapters 
in the Word of God. In verse 1 we note that Ezekiel the priest saw 
some visions of God. We have noted that one of the first things he 
saw, in verse 5, were some living creatures, which we identified as 
cherubim. There is a description of them. 

Verse 6 : "Each one had four faces, and each one had four wings." 
Notice the first part of verse 9.: "Their wings touched one another 
..." In verse 11 : "... Their wings stretched upward; two wings of 
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one touched the other, and two covered their bodies." Verse 23 : "And 
under the firmament their wings spread out straight, one toward 
another. Each one had two which covered one side, and on the other 
side two which covered his body." 

In verse 5. there are four cherubim. Notice that their wings touch 
one another, verse 9 , and their wings, in verse 11 . stretched upward. 
In touching one another they reached out. In verse 11 it says their 
wings stretched upward. 

In verses 15-18 : Now as I looked at the living creatures, behold, 
one wheel was on the earth beside each living creature with 
its four faces. The appearance of the wheels and their work¬ 
manship was like the color of beryl, and all four had the same 
likeness. The appearance of their workmanship was, as it were, 
the wheel in the middle of the wheel. When they moved, they 
went toward any one of four directions. They did not turn 
aside when they went. As for their rims, they were so high 
that they were awesome, and their rims were full of eyes all 
around the four of them. 

A description of the wheels. Beside each of the cherubim there was 
a wheel. The wheels were so high that they were awesome, fearful 
almost to be beside them. 

It reminds me of some of my days in high school. My close friend at 
that time had a father who was the superintendent of a large factory. 
Near my home there were what we called three mud shops. The workers 
took clay and molded it into conduits. Each of those shops was 
powered by a steam engine located in a big section of the building. 

On the side of the steam engine was a wheel that must have been 30 or 
40 feet high, and on that wheel was strapped a belt that powered all 
the rest of that mud shop. The entrance was at an upper level with a 
walkway leading to the lower level. As that wheel would run while I 
was going from the upper level to the lower level I was always fear¬ 
ful because of the tremendous, awesome sense of power in that wheel. 
They had dug a well and half of the wheel was running in that well 
for safety's sake. As Ezekiel saw this vision, he saw this whole 
thing as awesome. 

Verses 5-23 : Also from within it [that is, from within this fire] 
came the likeness of four living creatures [or cherubim]. And 
this was the appearance: they had the likeness of a man. Each 
one had four faces, and each one had four wings. Their feet 
were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the soles 
of calves' feet. They sparkled like the color of burnished 
bronze. The hands of a man were under their wings on their 
four sides; and each of the four had faces and wings. Their 
wings touched one another. The creatures did not turn when 
they went, but each one went straight forward. 

As for the likeness of their faces, each had the face of a 
man, each of the four had the face of a lion on the right side. 
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each of the four had the face of an ox on the left side, and 
each of the four had the face of an eagle. Thus were their 
faces. Their wings were stretched upward. Two wings of each 
one touched one another, and two wings covered their bodies. 

And each one went straight forward; they went wherever the 
spirit wanted to go, and they did not turn when they went. 

And the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance 
was like burning coals of fire, like the appearance of torches 
going back and forth among the living creatures. The fire was 
bright, and out of the fire went lightning, and the living 
creatures ran ran back and forth, in app.earance like a flash 
of lightning [speedily]. 

And as I looked at the living creatures, behold, one wheel 
was on the earth beside each living creature with its four 
faces. And the appearance of the wheels and their workmanship 
was like the color of beryl, and all four had the same likeness. 
The appearance of their workmanship was, as it were, a wheel in 
the middle of a wheel. 

When they moved, they went toward any one of four directions; 
they did not turn aside when they went. As for their rims, 
they were to high they were awesome; and their rims were full 
of eyes all around the four of them. When the living creatures 
went, the wheels went beside them; and when the living creatures 
were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. 
Wherever the spirit wanted to go, they went, because there the 
spirit went, and the wheels were lifted together with them, for 
the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels. 

When those went, these went; when those stood, these stood; and 
when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were 
lifted up together with them, for the spirit of the living 
creatures was in the wheels. 

You get a basic idea of what Ezekiel saw coming from the north. Four 
cherubim joined together, wings lifted up and wheels beside each one. 
Where the cherubim went the wheels went, and where the wheels went 
the cherubim went. They went speedily as a flash of lightning, in 
verse 14, and they moved together as Ezekiel saw them coming from the 
north. 

Some details: 

A wheel in the middle of a wheel, verse 16. There are two possibili¬ 
ties. For example, your automobile has a wheel in the middle of a 
wheel. The rim holds the tire and then there is a hub. And some 
understand the wheel in the middle of a wheel is like that. Some 
understand it in another way. There is one wheel going one way and 
another wheel going the opposite direction, at right angles. If this 
is the case, that could explain that the wheels did not turn when 
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they went; they could go either way without turning. They didn't 
have to turn to look because they had a face on each side, and they 
moved wherever they went together. 

Re the faces. In verse 10 there is the face of a man, of a lion, of 
an ox and of an eagle. Some have tried to make that into a repre¬ 
sentation of the four Gospels. I don't think that is the intent. It 
is simply the appearance of these particular creatures. We enjoy 
watching nature programs, and I am amazed at the variety of creatures 
God has put on this earth: under the sea, weird things and in the 
rain forest, weird things, at least from our point of view because 
they are not like us. 

I think that is true here in connection with these four faces. As I 
pointed out earlier, in some cases where cherubim appear they have a 
different number of wings and a different number of faces. There are 
just different kinds of cherubim. 

Reading on, in verse 22.: A likeness of a firmament above the heads 
of the living creatures was like the color of awesome crytal 
stretched out over their heads. 

It can be translated "like awesome ice." So over the heads of the 
creatures there was a firmament. [Drawing.] From a side view: 
their wings outstretched to touch each other. Remember there were 
four wings instead of two. And over them, verses 22 and 23 , there is 
a firmament. Verse 23 : "And under the firmament their wings spread 
out straight, one toward another." 

What is a firmament? In Genesis chapter 1, when God created the 
heavens and the earth, the earth at one time was completely covered 
by water. Then God moved some of the water into the upper atmosphere 
and He created a firmament - it is simply a space. There was a space 
above the creatures - a space like the color of awesome crystal, or 
ice. Ice in the winter time is terrible if you have to be in it, but 
it can be very, very beautiful. So there was a space, or a firma¬ 
ment, over the cherubim above their wings. 

Verse 24 : When they went, I heard the sound of their wings like 
the sound of many waters, like the voice of the Almighty, a 
tumult like the sound of an army, and when they stood still 
they let down their wings. A voice came from above the firm¬ 
ament that was over their heads. Whenever they stood they 
let down their wings, and above the firmament over their heads 
was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like a sapphire 
stone. On the likeness of the throne was the appearance of 
a man high above it. 

Above the space there was a throne and on the throne there was, it 
says, a man. What was Ezekiel seeing? Notice in chapter 1, verse 1: 
"I saw visions of God." In chapter 1, verse 28: "This was the 
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord." Chapter 10. 
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Incidentally, this vision occurs several times in Ezekiel, and this 
is one of them. Chapter 10, verse 18 speaks of the glory of the 
Lord. Verse 20: "This is the living creature that I saw under the 
God of Israel by the River Chebar, and I knew they were the cheru¬ 
bim." Notice, Ezekiel identifies that man on the throne as the God 

of Israel. This is one of the most remarkable chapters in Scripture 
because it is a vision of God on that throne. 

Q. We agree, I believe, that no man has ever seen God. Also there 

seems to be an understanding, at least some people feel that 
even in Heaven we will not see God because He is a spirit. 
However, the Bible tells us that we were made in the image of 
God, and that does not necessarily mean physical. Since what 
he saw was the likeness of a man, could that possibly have been 
our Lord Jesus? 

A. Yes, I believe it was. In Genesis 32, Jacob on his return after 
so many years away from home, and Esau, his brother, is coming 
to meet him. You remember that Esau had threatened to kill 
Jacob. That night before meeting Esau, in verse 24, Jacob 
wrestled with a man until the breaking of the day. Then in 
verse 28 the man says, "Your name shall be no longer called 
Jacob but Israel, for you have struggled with God and with men 
and have prevailed." "Then Jacob asked saying, 'Tell me your 
name, I pray.’ He said, 'Why is it that you ask Me My name?’ 

And He blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the place 
Peniel, for I have seen God face to face." ["Pan" is face; "el" 
is God.] So Jacob there says, "I have seen God face to face." 

Exodus 24:9-10 - the children of Israel encamped around Sinai: 
"Then Moses went up, and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy 
of the elders of Israel, and they saw the God of Israel. And 
there was under His feet as it were a paved work of sapphire 
stone, like the very heaven in its clearness. But the nobles 
of the children of Israel He did not lay His hands on. And they 
saw God and they ate and drank," that is, before Him. 

Deuteronomy 34:10, after the death of Moses: "And since then 
then there has not arisen a prophet like Moses, whom the Lord 
knew face to face." 

Judges 13 (we could spend a whole period in this chapter alone) 

- this is the Angel of the Lord appearing to Manoah and 
his wife and promising the birth of a son. Verse 16: "The 
Angel of the Lord said to Manoah, 'Though you detain Me I will 
not eat your bread, and if you prepare a burnt offering you 
must offer it to the Lord (for Manoah did not know that He was 
the Angel of the Lord). [Verse 17] Then Manoah said to the Angel 
of the Lord, 'What is Your name, that when Your words come to 
pass we may honor You?'" Verse 22: "And Manoah said to his 
wife, 'We shall surely die because we have seen God."’ 
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I Kings 22 - the story of the prophet Micaiah - verse 19: 
"Therefore, hear the word of the Lord; I saw the Lord sitting 
on His throne." 

Isaiah 6 - one of the more familiar passages relating to this - 
verse 1: "In the year that King Ussiah died, then I saw the 
Lord, sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train 
of His robe filled the temple." 

Daniel 7:9: "I watched till thrones were set up, and the 
Ancient of Days was seated. [God has a throne in heaven, 
but He has other thrones that are set up.] His garment was 
white as snow, the hair of His head was like pure wool. His 
throne was like fiery flames, its wheels [notice, it had 
wheels] a burning fire." So there Daniel sees the Ancient 
of Days. 

All of those passages imply that God was seen. There is another 
set of passages. 

John 1:18 - this is the verse you referred to: "No one has 
seen God. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the 
Father, He has revealed Him." There is the opposite - "No 
one has seen God at any time." 

I Timothy 1:17: "Now to the King eternal, immortal, [and there 
is our word] invisible." 

I Timothy 6:16: "who alone has immortality, dwelling in 
unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to 
whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen." 

So there are two sets of verses which seem to be somewhat 
contradictory. In one set they saw God, they ate with God, 
etc., and yet in the other set it says no man has seen God. 

Some explanations: 

In the case of Moses, who spoke to God face to face. That does 
not necessarily mean that he saw God at that point. For 
example, in the middle of the night my wife is somewhere over 
there and I might ask, "How are you doing?" I don't see her 
but I speak face to face with her. That could be. 

Some appearances are in vision and not in reality, such as 
Isaiah chapter 6 and chapter 7. Some are theophanies. You 
could not say than the invisible God could not appear in a 
temporary, visible form. But no one has seen God in His 
spiritual essence at any time. And that's the point you were 
making in John 1:18. 
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Many of these Old Testament appearances are Christophanies. 

For example, in Judges 13 where it says "We have seen God," 
that definitely was the preincarnate Christ. John chapter 1, 
the Son has revealed the Lord. II Corinthians 4:7, "the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." 

Sometimes the appearance of God is in a vision, sometimes it 
is a theophany (a temporary appearance), and sometimes it is 
an appearance of the preincarnate Christ. 

I have noted that even in the Jewish explanation of this 
passage in Ezekiel they expressed the opinion that perhaps 
a sense of God was seen by Ezekiel. The Talmud has a saying, 
"There's a large face of God and a small face, and man can 
only see the small face." 

Do you know, I've never seen my face? I've looked in the 
mirror and have seen something there, but I've never seen 
my face, and I'm not in a hurry to see it. So you can say 
that you've seen God, but you haven't seen God. That is the 
kind of language I believe we have in the scripture. 

Review: 

In the earlier part of the chapter we saw there were a number of 
cherubim with their wings outstretched to touch each other and some 
with their wings stretched upward. Beside each of them there was a 
wheel, awesome in size. Above the wings stretched upward there was a 
space, and on that space there was a throne, and on that throne the 
appearance of a man. 

Verse 26 : And above the firmament over their heads was the likeness 
of a throne in appearance like a sapphire stone. On the like¬ 
ness throne of the throne was a likeness with the appearance 
of a man high above it. Also from the appearance of His waist 
and upward I saw, as it were, the color of amber with the 
appearance of fire all around within it, and from the appearance 
of His waist and downward I saw, as it were, the appearance of 
fire with brightness all around, like the appearance of the 
rainbow on the cloud on the rainy day. [Violet, indigo, blue, 
yellow, orange, red - those beautiful colors. The last part of 
verse 28:] This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory 
of the Lord. 

We looked at chapter 10 to find that the identification of the Man on 
the throne was the God of Israel. I suggested that it was either a 
theophany - a temporary appearance of the God the Father in the Old 
Testament - or a Christophany - an appearance of Christ before His 
birth in Bethlehem. I don't know that it can be settled as to which 
one it was, but in either case it is the God of Israel sitting on the 
throne. 
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Then there is a reaction, in the last part of verse 28 : And when I 
saw it [or Him, or the Glory] I fell on my face, and I heard a 
voice of One speaking. 

The reaction of Ezekiel in the presence of a holy God. I thought 
of Daniel who, on two different occasions, in Daniel chapter 8 and 
chapter 10, in which he fell on his face when he came into the 
presence of the unseen Glories. Or of John in Revelation chapter 1 
where he saw the glorified Christ and fell on his face. I am some¬ 
what concerned today of some of our attitudes and actions with regard 
to Christian services, church services, evangelistic meetings, in 
which people simply go wild and do most everything that the world 
does instead of coming in before the Lord in holiness and in honor. 
"The Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence 
before Him." I trust that we can enter into worship with reverence 
and awe, taking a lesson from Ezekiel and Daniel and the Apostle 
John. 

Now turn to Ezekiel chapter 2. 

Ezekiel 2:1 : And He [that is, the Man on the throne] said to me, 

"Son of man, stand on your feet." 

Ezekiel is addressed as "son of man." The term "son of man" is used 
in the book of Ezekiel to speak of Ezekiel almost a hundred times. 

It is used in the book of Daniel to speak of Daniel as "son of man." 

Also in Daniel there is a "Son of man" that appears in the vision 
that Daniel has. Turn to Daniel 7, beginning at verse 9: "I watched 
till thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days was seated." 

There we have in vision God the Father. The proof of that is in 
verse 13: I was watching in the night visions, and behold, one 

like a Son of Man [most translations read " the Son of Man," 
but there is no definite article in that verse - it is "a Son 
of Man"] coming with the clouds of the heavens. He came to 
the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him, and 
to Him [that is this Son of Man] was given dominion and glory 
and a kingdom. 

This refers to our Lord Jesus Christ as a Son of Man. God the Father 
as the Ancient of Days, the Lord as a Son of Man. 

In the Gospel records, this term is used of Christ in the sense of 
the Son of Man. No doubt it has reference to the fact that in the 
Gospels Christ is this Son of Man that was referred to in Daniel 
chapter 7. In almost every case in the New Testament Christ is 
spoken of, not simply as a Son of Man, but the Son of Man. There 
are two exceptions. 

John 5, beginning at verse 25: Most assuredly I say to you, "An 

hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice 
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of the Son of God, and ones who hear will live. For as the 
Father has life in Himself so He has granted the Son to have 
life in Himself and has given Him authority to execute judg¬ 
ment also because He is a Son of Man" [in the Greek - not 
"the Son of Man"]. 

Judgment has been given to Him, that is, to Christ, because He is a 
Son of Man. In the judgments in scripture, for example, in Revela¬ 
tion, when we read about the Great White Throne Judgment and they 
stand before the Lord, before whom are they standing for judgment? 
They are standing before Christ, because all judgment has been given 
to the Son. He is there as a judge, not in His official capacity [as 
God], but because he is a human being. Why? You can imagine as that 
judgment proceeds and the records are opened and the sins of men are 
laid before them - they could say to the Judge, "You don't really 
know what it's like to live down here on earth, to be tempted, to 
have needs, to have to this or that in connection with my work or in 
connection with my relationship with others." The Judge will inter¬ 
rupt and say, "I beg your pardon, I surely do, because I am a human 
being just like you." So Christ will stand there as a human being to 
judge fairly all those who are being judged. 

Revelation 1:12 - John's vision of the glorified Christ: Then I, 
John, turned and saw the voice that spoke with me. Having 
turned, I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of 
the lampstands One like a Son of Man clothed with a garment 
down to His feet. 

Again, instead of "the" it should read "a" according to the Greek 
text. Here John is seeing a glorified Man in this vision in Revela¬ 
tion chapter 1. He was God in human flesh, apart from sin. He never 
ceased to be God (Colossians chapters 1 and 2), but He became man. 
Incidentally, that is the reason He couldn't sin. He wasn't just 
man. He was man indwelt by God. You take a piece of rubber and you 
can bend it. If you strengthen the rubber with a steel rod, it will 
not bend. You take humanity and expose it to sin, and it will sin. 
But you take humanity indwelt and strengthened by deity and he cannot 
sin, for God cannot sin. 

Ezekiel 2:2 : Then the Spirit came upon me as He spoke to me, and 
He set me on my feet. And I heard Him speaking to me, and He 
said to me, "Son of man, I am sending you to the sons (or the 
children) of Israel, to the rebellious nations that have re¬ 
belled against Me. They and their fathers have transgressed 
against Me to this very day. 

You will notice that Ezekiel is being sent, verse 3, to the children 
or the sons of Israel. Again, I would like to review something that 
you already know. The Mediterranean coastline, the Sea of Galilee 
and the Dead Sea. Jerusalem is located just about there [the north¬ 
western end of the Dead Sea]. 
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After David had served as king seven years in Hebron, he moved up and 
took Jerusalem and made all twelve tribes one nation, and that nation 
was called Israel. In the period of Saul, David and Solomon those 
twelve tribes were known as Israel. At the end of Solomon's reign, 
the northern kingdom rebelled and some problems resulted. They were 
split, ten tribes to the north and two toward the south. The ten 
tribes were known as Israel and the two tribes were known as Judah. 

At times Israel [the northern kingdom] was called Ephraim because 
Ephraim was the largest tribe and it was the nearest to Jerusalem. 

Then after a period of time, the ten northern tribes were taken away 
into Assyria. That was in 721 B.C., and that left only the two 
tribes of Judah. In the time of Ezekiel these two tribes were taken 
into Babylonian captivity. In Ezekiel we find that Judah is 
addressed at times as Israel. Turn to I Kings chapter 12. This is 
the time of the dividing of the northern and southern kingdoms. 

I Kings 12:25: Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the mountains of 
Ephraim and dwelt in it. Also, he went out from there and 
built Penuel. And Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now the king¬ 
dom may return to the house of David. If this people go up to 
offer sacrifices in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then 
the heart of this people will be turned back to their lord, 
to Rehoboam, king of Judah, and they will kill me and go back 
to Rehoboam, king of Judah." And the king asked advice, made 
two calves of gold, and said to the people, "It is too much 
for you to go up to Jerusalem. Behold your gods, 0 Israel, 
which brought you up from the land of Egypt." And he set one 
in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 

When the kingdom was divided, Jerusalem remained in the territory of 
the southern kingdom of Judah. But the king of the ten tribes says, 
"Now, wait a minute. If my people go down to Jerusalem to worship, 
they'll eventually return to Rehoboam." So he made two golden 
calves, set one of them up at Bethel and the other one at Dan, and he 
said, "Here is your place of worship." So he established a separate 
type of worship and took them away from the true God. 

Go to II Chronicles 11, verse 13: And from all their territories 
the priests and the Levites who were in all Israel took their 
stand with Rehoboam [the king of the southern kingdom], for the 
Levites left their pastures and their possessions and came to 
Judah and Jerusalem, for Jeroboam and his sons had rejected them 
from serving as priests to the Lord. [Verse 15] Then Jeroboam 
appointed for himself priests in the high places for the demons 
and the calf idols which he had made. And after them, all 
those who were from the tribes of Israel such as set their 
heart to seek the Lord God of Israel came to Jerusalem to sac¬ 
rifice to the Lord God of their fathers. So they strengthened 
the kingdom of Judah and made Rehoboam the son of Solomon 
strong for three years, because they walked in the way of 
David and Solomon for three years. 
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Those verses are saying that the people in the northern kingdom who 
served the Lord and were not given the opportunity to worship Him 
because of the Bethel and Dan gods said, "We don’t want any of that." 
And it says, "They came to Jerusalem," verse 16. So they migrated 
from the northeran kingdom to the southern kingdom. 

II Chronicles 15:9: And Asa [the fellow who reformed the south] 

gathered all Judah and Benjamin and those who dwelt with them 

from Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon, for they came over to him 
in great numbers from Israel, for they saw the Lord his God 
was with him. 

Again, this Scripture says that those in this northern group who saw 
that God was with Asa in the southern kingdom came down to him. 

II Chronicles 31:6 - (it wasn't intended for a summary for what I am 
saying, but it is a summary): And the children of Israel and Judah, 
who dwelt in the cities of Judah, brought the tithe of oxen and 
sheep; also the tithe of holy things which were consecrated to 
the Lord their God they laid in heaps of heaps. 

There it says, "the children of Israel and Judah who dwelt in the 

cities of Judah." Though the people of Israel were from the northern 
kingdom they were dwelling in the southern kingdom. So that when 
Judah was taken into captivity, not only were people from the two 
southern tribes taken, but also people from all of the twelve tribes 
were taken into captivity. Therefore, in Ezekiel chapter 2, Ezekiel 
is sent to witness to those in Babylon, but they are from all twelve 
tribes and he is witnessing then to Israel. 

When the people returned from Babylonian captivity, some seventy 
years later and some fifty years later, to rebuild the kingdom under 
Ezra and Nehemiah, we find that there were members of all twelve of 
the tribes. So there is no such thing as ten lost tribes taken into 
Assyrian captivity. 

In the New Testament, Luke 2:36: "And there was one, Anna, a 

prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of [notice where from] 
the tribe of Asher." 

Asher was one of the tribes in the north of the kingdom of Israel. 

So Anna belonged to the northern kingdom, and in the time of the Lord 
here were people from the tribe of Asher who could trace their gen¬ 
ealogy. They knew from where they had come. 

Acts 26:6 - the Apostle Paul on trial before King Agrippa: "And 
now I stand and am being judged for the hope of the promise 
made by God to our fathers. To this promise our twelve tribes, 
earnestly serving God night and day, hope to attain." 

The Apostle Paul said in his day all twelve tribes were hoping to 
attain to the resurrection of the Messiah and His kingdom. So there 
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were twelve tribes in Paul's day. In the book of James, he writes 
to the twelves tribes in the dispersion. There were twelve tribes 
represented in his day. Peter does the same thing. 

In Ezekiel chapter 2, what I'm trying to say is that when Ezekiel 
addresses those to whom he is speaking in Babylon he is speaking not 
just to the two southern tribes but to representatives of all twelve 
tribes, and therefore he says, "I'm being sent to the tribes of 
Israel." 

In the brief encounter I had in Israel with President Ben Zvi and 
others in 1962, one of his specialties was tracing those tribes that 
were "lost." I had a student in Washington Bible College and he has 
written me occasionally. He became interested in this question of 
lost tribes. He has found indications in many places, especially in 
the Far East, of people who claim to be descendents of those lost 
tribes. This is one of the problems of those who return to Israel 
at the present time, to identify the tribe they came from. We have 
definite assurance from Luke and Acts and so on that there were 
representatives of all twelve tribes. 

One of these days, at the close of the Tribulation period, the Lord, 
in Matthew, sends out His angels to the four corners of the world and 
brings Israel back into the land, and He knows what tribe each one 
will belong to. In Revelation chapter 7, the twelve thousand from 
each of the twelve tribes as the witnesses during the Tribulation 
period, they already know which tribes they have belonged to. 

Ezekiel 2:3 : And He [that is, the Lord] said to me, "Son of man, 

I am sending you to the sons of Israel, to the rebellious 
nations that have rebelled against Me. They and their fathers 
have transgressed against Me to this very day. And they are 
stiff-faced and hard-hearted. I am sending you to them and 
you shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God.' As for them, 
whether they will hear or whether they will refuse, for they 
are a rebellious house, yet they will know that a prophet has 
been among them. And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them 
nor be afraid of their words. Though briers and thorns are 
among you and you dwell among scorpions, do not be afraid of 
their words or dismayed by their looks, though they are a 
rebellious house." 

We have here a characterization of the people of Israel in captivity. 
The exile had not made them a people more open to God, and Ezekiel 
was to expect that he would have plenty of trouble ahead because of 
them. 

Look at chapter 3., verse 1: But the house of Israel is not will¬ 
ing to listen to you because they are not willing to listen 
to Me, for all the house of Israel are stiff-faced and hard¬ 
hearted. Behold, I have made your face strong against their 
face, and your forehead strong against their foreheads. 
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Then in verses 7 through 18, there were twenty-four divisions. The 
priests in each division would serve one week in the temple and then 
they would go home for twenty-four weeks. But, when they were at 
home, they were not supposed to be lazy but they had a specific 
spiritual duty to perform. Leviticus 10:10 - this is Moses appoint¬ 
ing some of the duties of the priests: That you may distinguish 
between holy and unholy, between clean and unclean, and that 
you may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which 
the Lord has spoken to them by the hand of Moses." 

They were supposed to teach the people. One more reference. 

II Chronicles 17:3 - a little bit concerning the good King Jehosha- 
phat: Now the Lord was with Jehoshaphat because he walked in the 

former ways of his father David. He did not seek the Baals 
but sought the God of His father." Verse 7: "And in the 
third year of his reign he sent for his leaders [many hard- 
to-pronounce names] to teach in the cities of Judah." 

Verse 8: And with them he sent the Levites ... and with them 
the priests. And they taught in Judah and had the book of 
the law of the Lord with them, and they went throughout all 
the cities of Judah and taught among the people. 

Summary: The idea was that the priests were to teach the people the 

Word of God. I don't know how many Bibles you have in your home. I 
have never counted all that I have. But people didn't have the writ¬ 
ten Word of God at that point. So the priests took copies of the 
law, went among the people and taught them the law. Ezekiel as a 
priest in Babylon was to do that same thing. 

Back to Ezekiel. 

Two things that Ezekiel was supposed to do as a watchman in Ezekiel 
chapter 3 , verse 17.: Son of man, I have made you a watchman for 
the house of Israel. Therefore, hear a word from My mouth 
and give them warning from Me. 

He warns two classes of people: in verse 18, the wicked, and in 
verse 20, the righteous. 

Verse 18.: When I say to the wicked, "You shall surely die," and 

you give him no warning nor speak to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way to save his life, he, the wicked man, shall die in 
his iniquity, but his blood I will require from your hand. 

But if you did warn the wicked and he did not turn from his 
wickedness nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his in¬ 
iquity, but you have delivered your soul. 

Ezekiel, you are supposed to warn the wicked, and if you do and he 
turns from his wickedness, his life will be saved - the middle of 
verse 18. What is that life? I think that is physical life. Why? 
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Because he was already spiritually dead. If the wicked man continued 
in his wickedness he would lose his physical life. If you warned him 
and he died in his wickedness, you, Ezekiel, have delivered your 
soul. But if you did not warn him and he died, physically, then you 
have a responsibility for the fact that that fellow died. We have a 
responsibility to the unsaved. 

Q. That doesn't mean because I have not warned him that he won't 
get the warning, does it? 

A. No, there is a larger picture. But if I have opportunity to warn 
him and don't, then I have a responsibility before the Lord for 
the fact that I did not warn him. 

Q. The reason I asked that is because I have heard some say, "If 
I were not there to give him the message he wouldn't have been 
saved." 

A. That's possible. Perhaps that's true that you would be the only 
avenue for salvation for that individual. 

Q. Because of my unfaithfulness, do you think the Lord would allow 
that person to die without hearing the message? 

A. Indeed it is possible. What happens in many countries of the 

world today? Of course you get into the question of the heathen. 
They do have a witness. In Romans 1 they have a witness of 
conscience, they have a witness in nature, and there is a witness 
that gets to them in ways that we do not know for sure. So God 
gives them opportunity. And no one will ever stand before the 
Judgment Throne of God and be cast into eternal punishment who 
can say to God, "You've been unfair to me for I haven't had a 
chance." But on the other side of the issue is the fact that I 
have a responsibility as well to witness wherever and whenever 
I can. 

Q. If I fail to witness that is my loss. 

A. That's true. And it is something that the Lord requires of me. 

A number of years ago an incident took place that taught me this 
lesson, and I'm afraid I haven't learned it as well as I ought. 

When I lived in Winona Lake, Indiana, I came home from my weekend of 
service. Someone told me that the police chief and fire chief had 
been sick - it was the same man. I went up to his apartment to see 
him and talk to him. He was recovering and things seemed to be going 
all right and I never witnessed to him about the Lord. The next day 
when I went to work (I worked for the Winona Lake Bible Conference) 

I noticed that some men were going, and soon they brought down the 
police/fire chief covered over. He had died in the meantime. The 
Lord said to me, "You didn't witness to that man." And I should 
have. I have never forgotten that. I'm afraid that's happened some 
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other times since then. I was relieved to learn that one of the 
professors at the seminary had witnessed to him. But that didn't 
excuse me from my failure to have done what I should have done. 

So God says to Ezekiel, "You're responsible for getting out that 
word." 

There is also a witness to the righteous man in verse 20.: Again, 
when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and 
commits iniquity and I lay a stumbling block before him, he 
shall die; because you did not give him warning, he shall die 
in his sin and his righteousness which he has done shall not 
be remembered, but his blood I will require at your hand [or 
from your hand]. But, if you warn the righteous man that the 
righteous should not sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely 
live because he took warning. Also, you will have delivered 
your soul. 

A lot of people argue about that verse. A fellow loses his salvation 
or doesn't lose his salvation. I'm so confident that the Scripture 
teaches that once we know Christ as our personal Savior that matter 
is settled. John 10:28: "I give unto them eternal life and they 
shall never, never perish." John 5:24: "He that believeth in Me 
has everlasting life and shall not come into judgment." So as I read 
this of a righteous man, it is also a physical death. He sins to the 
point where the Lord takes his life physically, and this does not 
relate to spiritual death at all. So, Ezekiel, warn the wicked, warn 
the righteous, and you're responsible in any case. 

Q. So that is physical life. 

A. That's physical life. The proof of that, in the middle of verse 
18, in talking concerning the wicked man, "He shall surely die 
and you give him no warning nor speak to warn the wicked from 
his wicked way t_o save his life ." He is already dead spiritu¬ 
ally, so it must be physical death. I think along that same 
line for the righteous because the righteous will not lose his 
spiritual life. He is born again. But he could lose his 
physical life. In I Corinthians 11:30 concerning the way the 
Corinthians were keeping the Lord's Supper, because of the way 
they were doing this many were sickly and "some sleep." They 
were being so shameful in keeping the Lord's Supper that the 
Lord took their life from them. 

I John 5:16: "There is sin leading to death." Ananias and 
Sapphira in Acts 5, and so on. So the Lord does take the life 
of a believer on occasion because of his wickedness, but it is 
not at the cost of his eternal life. It is simply that at the 
Judgment Seat there will be nothing in his hands to bring to 
show God's grace. 

There is a restriction that is placed on Ezekiel's ministry. Chapter 
3, verse 22 : And the hand of the Lord was upon me there, and He 
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said to me, "Arise, go out into the plain and there I shall 
talk with you." And I arose and went out into the plain, and 

behold, the glory of the Lord stood there like the glory which 

I saw by the river Chebar, and I fell on my face." [That's the 
glory of chapter 1.] And the Spirit came upon me and set me 
on my feet and spoke with me and said, "Go shut yourself inside 
your house. And you, 0 son of man, surely they [that is, the 
exiles] will put ropes on you and bind you with them, and you 
shall not go out among them. I will make your tongue cling to 
the roof of your mouth, and you shall be mute and not be able 
to rebuke them, for they are a rebellious house. But when I 
speak with you I will open your mouth, and you shall say to 
them, "Thus says the Lord God, 'He who hears, let him hear, 
and he who refuses, let him refuse,' for they are a rebellious 
house." 

"Go shut yourself inside your house," verse 20. Verse 26, "I will 
make your tongue cling to the roof of your mouth so that you shall be 

mute." Verse 27, "But when I speak with you I will open your mouth 

and you shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord.'" How do we under¬ 
stand that? 

It was simply that Ezekiel was to go into his house and stay there. 

He was not to speak in open ministry to the people as many prophets 
had spoken, but only when the Lord told him to do that. 

There are times when he went outside the house and spoke to them. In 
chapter 4 he makes a clay tablet and does some things with it. And 
then he is supposed to say some things to the people. So the Lord 
takes him out on occasion. In chanter 6., verse 1.: And it came to 
pass that the word of the Lord came to me saying, "Son of man, 
set your face toward the mountains of Israel and prophesy unto 
them and say, '0 mountains of Israel ...'" 

There he was enabled to speak to the people so they would understand 
his message. Basically, he was quiet, in his house, unless the Lord 
took him out to speak publicly to the people. 

Q. That is why throughout Ezekiel you find "and the Lord spake" 
or "the word came to me and I spake" or something like that? 

A. This was God giving him the opportunity to witness for Him, and 
that extended for quite a long period of time. Go with me to 
chapter 24. There had been two sieges of Jerusalem at this 
time but Jerusalem had not yet fallen to Babylon. 

Ezekiel 24:25 : And you, son of man, would not be in the day when I 
take from them their strength, joy of their glory, the desire 
of their eyes and the yearning of their souls, their sons and 
their daughters. On that day, one who escapes [that is, from 
Jerusalem in the final siege] will come to you to cause the 
ears to hear. On that day your mouth will be open to him who 
escapes. 
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Now go to chapter 33:21 . 22 : And it came to pass in the twelfth 

year of our captivity, in the tenth month on the fifth day of 
the month, that one who had escaped from Jerusalem came to me 
and said, "The city has been captured." Now the hand of the 
Lord had been upon me the evening before the man who came 
had escaped, and He opened my mouth. So when he came to me 
in the morning my mouth was open and I was no longer mute. 

We can do some basic computations here. In verse 21 it's the twelfth 
year, the tenth month, the fifth day. On that particular date 
Ezekiel's mouth was opened and he was no longer mute. Go back to 
chapter 1. If this is the proper way to approach it, and I believe 
it is, in verse 1: "In the thirtieth year in the fourth month and 
the fifth day I was among the captives by the river Chebar and the 
heavens were opened." Verse 2: "On the fifth day of the month which 
was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin's captivity." 

Fifth year, fifth month, fifth day. That tells me seven years and 
five months was the length of Ezekiel's muteness which began in this 
fifth year and ended with the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. 

Q. He could only talk when the Lord said he could? 

A. That's right. He could only talk when the Lord gave him a 

message. There were occasions when elders came to his house 
and he was able to give them a message. Or there were times 
when he went out to perform a certain symbolic act and he would 
explain that act, and he was free to do that. But other than 
those time he did not have a free ministry among the people 
as Isaiah or Jeremiah did. 

The last time we met we finished with the closing verses of Ezekiel 
chapter 3 in which I pointed out to you that Ezekiel's ministry was 
restricted now, that he was to, in the last of verse 24, shut himself 
inside his house and that he would speak only when the Lord would 
enable him to. The middle of verse 26, "you shall be mute," verse 
27, "but when I speak with you I will open your mouth." So he had a 
very limited, restricted ministry and did not move out in the public 
as many of the other prophets had done. 

From this point on we have a special viewpoint of Ezekiel himself. 

606 and 596 B.C. were dates which marked the two first assaults of 
the Babylonians on Judah and Jerusalem. Ezekiel appears after 596, 
and the judgment of 586, which is the final destruction of Jerusalem 
and the temple, is still before him. Between chapters 4 and 24 
Ezekiel's ministry is primarily predicting that destruction, warning 
the people, pleading for them to turn to the Lord, and rebuking them 
because they do not. 

So here he sits, looking at the final destruction some years away. 

In so doing, when God sets his mouth free, he carries on quite a 


29 



EZEKIEL - Bishop 


number of symbolic acts. Most of them are explained in the text 
itself, but I will go over them briefly with you. And we start in 
chapter 4, verse 1, with first of the symbolic acts. 

Ezekiel 4:1 : "And you, son of man, take a clay tablet to yourself 
and portray on it a city, Jerusalem. Lay siege against it. 

Build a siege wall against it and heap up a mound against it 
and set camps against it and place battering rams against it 
all around. And you, take for yourself an iron plate and set 
it as an iron wall between you and the city. Set your face 
against it and it shall be besieged, and you shall lay siege 
against it. This will be a sign to the house of Israel." 

Verse 1., he is supposed to take a clay tablet. Archaeologists have 
found this sort of thing. The writing tablets were about a foot 
square made of soft clay, and they would mark in their message with a 
stylus and the clay tablets were hardened. Archaeologists have found 
thousands and thousands of them, which have helped us to understand 
some of the Scripture. So Ezekiel was to portray the city of Jeru¬ 
salem on a clay tablet. 

Then in verse 2 , he was to build a siege wall against the city. Just 
how he did that we are not sure. Once he had the city sketched on 
the clay tablet did he also sketch on it a siege wall? Perhaps he 
did. Or perhaps he set the clay tablet on the sand and built up some 
sand around it. We do not have any idea. But he set up a mound to 
besiege the city with battering rams. I will read from Josephus 
concerning these battering rams - Josephus' The Wars of the Jews . 

Book 3, chapter 7, paragraph 19. This is a description of what took 
place in 70 A.D., but it is of a similar nature. 

When therefore Vespasian looked upon himself as in a manner 
besieged by these sallies of the Jews [Vespasian was the 
Roman leader] and when his banks were not now far from the 
walls, he determined to make use of his battering ram. 

This battering ram is a vast beam of wood like the mast of 
a ship. Its forepart is armed with a thick piece of iron 
at the head of it, which is so carved as to be like the 
head of a ram, from which its name is taken. 

It is a big pole, and on the end of that pole is a ram's head made 
from iron. 

The ram is slung in the air by ropes passing over its 
middle and is hung like the balance in a pair of scales 
from another beam and braced by strong beams that cross 
on both sides of it in the nature of a cross. When this 
ram is pulled backward by a great number of men with 
united force and thrust forward by the same men with a 
mighty noise, it batters the walls with that iron part 
which is prominent. Nor is there any tower so strong or 
walls so broad that can resist any more than its first 
batteries, but all are forced to yield to it at last. 
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Here is the pole with the ram's head, and then it is swung on a 
fulcrum, and the men pull it back and let it go with full force 
against the wall, and it will give way. 

In the following paragraphs Josephus indicates some of the ways that 
the Jews tried to negate the battering ram. For example, they filled 
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Like adament stone, harder than flint, I have made your 
forehead. Do not be afraid of them nor be dismayed at 
their looks, though they are a rebellious people. 

Ezekiel knew what lay ahead. And it is interesting - at least as far 
as I know, there is no place in the book where Ezekiel was afraid or 
hesitant to speak what God had told him to speak. He was undergirded 
by the encouragement of the Lord. 

The characteristics of that people is repeated over and over and over 
again in the book. As you read it for yourself, you will find that 
again and again that kind of people appear as exiles in the land of 
Babylon. 

Ezekiel's appointment as a watchman - chanter 3:15 : And I came to 
the captives at Tel-abib who dwelt by the river Chebar, and I 
sat where they sat and remained there astonished [or over¬ 
whelmed] among them seven days. And it came to pass at the 
end of seven days that the word of the Lord came to me saying, 
"Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel, 
and when you hear a word from My mouth and give them warning 
from Me ..." 

In the Scriptures there are physical, literal watchmen that appear. 

II Samuel 18:24 (this is cutting into the midst of a story but I 
think you will get the idea). Verse 24: Now David was sitting 

between the two gates. And the watchman went up to the roof 
over the gate to the wall and lifted his eyes and looked, and 
behold, a man running alone. Then the watchman called and 
told the king, and the king said, "If he is alone there is 
news in his mouth." And he came rapidly and drew near. Then 
the watchman saw another man running. 

And the watchmen called to the gate keeper and said, "Behold, 
there is another man running alone." And the king said, "He 
also brings news." And the watchmen said, "I see the running 
of the first is like the running of Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok." 
And the king said, "He is a good man and comes with good news." 

Here was a literal watchman that was simply watching over how things 
would be. I'm not sure how many of them are left any more, but I 
remember in 1962 seeing a number of watchtowers at the corners of 
vineyards, apparently where they stationed men to see that no one 
came to steal the grapes from the vineyard. 
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There is another sign, in verses 9 through 17 : "You take for 

yourself wheat and barley and beans and lentils and millet 
and spelt [spelt is a form of wheat]. Put them in one vessel 
and make bread for yourself. According to the number of days 
that you lie on your side, 390 days, you shall eat it. And 
your food which you shall eat shall be by weight, twenty shek¬ 
els a day, from time to time you shall eat it. And you shall 
drink water by measure, one-sixth of a hin. From time to time 
you shall drink. And you shall eat it as barley cakes and bake 
it with dung of human waste in their sight." 

And the Lord said, "Then shall the children of Israel eat 
their defiled bread among the Gentiles where I will drive 
them." And I said, "Ah, Lord God, behold indeed I have never 
defiled myself from my youth until now. I have never eaten 
what died of itself or was torn by beasts, nor has unclean 
flesh ever come into my mouth." And He said to me, "See, I 
am giving you cow dung instead of human waste. And you shall 
prepare your bread over it." 

And He said to me, "Son of man, behold, I will cut off the 
staff of bread in Jerusalem. They shall eat bread by weight 
and with anxiety and shall drink water by measure and with 
dread. They may lack bread and water and may be dismayed, 
a man and his brother, and waste away because of their 
iniquity." 

There are some details to be cleared up. First, he was supposed 
to mix, in verse 9, wheat, barley, beans, lentils, millet and spelt. 
The Scripture doesn't say that was wrong to do. At least Ezekiel 
doesn't seem to object to that. But there are some verses of 
Scripture which might indicate that was not the proper way to make 
their bread. 

Leviticus 19:19: You shall not let your livestock breed with 

another kind, and you shall not sow your field with mixed seed. 

Deuteronomy 22:9: You shall not sow your vineyard with different 
kinds of seed lest the yield be defiled. 

Some believe they see in this mixture Ezekiel was supposed to make 
for his bread that it was really not kosher. But the passage itself 
doesn't raise that particular problem. Ezekiel was supposed to eat, 
while he was lying on his side, from this bread. In verse 10 we are 
told how much - 20 shekels. That would be around nine ounces. That 
would be his food for the day. Not very much. 

Then, in verse 11 , he was supposed to drink water by measure, a sixth 
of a hin. That would be two pints or less. So he did not have much 
bread or water and perhaps he lost some weight during that time. It 
was a restricted diet to point to the scarcity of food and water 
during the time of the siege. 
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In verse 12 : "You shall eat it as barley cakes and bake it with dung 
of human waste in their sight." That of course was something that 
Ezekiel objected to. Turn to Deuteronomy chapter 23. Perhaps this 
is not a very pleasant verse, but we are adults. Verse 12: Also 
you shall have a place for yourself outside the camp, and you 
shall go out, and you shall have for yourself implements [in 
the Hebrew, it is a paddle or a stake] among your equipment. 

And when you sit down outside, you shall dig with it and you 
shall turn and cover your refuse. For the Lord your God walks 
in the midst of your camp to deliver you and give your enemies 
before you. Therefore, your camp must be holy, for He may see 
no unclean thing among you and turn away from you. 

In other words, when you go to the bathroom you go outside. There 
were no portable toilets as those millions of people walked across 
the desert, and so this was the rule. You covered your refuse with 
that paddle. That was unclean in the sight of an orthodox believer 
in the Old Testament. 

Comment. They still do this in the military when you're traveling. 

Human waste is not healthy in the extreme. One time when I was in 
Israel there was an outbreak of cholera in Israel. I was somewhat 
concerned. The cholera was the result of using human waste as 
fertilizer for growing vegetables. One branch of the U.S. Embassy 
was near where I was staying and I consulted with them. 

Incidentally, I have a real appreciation for our people who work in 
the embassies in foreign countries.] One gentleman spoke to me, and 
he knew all about it, and said I needn't worry in Israel - they don't 
use human waste as fertilizer. The Arabs did and the outbreak was in 
the Arab areas of Israel. I am not saying that all the Arabs did 
that, but there were certain ones. 

Ezekiel is concerned, in verse 14 of chapter 4.: And I said, "Ah, 

Lord God, behold, I have never defiled myself from my youth 
until now. I have never eaten what died of itself [in Leviti¬ 
cus 17 we find that that was the rule], or that was torn by 
beasts [the reason in these cases being because the meat was 
not properly drained of the blood and they were not supposed 
to eat it], nor has any unclean flesh ever come into my mouth. 
And God said to me, "See, I am giving you cow dung instead of 
human waste, and you shall prepare your bread over it." 

Cow dumg is still used today in certain areas. When it is dried and 
used as fuel it glows and keeps its heat quite well. It was a good 
fuel and Ezekiel was permitted to use it. 

Q. That seems to contradict what is in verse 12. There God says he 
was to use the waste of man and here he is to use cow dung. 

A. It's a good question. She is raising the seeming contradiction 
between verse 12 and verse 15. In verse 12, God is saying to 
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him, "You shall eat barley cakes and bake it with dung of human 
waste in their sight." Then Ezekiel objects to that, in verse 
14, "Lord, I never did eat anything that would defile me." So 
that in verse 15 [let me read that again], "And God said to me, 

'I am giving you cow’s dung instead of man’s waste." In other 
words, "I am respecting your request, and therefore you don’t 
need to use human waste but use cow’s dung instead." So the 
Lord changed His orders at that particular time. 

Comment: Isn’t it interesting that it is all right to use animal 

waste but not human waste for fertilizer. 

Comment: I heard one time that it is all right to use cow dung 

because of the way the food is digested in a series of 
stomachs it is cleaner and free from disease. 

Another comment: It may also be because cows eat only vegetable 

matter and no meat. 

What was the purpose of God’s command to Ezekiel? Verse 13 : 

And the Lord said, "Thus shall the children of Israel eat their 
defiled bread among the Gentiles where I will drive them. 

In other words, this is defiled bread. You remember Daniel had that 
problem, Daniel chapter 1. He would not defile himself with the 
king's food. 

And then a lesson in verses 16 and 17 where the Lord would cut off 
the staff of bread in Jerusalem. "And they shall eat bread by weight 
and drink water by measure in order that they that lack bread and 
water may be dismayed." So a time of famine and difficulty was 
ahead, and that was the lesson of the bread Ezekiel was supposed to 
bake and the water he was supposed to drink. 

Review: The three sieges that brought down the final downfall of 

Judah and Jerusalem were 606 and 596 B.C., with the final one in 586 
B.C. - the final fall of the city of Jerusalem, the burning of the 
temple, etc. Ezekiel is sitting in Babylon after 596 looking toward 
the 586 downfall, and we are looking at a whole series of symbolic 
acts that Ezekiel carried on to portray the final downfall. 

In chapter 4, verse 1, there was the clay tablet on which Ezekiel 
portrayed the city of Jerusalem and its downfall. Then he lay on his 
right side and his left side to portray days which were equivalent to 
the sin, in a sense, of the people. Then in verse 9 he ate defiled 
bread, and also he drank a limited amount of water to indicate the 
terrible conditions of the siege. 

And now, in chapter 5 for another of his symbolic acts. 

Ezekiel 5:1-8 : "And you, son of man, take to yourself a sharp sword 
as a barber's razor, and make it pass over your head and over 
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your beard, and take 
the hair. You shall 
the city [that would 
when the days of the 
and strike around it 
third part you shall 
a sword after them. 


to yourself scales to weigh and divide them 
burn in a fire a third in the midst of 
be the clay tablet he had just made] and, 
siege are finished, you shall take a third 
[that is, the city] with a sword, and a 
scatter to the wind, and I will draw out 


"You shall also take a small number from there and bind them in 
the edge of your garment, and take from them [that is, from 
that little bit] again a remnant and throw them into the midst 
of the fire and burn them in the fire. From there a fire shall 
go out into all the house of Israel." Thus says the Lord God, 
"This is Jerusalem. I have set her in the midst of the nations 
and the countries all around her. She has exchanged My judg¬ 
ments for doing wickedness more than the nations and against My 
statutes, more than the countries that are all around her, for 
they have refused My judgments and they have not walked in them 
My statutes. 


"Therefore, thus says the Lord God, because you have multi¬ 
plied disobedience more than the nations that are all around, 
and you have not walked in My statutes nor kept My judgments 
but have done according to the judgments of the nations that 
are all around you. Therefore," says the Lord, "indeed, I 
also am against you and will execute judgments in your midst 
in the sight of the nations." 


We will look at a few details. In verse 1, Ezekiel is to take a 
sharp sword and use it as a razor to pass over his head and beard. 

In other words, he is to make a clean sweep of all his hair. That 
was contrary to the Levitical law. Remember, Ezekiel was a priest. 
In Leviticus 21 it says of the priests: "They shall not make bald¬ 
ness on their heads nor shall they shave the edge of their beard. 
This is forbidden." So Ezekiel was being asked to do something that 
was normally forbidden for a priest to convey the awesomeness of the 
judgment that was to come. 


In verse 2 he takes that hair and divides it into three parts. There 
is an explanation later in the chapter concerning what happens to 
them. He hides a little bit of the hair in his garment, then takes 
them out, verse 3 , and scatters them also, verse 4., to the fire. 

That describes the total use of the hair from his head and beard. 

The reason for that, verse 6., is that "they rebelled against My 
judgments for doing wickedness." So they were disobeying the Lord to 
the extent that the Lord was going to take and scatter and punish and 
burn all of them - one-third, one-third, one-third, and a small num¬ 
ber in addition to that. 


Verse 9. (notice the severity of this judgment): "And I will do in 
you what I have not done, and the like of which I will not do 
again, because of all your abominations. Therefore, fathers 


35 



EZEKIEL - Bishop 


shall eat sons in your midst and sons shall eat fathers. I 
will execute judgment in you, and all of you who remain I will 
scatter to every wind." 

Here is an awful, awful judgment - fathers eating sons and sons 
eating fathers. We have some information on that in Lamentations 
2:20: See, 0 Lord, and consider. To whom have You done this? 

Should the women eat their offspring [or the fruit] and infants 
they have cuddled? Should the priest and prophet be slain in 
the sanctuary of the Lord? 

Lamentations 4:10: The hands of the compassionate women have boiled 
their own children. They became food for them in the destruc¬ 
tion of the daughter of My people. 

In Jerusalem, against the north wall just across the street there is 
a little pathway that goes down into a cave, next to the present bus 
station. There is where Jeremiah supposedly sat and wrote the book 
of Lamentations. It was written after the downfall of Jerusalem in 
586 B.C. In it he records the actual incidents of people eating 
their own children. 

Josephus wrote concerning (not this downfall in 586 B.C.) the 
downfall in 70 A.D., and here is his record of what took place then, 
something very similar. Excerpts from The Wars of the Jews . book 6 
chapter 3: 

There was a certain woman that dwelt beyond Jordan, her name 
was Mary; her father was Eleazar. She was eminent for her 
family and her wealth and had fled away to Jerusalem with the 
rest of the multitude. The other effects of this woman had 
already been seized upon [that is, by the Romans], such I 
mean as she had brought with her out of Perea, and removed 
to the city. What she had treasured up besides, as also what 
food she had contrived to save, had also been carried off by 
the rapacious guards. [And those were the Romans.] ... 

She then attempted a most unnatural thing, and snatching up 
her son, who was a child sucking at her breast, she said, 

"0 thou miserable infant, for whom shall I preserve thee in 
this war, this famine, this sedition? As to the war with 
the Romans, if they preserve our lives, we must be slaves ...." 

As soon as she had said this, she slew her son and then 
roasted him and ate the one-half of him and kept the other 
half by her concealed. Upon this the seditious came in 
presently and smelling the horrid scent of this food, they 
threatened her [that is, those Romans] that they would cut 
her throat immediately if she did not show them what food 
she had gotten ready. She replied that she had saved a 
very fine portion of it for them, and withal uncovered what 
she had left of her son. Whereupon they were seized with 
horror and amazement and stood astonished at the sight. 
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To us it seems impossible. But it was true in a number of instances 

when God was judging the people because of their sin, in such a way 

that sons would eat fathers and fathers would eat sons. 

Back to Ezekiel 5:11 : "Therefore, as I live," says the Lord God, 
"surely, because you have defiled My sanctuary with all your 
detestable things and with all your abominations, therefore 
I will also diminish you. My eye will not spare, also I will 
have no pity." [Here we have a further explanation concerning 
the hair.] "A third of you shall die by the pestilence, and be 
consumed with famine in the midst, and a third shall fall by 
the sword all around you; and I will scatter a third to every 
wind, and I will draw out a sword after them, and My anger 
shall be spent. 

"And I will cause My fury to rest upon them; I will be com¬ 
forted. And they shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken My 
zeal in fulfilling My fury upon them. And I will make you 
into a waste and a reproach among the nations that are around 
you in the sight of all who pass by. And it shall be a re¬ 
proach and a taunt and an example and an astonishment to the 
nations that are around you when I execute judgment among you 
in anger and fury and in furious rebukes. I, the Lord, have 
spoken." 

We have here the explanation of the shaving of the head and of the 

beard and of the awesome consequences that it was to represent. 

Q. I wonder if the ministers who are always talking about a loving 
God ever read these verses. 

A. Not very often. Some of them, who are not really Bible believ¬ 
ers, rant upon the God of the Old Testament as being cruel and 
now we have love in the New Testament. We must believe the whole 
Bible, that God is not only a God of love but also a God of 
justice. 

Comment: We believe He is sovereign and has a right to do anything 

He wants. 

A. And also He never makes any mistakes. What He did, He did 
righteously and not simply because of a whim on His part. 

Comment: Sin must be judged. A God of love is also a God of 

justice. 

Another symbolic act, chapter 6. verse 11 : Thus says the Lord God, 
"Pound your hand and stamp with your foot and say, 'Alas, 
for all the evil abominations of the house of Israel, for 
they shall fall by the sword, by famine and by the plague. 

He who is afar off shall die by the plague; he who is near 
shall fall by the sword; and he who remains and is besieged 
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shall die by the famine.' Thus will I spend My fury upon 
them. And you shall know that I am the Lord God." 

That is quite self-explanatory - "Pounding your hand and stamping 
your foot" as a sign of indignation and total intense emotion at the 
sins of Israel. 

In this chapter there is a phrase that runs continually, and it is in 
other chapters as well. In chapter 6 verse 7, "you shall know that I 
am the Lord"; verse 10, "and they shall know that I am the Lord"; 
verse 13, "and you shall know that I am the Lord"; the last words in 
chapter 6, "then they shall know that I am the Lord." And so, the 
judgments were sent for the purpose of trying to move this hard¬ 
hearted people to a recognition of the Lord as their God. 

Chapter 7. verse 23.: Make a chain, for the land is filled with 

judgments of blood. The city is full of violence, and I will 
will bring the evil of the Gentiles, and they shall possess 
their houses. 

"Make a chain." That was to indicate that the people were going to 
go into captivity. Jeremiah 27:1: In the beginning of the reign of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to 
Jeremiah from the Lord saying, "Thus says the Lord, 'Make for 
yourselves bonds and yokes and put them on your neck, and send 
them to the king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the 
king of the sons of the Ammonites, and to the king of Tyre, and 
to the king of Sidon, by the hand of the messengers who come to 
Jerusalem to Zedekiah, king of Judah; and command them, "Go to 
your masters saying, 'Thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of 
Israel--thus shall you say to your masters, "I have made the 
earth, the man and the beast that are on the face of the earth 
by My great power, by My outstretched arm, and have given it to 
whom I have seen right in My eyes. And now I have given all 
these into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.’"" 

The bonds and yokes of verse 2 were a sign of that bondage, and that 
was literal. One other reference, Ezekiel 38:1 : Now the word of 

the Lord came to me saying, "Son of man, set your face against 
Gog, of the land of Magog, prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, 
and prophecy against them and say, "Thus says the Lord God, 
'Behold, I am against you, 0 Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech 
and Tubal [now the verse] and I will turn you around, put hooks 
in your jaws and lead you out."’ 

"Hooks in your jaws and will lead you out." Forgive me for a per¬ 
sonal reference. I studied in the Hebraic section of the Catholic 
University of America in Washington, D.C., in which there are some 
archaeological displays, and one of them was an obelisk with carvings 
in several sections, with pictures of men, etc. The fellows who were 
studying there jokingly called it a television, because as you looked 
at it, it was almost like looking at a television set. In one of 
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these sections was a group of captives that were being led away. 

This was a literal reproduction of what had actually happened. They 
had hooks put in their jaws and those hooks were connected to chains, 
and in that fashion they were being led away into captivity. I 
believe that is what Ezekiel was referring to here in chapter 7, 
verse 23. He said, "Make a chain." They knew he was implying that 
they were going to be led away from Jerusalem in that manner. 

Here, stamping the foot, cutting the hair, and making the chain were 
all remarkable in the sight of the people because they were to know 
when these things took place that the Lord, He was God. 

Ezekiel 12:1 : And the word of the Lord came to me saying, "Son of 
man, you dwell in the midst of a rebellious house, which has 
eyes to see but does not see, and ears to hear but does not 
hear, for they are a rebellious house. And you, son of man, 
prepare your belongings for captivity and go into into cap¬ 
tivity by day in their sight. You shall go from your place 
into captivity to another place in their sight. It may be 
that they will consider that they are a rebellious house." 

That action is explained in the following verses, but he is supposed 
to (in verse 3) prepare his belongings for captivity. 

Now the way he does it, verse 4: "By day you shall bring out your 
belongings in their sight as though going into captivity. And 
at evening you shall to in their sight like those who go into 
captivity. Dig through the wall [that was possible of course 
because most of the walls were of mud bricks] in their sight, 
carry your belongings out through it. In their sight you shall 
bear them on your shoulders and carry them out in the dark. 

You shall cover your face so that you do not see the ground, 
for I have made you a sign to the house of Israel." 

Notice strange goings on. Verse 4., in the day he is supposed to 
bring some of his stuff out that he will take for captivity. Then in 
the evening he is supposed to go out and dig through the wall, and 
then, look in such a manner, verse j>, "that you do not see the ground 
for you are a sign to Israel." 

Now a further explanation, verse 7. : So I did as I was commanded. 

I brought out my belongings by day as though going into cap¬ 
tivity, and at night I dug through the wall with my hand; I 
brought them out in the dark and I bore them on my shoulder 
in their sight. And in the morning the word of the Lord came 
to me saying, "Son of man, has not the house of Israel, the 
rebellious house, said to you, 'What are you doing?’" 

In other words, he actually did this. This was not a vision or a 
dream. He actually went through all of those actions. 
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And now the reason for that. Verse 11 : "Say, 'I am a sign to you.’ 
As I have done so shall it be done to them; they shall go into 
exile, into captivity. And the prince who is among them shall 
bear his belongings on his shoulder in the dark and go out. 

They shall dig through the wall to carry them out through it. 

He shall cover his face so that he cannot see the ground with 
his eyes. And I will spread My net over him and he shall be 
caught in my snare. I will bring him to Babylon to the land 
of the Chaldeans. Yet he shall not see it, and he shall die 
there." 

This is a prophecy, at least in part, verse 11 . concerning the prince 
in Jerusalem. It is interesting that Ezekiel was taken into cap¬ 
tivity during the reign of Jehoiachin. There was a later and last 
king, Zedekiah, but Ezekiel never calls him king. The dating in his 
book is always from the reign of Jehoiachin and not Zedekiah. He 
refers to Zedekiah, in verse 11, as the prince in Jerusalem, though 
not as the king. And that prince, Zedekiah, will take out his 
belongings, verse 12 . "He shall cover his eyes that he not see the 
ground, and, [in the middle of verse 13 1 "I will bring him to 
Babylon, to the land of the Chaldeans, yet he shall not see it, and 
he shall die there." 

This is quite a remarkable prophecy, as prophecies always are. Turn 
to Jeremiah 52. 

Q. Were they not already in captivity when Ezekiel was saying 
this? 

A. There was a series of three captivities. In 606 and 596 some of 
the people from Judah and Jerusalem were taken captive. But 
there still lay ahead the final captivity of 586. Zedekiah was 
king in Jerusalem and there were people in Jerusalem and the 
surrounding territory. They had not yet been taken into cap¬ 
tivity. Now Ezekiel is prophesying by this action that Zede¬ 
kiah and the rest of the people will be taken into captivity, 
which occurred in 586. 

Q. I have another one. It says they won’t be able to see the 

ground. Does that mean that some of them had their eyes put out? 

A. That is said only of the prince. The answer to that is in the 
Jeremiah 52 passage. 

Jeremiah 52, which fills out what is not said in the Ezekiel passage. 
Verse 1: Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king. 

And he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem." Verse 2: "He did 
evil in the sight of the Lord." Verse 3: "For because of the 
anger of the Lord, this happened in Jerusalem and Judah till He 
cast them out from His presence. And Zedekiah rebelled against 
the king of Babylon." 

That account as to do with the final captivity in 586. 
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Verse 4: And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign in 
the tenth month ... that the king of Babylon and his army 
came against Jerusalem. [Verse 5]: And the city was besieged 
until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah by the fourth month 
and the ninth day of the month. [That is the final 586 fall 
of the city.] 

Verse 7: Then the city was broken into, and all the men of war 
fled and went out of the city at night by way of the gate 
between the two walls, which is by the king's garden. And 
the Chaldeans were against the city all around, and they 
went by way of the plain [or the araba]. 

In that verse it mentions that the ones who were escaping went by the 
king's garden. In Jerusalem is the Pool of Siloam, and the overflow 
from that pool crosses the present road into a valley in which the 
king's garden once was located. These folks who were escaping, 
including Zedekiah, went that particular way and on down into the 
plain. 

Verse 8: But the army of the Chaldeans pursued them, and they 
overtook Zedekiah in the plains [or the araba] of Jericho. 

[That would have been some twelve or fifteen miles at least. 
Zedekiah and his men made it down as far as the Jordan River.] 
And his army was scattered from him. And they took the king 
and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah in the 
land of Hamath, and he pronounced judgment on him. 

If you will figure in your mind's eye going north to the Sea of 
Galilee and then to Mount Hermon, which is the farther extreme of the 
land of Israel, to the right is Damascus of Syria. Then north from 
Damascus about fifteen or twenty miles is this place called Riblah. 
There Zedekiah was taken before Nebuchadnezzar. 

Verse 10: Then the king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah 

before his eyes, and he also killed all the princes of Judah 
in Riblah. He also put out the eyes of Zedekiah. And the 
king of Babylon bound him in bronze fetters, took him to 
Babylon, and put him in the house of punishment until the 
day of his death. 

Notice, Zedekiah was taken as far as Riblah, his eyes were put out, 
and then he was taken bound to Babylon where he died. Now back to 
Ezekiel. 

Ezekiel 12:13 [speaking of the prince, Zedekiah, in the middle of the 
verse]: "I will bring him to Babylon, to the land of the Chaldeans, 

yet he shall not see it. [The reason? His eyes were put out.] 
And there he shall die." 

So here is an action which Ezekiel carries out - bringing his stuff 
to go into captivity, digging through the wall, covering his eyes. 
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and so on, portraying in a very unusual way the future captivity of 
Zedekiah and the people of Judah. 

Q. How did the word of the Lord come to him? 

A. There are a number of different ways in which this takes place. 
Turn to II Peter 1:20-21: "Knowing this first, that no prophecy 
of scripture came into being of any private origin. For prophecy 
came not at any time by the will of man, but holy men of God 
spoke as they were moved [or borne along] by the Holy Spirit." 

There are a number of different ways in which information was put 
into the Word of God. Sometimes men copied what other men had writ¬ 
ten by the Spirit of God. Luke says that in Luke chapter 1. But the 
remarkable thing is how, for example, did Moses know concerning the 
creation - he wasn't there, and no one was. Yet he wrote accurately 
about the creation. That's because the Holy Spirit moved upon the 
mind of the prophet and revealed to him directly what he should 
write, a strong moving of the Holy Spirit in the mind and on the hand 
of the prophet. 

That word "moved" in II Peter. In Acts, an account of the Apostle 
Paul on his way to Rome for the last time. They were on a ship and 
they got caught in a Euroclydon, a typhonic wind. They tried to 
steer the ship and they threw off all the goods on the ship. But 
finally it says, "When there was nothing else we could do we just let 
her drive," that is the strong, moving force of the wind against the 
ship. That word in II Peter 1, "moved," is like that - driven along 
by the Holy Spirit. 

Jude said, in his little book, "I wanted to write to you concerning 
the common salvation. But constraint was upon me to write concerning 
defending the faith." Jude wanted to write about something; the Holy 
Spirit said, "No, you're going to write about this." 

In a way that we cannot understand, the Holy Spirit, on Scripture 
writers, moved to reveal to them such a thing as Ezekiel records in 
Chapter 12. We sometimes get an inner urge concerning a matter, and 
I do not liken the Holy Spirit's work to an inner urge now, but it 
must have been something of that kind - a compulsive moving of the 
Spirit of God on a chosen scripture writer to write what he did. God 
could tell him ahead of time what was going to happen and he would 
write it, even though he did not know what he was writing. Sometimes 
the Holy Spirit spoke to them in an audible voice and sometimes by an 
inner driving. The Lord spoke to Moses "face to face," and also 
wrote for him the Ten Commandments on the mountain. 

How did Ezekiel know to prophesy just what was going to take place? 
The Lord told him, by the Spirit of God - II Peter 1:20, 21; II 
Timothy 3:16, "All scripture is given by inspiration of God," that 
is, the moving of the Holy Spirit. In Matthew 5:18 the Lord says 
that every jot and tittle is perfect. So when they were finished 
writing, it was a perfect revelation from God. 
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We don't have that sort of thing today because we have a completed 
revelation. The Holy Spirit now will teach us from the Scriptures. 
But Scripture is completed, I Corinthians 13. 

There are so many remarkable things in Scripture. Sometimes we get 
accustomed to it and we lose the wonder of it all. 

Ezekiel 12:17 [it is practically self-explanatory]: And the word 

of the Lord came to me saying, "Son of man, eat your bread with 
quaking and drink your water with trembling and with anxiety, 
and say to the people of the land, 'Thus says the Lord God 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the land of Israel 
[that is, those who have still not been taken into captivity], 
"They shall eat their bread with anxiety and drink their 
water with dread so that their land may be emptied of her 
fullness, because of the violence of those who dwell there. 

And the cities that are inhabited shall be wasteland, and 
the land shall become desolate, and you shall know that I 
am the Lord."'" 

In verse 18, "eat your bread with quaking" - that's a shaking, such 
as a fear that comes on them from a crash. "Drink your water with 
trembling," they were afraid of what was going to take place, "and 
with anxiety," anxious care. They no doubt wondered "what in the 
world is going to happen to us?" Here was Ezekiel - he was going 
to eat some bread and drink some water and tremble while he ate and 
drank. That was to be a sign that the people in Jerusalem would go 
through that sort of experience in the final conquest of Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar . 

More Symbolic Acts of Ezekiel: 

Ezekiel 21 beginning at verse £ (in some Bible translations the 
following verses are in poetry rather than in prose) I will point 
out some symbolic acts. In verse 12 it says, "Cry and wail"; in the 
latter part of verse 12 it says, "Strike your thigh." In the middle 
of verse 14 it says, "Strike palm to palm," that is, strike your 
hands together. In verse 17 . the Lord also says, "I will beat My 
palm to My palm." They were common actions which I think are self- 
explanatory - crying and wailing, striking the thigh and striking the 
hands. No doubt they were readily understood by the people in 
Ezekiel's day. 

In Ezekiel 24 there is an extended act on Ezekiel's part. To under¬ 
stand that, turn to chapter 11 to identify two things. Ezekiel 11:3 . 
the latter part of the verse: "The city is the boiling pot, and we 
are the meat." This passage says that Jerusalem symbolicly was a 
caldron, or a boiling pot, and the people were the meat. Go back to 
chapter 24. 

Ezekiel 24:1 : And it came to pass in the ninth year in the tenth 
month on the tenth day of the month the word of the Lord came 


43 



EZEKIEL - Bishop 


to me saying, "Son of man, write for yourself the name of the 
day, this very day, the king of Babylon has besieged Jerusalem, 
this very day, and speak a parable to the rebellious house and 
say to them, 'Thus says the Lord.’" 

Concerning "this day," it is remarkable that Ezekiel, some hundreds 
of miles away, knew by the inspiration of the Lord that this was the 
very day that the siege of Jerusalem was going to start. In order to 
symbolize that he now, in verse 3, is to carry out some actions. 

"Put on the pot - set it on - and also pour water into it - gather 
pieces of meat in it, every good piece, the thigh and the shoulder. 
Fill it with choice cuts, take the choice of the flock, also pile 
fuel under it, make it boil well and let the cuts simmer in it." 

Notice, he was supposed to set a pot on the fire, put some choice 
pieces in it, and, according 11:3 . that was the people. The city 
of Jerusalem the pot, the pieces of meat the people in the city of 
Jerusalem, and the Lord was going to have Ezekiel boil that pot. 

Verse 5, "Let the cuts simmer in it. Therefore, thus says the Lord, 
'Woe to the bloody city, to the pot whose scum is in it and whose 
scum is not gone from it.'" He is portraying in this figure of 
speech the siege against the city of Jerusalem. 

In verse 11 . Ezekiel is supposed to do something in addition. "Set 
it [that is, the pot] empty on the coals that it may become hot 
and its bronze may burn, that its filthiness may be melted in 
it, that its scum may be consumed." 

Occasionally that happens. I know one of our neighbors who forgot 
she had a dry pot on the stove and forgot to turn the stove off, and 
you know what happened. This is the sort of thing we have here. 
Ezekiel was to boil the pot furiously, and in addition he was to let 
it run dry and burn it. That was to convey the events which were 
going to take place and the hardships which the inhabitants of the 
city of Jerusalem were to undergo. 

One final symbol. Jeremiah 16 (by way of contrast) verse 1: The 
word of the Lord, also came to me saying [that's to Jeremiah], 
"You [that's in the singular - "You, Jeremiah"] shall not take 
a wife, nor shall you have sons or daughters in this place. 

For thus says the Lord concerning the sons and concerning 
daughters who are born in this place and concerning their 
mothers who bore them and concerning their fathers who begot 
them in this land, 'They shall die of deadly diseases and they 
shall not be lamented nor shall they be buried, but they shall 
be dung on the face of the earth.'" 

Jeremiah 16:5: For thus says the Lord, "Do not [again that is in 
the Hebrew singular] enter the house of mourning nor go to 
lament or bemoan them, for I have taken away My peace from 
this people," says the Lord, "even lovingkindness and com- 
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passion. Both the great and the small shall die in this 
land. They shall not be buried, neither shall men lament for 
them nor cut themselves nor make themselves bald for them. 

Nor shall men break bread in mourning for them to comfort them 
for the dead, nor shall men give them the cup of consolation 
to drink for their father and their mother." 

Jeremiah was told not to marry nor have children because the chil¬ 
dren, the mothers and the fathers living in Jerusalem would undergo 
tremendous persecution and sacrifice. 

By way of contrast, in Ezekiel 24 . Ezekiel had a very wonderful wife 
and he loved his wife dearly. Notice verse 16.: "Son of man, 

behold I take away from you the desire of your eyes with a 
plague. Yet you shall neither mourn nor weep, and let not 
your tears come. Groan in silence; make no mourning for the 
dead. Bind your turban on your head and put your shoes on 
your feet. Do not cover your lips; do not eat man's bread." 

And I spoke to the people in the morning, and in the evening 
my wife died. And the next morning I did as I was commanded. 

And the people said to me, "Will you not tell us what these 
things signify to us that you are doing?" 

The things that would normally accompany death. In the middle of 
verse 16 . "You shall neither mourn nor weep, and let not your tears 
come." That certainly must have been difficult for Ezekiel because 
he had just lost "the desire of his eyes." He was to groan in 
silence, verse 17 . He was to make no mourning for the dead. "Bind 

your turban on you." Usually they removed the turban and sprinkled 

dust on their bare heads. "Put your shoes on your feet." Sometimes 
they were taken off for expressing distress. "Do not cover your lip" 
- that is a sign of disgrace. "And do not eat man's bread." 

I suppose they did this where you have lived also, but in the little 
town where I lived in Ohio, when a family had a death other families 
would bring in the meals for the day of the funeral and for later 
days. They would help out, and I would say it was a blessing to have 
them do that for those in distress. Here in verse 17, Ezekiel was 
not to "eat man's bread." 

To their question, "What does this signify?" he now answers in verse 

20 : And I said to them, "The word of the Lord came to me saying, 

'Speak to the house of Israel, "Thus says the Lord, behold I 
will profane your sanctuary, the pride of your strength, the 
desire of your eyes, and the yearning of your souls.’" 

You and I probably do not appreciate how much the Jewish people loved 
the temple. At times they would say "the Temple, the Temple, the 
Temple," repeating it three times for emphasis. It was the center of 
their thinking. As Ezekiel lost the "desire of his eyes," so the 
people in Jerusalem were going to lose their sanctuary, the desire of 
their eyes. 
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Verse 22 : And you shall do as I have done. You shall not cover your 
lips nor eat man's bread. Your turbans shall be on your heads 
and your shoes on your feet. You shall neither mourn nor weep, 
but you shall pine away in your iniquity and groan as man to 
his brother. Thus Ezekiel is for a sign to you. According to 
all that he has done, you shall do. When this comes, you 
shall know that I am the Lord. 

Verses 25-27 : And you, son of man, it will not be in the day when I 
take from them the strength, joy of their glory, the desire of 
their eyes and the yearning of their souls, their sons and their 
daughters. On that day one who escapes will come to you to 
cause the ears to hear. On that day your mouth will be open to 
him who has escaped. You shall speak and no longer be mute 
and you will be a sign to them, and they shall know that I am 
the Lord. 

I will remind you of what happened to Ezekiel in chapter 3. The Lord 
says: I will make your tongue cling to the roof of your mouth and 

you shall be mute. But when I speak with you I shall open your 
mouth and you shall say to them, "Thus says the Lord." 

Ezekiel was not permitted to speak, starting from chapter 3 verse 26 
unless the Lord told him to speak to the people. But now in chapter 
24 verse 27 says, "On that day that one comes who has escaped from 
that destruction your mouth will be open to him who has escaped and 
shall speak and no longer be mute. And you shall be a sign to them 
and they shall know that I am the Lord." 

Ezekiel is told that there is coming a day when Jerusalem will fall 
and the temple will be destroyed, and someone will come from Jeru¬ 
salem and report to you. When he does, on that day your mouth will 
be open. 

Ezekiel 33:21 : And it came to pass in the twelfth year of our 
captivity in the tenth month on the fifth day of the month 
that one who had escaped from Jerusalem came to me and said, 

"The city has been captured." Now the hand of the Lord had 
been upon me the evening before the man came who had escaped, 
and He had opened my mouth before he came to me in the morning. 
And my mouth was opened and I was no longer mute. 

Incidentally, this was over a year after the prophecy was made in 
chapter 24 (and more than seven years after chapter 3), when Ezekiel 
would speak only as the Lord moved him. But now, in chapter 33, he 
was at liberty to speak after the fall of Jerusalem. 

Now let us move back to Ezekiel chanter 8.. There are three chapters 
that are tied together relating to the city of Jerusalem. I want to 
distinguish three things. 

The tabernacle built by Moses in the wilderness was a temporary, 
portable structure some 50 feet wide and 150 feet long and surrounded 
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by a linen fence. Inside that fence was an altar for the sacrifices 
and a laver where the pieces were washed. Then there was a tiny 
building some 15 by 45 feet made of five layers of skins thrown over 
some structure. In that building were two compartments, one the Holy 
Place containing the shewbread, altar of incense, and golden candle¬ 
sticks, and in the other compartment behind the veil was the Ark of 
the Covenant. The tabernacle in the wilderness was a simple, port¬ 
able structure. 

In the time of David and Solomon a new, permanent temple was built in 
Jerusalem. That temple was destroyed by the Babylonians at the time 
when Ezekiel prophesied, and it lay in ruins until the return under 
Ezra and Nehemiah when another temple was built. That temple fell 
somewhat into ruin and disuse, and when Herod the Great came on the 
throne at the time of our Lord he enlarged area and beautified that 
temple. As we count, that might be the third temple (or structure) 
(after the tabernacle in the wilderness). Solomon's temple, number 
one, the temple of Ezra and Nehemiah could be referred to as the 
second temple, and Herod's as the third. However, our Jewish friends 
call Herod's the second temple. Herod's temple was ruined by the 
Romans in 70 A.D. 

In Ezekiel 8 we will visit Solomon's temple. There are two passages 
of Scripture I want to refer to. The first is I Chronicles 28. 

You remember that David wanted to build a temple but was not permit¬ 
ted by the Lord to do so. However, he made extensive plans and 
gathered many materials for the building that Solomon would con¬ 
struct. In verse 11 of I Chronicles 28: David gave his son 
Solomon the plans for the porch and the house and its 
treasuries and its upper chambers and its inner chambers 
and the house of the Mercy Seat, and the plans for all that 
he had by the Spirit with him. 

They were not just David's ideas; he was directed by the Spirit of 
God to make those plans. 

Then some of the things mentioned in verse 13, the division of the 
priests and the Levites; in verse 15, the lampstands (notice that is 
plural). In the tabernacle there was only one lampstand; in Solo¬ 
mon's temple there were ten lampstands. Then in verse 16, "by weight 
he gave gold for the tables of shewbread" - notice that's plural. In 
the tabernacle there was only one table of shewbread; in Solomon's 
temple there were ten tables of shewbread lined up five on either 
side of the Holy Place. In verse 18 there would be an altar of in¬ 
cense, and so on. In verse 19 David said, "The Lord made me under¬ 
stand in writing by His hand upon me all the works of these plans." 

I Kings 7:1. I will begin at chapter 6 verse 37 to tie us in: 

And in the fourth year the foundation of the house of the 
Lord was laid, in the month of Zif. And in the eleventh year 
in the month of Bui, which is the eighth month, the house was 
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finished in all its details and according to all its plans. 

So he was seven years in building it. 

Solomon took seven years to build the temple. Now chapter 7 verse 
1: But Solomon took thirteen years to build his own house. So he 

finished all his house. He built also the house of the forest 
of Lebanon. [Then follows a description. Verse 6] He made 
also the hall of pillars. [Then in verse 7] He made a hall of 
judgments. 

In verse 12 there is the great court, and in the middle of verse 11 
there was the inner court of the house of the Lord and the porch. 

The arrangements of Solomon's temple were entirely different from 
those of Herod's. We need an understanding of the arrangement of 
Solomon's temple to follow Ezekiel's visit and the events in chapters 
8, 9 and 10 of Ezekiel. [See attached map.] 

In Solomon's temple there is a great court that runs all the way 
around. Then there is a middle court; then the temple, the altar, 
the royal palace, the throne room, and the house of Lebanon. 

One other reference to help in our understanding. 

In I Kings 10:14: The weight of gold that came to Solomon in one 
year was six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold. Besides 
that from the traveling merchants, from the income of traders, 
from all the kings of Arabia, from the governors of the country. 
And King Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered 
gold. 

The word used for "shields" indicates shields offering protection on 
three sides - the front and two sides - very large shields. 

In verse 17: "Three hundred shields of hammered gold" [those were 
small round shields] [And the last of verse 17]: "And he put them 
in the house of the forest of Lebanon." 

At least one of the uses of the house of the forest of Lebanon was to 
store the armaments Solomon had made. It was the armory of Solomon. 

More about Ezekiel's muteness. 

In chanter 3., verse 26 . the Lord said to Ezekiel: I will make your 
tongue cleave to the roof of your mouth and you shall be mute. 
But when I speak with you I shall open your mouth and you 
shall say to them, "Thus saith the Lord." 

There began a period of partial muteness on the part of Ezekiel. 

Only when the Lord enabled him was he able to speak. In chapter 24 
Ezekiel is told, "On the day the one who escapes [that is, from 
the destruction of Jerusalem] will come to you, and on that 
day your mouth will be opened." 
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Then in chapter 33 . verses 21 and 22 : And it came to pass in the 
tenth year in the tenth month on the fifth day one who had 
escaped from Jerusalem came to me, and the Lord opened my 
mouth. 

The period covered by chapters 3 through 33 is seven years and six 
months during which Ezekiel was able to speak only partially. From 
chapter 24 through chapter 33 was a little over a year. Ezekiel had 
a long period of partial muteness in his ministry. 

More regarding Solomon's and Herod's temples. 

There was a question concerning I Chronicles chapter 28 where David 
said he received the plans for the temple from the Lord, and my read¬ 
ing in I Kings 7 concerning Solomon's building the temple. I want to 
clarify my remarks concerning the difference between Solomon's temple 
and Herod's temple, which was the one in the time of Christ. 

In Solomon's temple there was a large outer court, or Great Court, 
which included all of the buildings. Within that there was Middle 
Court containing the royal palace, and an Inner Court, which con¬ 
tained the temple and the altar of incense. Herod's temple did not 
have this arrangement and no palace. There was an outer court which 
was the Court of the Gentiles, a smaller Court of the Women, and an 
inner Court of the Priests. 

I read I Kings chapter 7 to emphasize these various courts. As we 
turn now to Ezekiel chapter 8, I want use this to follow Ezekiel's 
movements. Beginning with verse 1.: And it came to pass in the 

sixth year in the sixth month on the fifth day of the month, 
as I sat in my house [you remember Ezekiel had a house in 
Babylon] and the elders of Judah were sitting before me, the 
hand of the Lord God fell upon me there. 

In other words, the elders came to Ezekiel, perhaps for information. 
We are not told just why, but there they are before Ezekiel in his 
house. Verse 2 : And I looked, and there was a likeness like 

the appearance of fire from the appearance of His waist and 
downward, and from His waist and upward like the appearance 
of the brightness like the color of amber. And He stretched 
out the form of a hand and took me by a lock of my head, and 
the Spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heavens and 
brought me in visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the 
north gate of the inner court where the seat of the image of 
jealousy was which provokes to jealousy. Behold, the glory 
of the God of Israel was there like the vision which I saw in 
the plain [that is, back in chapter 1]. 

As we read through here we'll find quite a few references to that 
remarkable vision Ezekiel had in chapter 1, where the chariot of the 
Lord came with the throne on top and the Lord seated on the throne. 

We will skip that part and just follow Ezekiel's movements. 
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He is taken, verse 3, "by the lock of my head and lifted up and, in 
visions, ... brought to the door of the north gate of the inner court 
where the seat of the image of jealousy was." There is some argument 
as to whether Ezekiel actually visited Jerusalem. I don't think he 
did, because it says he was taken there "in vision." In chapter 11 
verse 24, "Then the Spirit took me up and brought me in the vision by 
the Spirit of God into Chaldea to the exiles, and the vision which I 
had seen went up from me, and I spoke to the exiles all the things 
the Lord had shown me." So chapters 8, 9, 10 and 11 have to do with 
a vision of what Ezekiel saw and did in his transportation in vision 
to Jerusalem. 

Notice where he was brought to - "the door of the north gate of the 
inner court," verse 3. He was brought to the entrance to the inner 
court [number 3 on the map]. There he sees an "image of jealousy." 
Just what that was we are not told. I copied out some verses of 
scripture earlier in the historical books which give an idea of the 
awesomeness of this. 

II Kings 21:7: "And Manasseh set up a carved image of the Asherah 
which he had made in the house of the Lord." These Asherah were 
images set up to worship in the place of God, right in the temple 
area. You can imagine what an abomination that was. 

Then in II Chronicles 33:15: "Manasseh removed the idol out of the 
house of the Lord and threw it outside the city." You will remember 
that for a long time Manasseh was a very, very wicked king. Then at 
the very end of his reign he turned to the Lord and threw the idol 
out of the temple. 

Then II Kings 23:6: "And Josiah brought out the Ashtoreth from the 
house of the Lord to the outside of Jerusalem, to the brook Kidron, 
and burned it at the brook Kidron and ground it to powder, and threw 
the powder on the graves of the sons of the people [that is, the 
idolatrous people]." 

When Josiah came to the throne, someone had placed an image again in 
the temple, and Josiah, who was a good king, threw it out, burned it 
and threw the ashes on the graves of the idolatrous people. 

Without any further information in the Scripture, after Josiah's time 
apparently someone had again set up an idol of worship. What we 
shall see here is how awful, how awesome, the sin of the people of 
Jerusalem was. 

Ezekiel 8:7 : So He brought me to the door of the court, and when 
I looked there was one hole in the wall. Then He [that is, 
the Lord] said to me, "Son of man, dig into the wall." And 
when I dug into the wall there was a single door. And He 
said to me, "Go in and see the wicked abominations which 
they are doing here." 
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So I went in and saw, and behold, every form of creeping 
thing, abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of 
Israel portrayed [or engraved] on all the walls. And there 
stood before them seventy men of the elders of the house of 
Israel, and in their midst stood Jaazaniah, the son of Shaphan. 
Each man had his censer in his hand and a thick cloud of in¬ 
cense went up. Then He said to me, "Son of man, have you seen 
what the elders of the house of Israel do in the dark, every 
man in the room of his idols? For they say, 'The Lord does 
not see us, the Lord has forsaken the land.'" 

I suggest that Ezekiel moves back and in the wall he sees a hole. 

He is supposed to dig through that, and he sees seventy men of the 
elders of Israel, representing apparently what the people of Israel 
were doing -- they were worshiping every sort of creeping thing, 
abominable beasts, idols, and so on as they were portrayed on the 
walls. Here again, some feel that this was only in their imagina¬ 
tion. Others feel that there were actually rooms. We do know there 
were rooms that had been built against those walls, some of which 
were used as storerooms. I think it was an actual incident in which 
Ezekiel was able to see what these men were worshiping. It was a 
terrible indictment of what the people in Jerusalem were doing at 
this time. 

They said, in the last of verse 12, "... every man in the room of his 
idols? For they say, 'The Lord does not see us, the Lord has for¬ 
saken the land.’" In other words, they justified what they were 
doing for they said God isn't omniscient. He doesn't know what we're 
doing. He has deserted us. He has gone some place else. 

A third thing Ezekiel saw. Verse 13 : And He [the Lord] said to 
me, "Turn again and you will see greater abominations that 
they are doing." So He brought me to the door of the north 
gate of the Lord's house and, behold, women were sitting there 
weeping for Tammuz. Then He said to me, "Have you seen this, 

0 son of man? Turn again, you will see greater abominations 
than these." 

Here is Ezekiel turning, and what I think happens is that he turns 
back toward the gate and against the wall and he sees women worship¬ 
ing Tammuz. Tammuz was a Sumerian god of vegetation. The legend is 
that during the summer months this god dies as the vegetation dies, 
and then in the spring he is born again to life when the vegetation 
comes back to life with the rains. The women mourn for him at the 
time of his death, and in this connection there are some terrible, 
terrible licentious acts that are carried on, especially by the 
women, in the court next to the temple area. This practice was 
carried over into other religions as well, and Tammuz was similar 
to the Greek god Adonis, but it began in Sumeria. 

Here again, this was revolting to the true God, and they were carry¬ 
ing this worship on near His temple. 
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Ezekiel 8:16 : So He brought me to the inner court of the Lord's 
house. And, behold, at the door of the temple of the Lord 
between the porch and the altar were about twenty-five men 
with their backs toward the temple of the Lord and their faces 
toward the east, and they were worshiping the sun toward the 
east. 

And He said to me, "Have you seen this, 0 son of man? Is it 
a trivial thing for the house of Judah to commit the abomina¬ 
tions which they commit here? For they have filled the land 
with violence, and they have returned to provoke Me to anger, 
and, behold, they put the branch to their nose. And I also 
will act in fury. My eye will not spare nor will I have pity, 
and though they cry in My ears with a loud voice I will not 
hear them." 

Ezekiel now goes inside the court of the temple, and between the 
temple and the altar he sees the men worshiping the sun toward the 
east - sun worship, right in the holy place that should have been 
worship of the true God. The Lord says again, you can see why I will 
not spare. 

There were twenty-five men with their backs toward the temple. It is 
quite possible that these were priests because this was the area that 
only the priests were supposed to enter. I did a little checking on 
sun worship and found some references in the Old Testament that I did 
not know before. 

II Chronicles 29: For our fathers have trespassed and done evil 
in the eyes of the Lord, and they have forsaken Him and have 
turned their faces away from the dwelling place of the Lord 
and have turned their backs on Him," [as they were doing here 
in Ezekiel]. 

Also Moses warned about this, "Take heed lest you lift up your eyes 
toward the heavens, and when you see the sun and the moon and the 
stars and all the hosts of heaven, that you be drawn away and worship 
them and serve them." So Moses foresaw that they would attempt to 
worship the sun and the moon and the stars. 

II Kings 23:5 [this is an act of good King Josiah]: Then he 

removed the idolatrous priests ... those who burned incense 
to Baal, to the sun, to the moon, to the constellations .... 

So there were priests who were burning incense, worshiping the sun. 

Verse 11: Then he removed the horses that the kings of Judah had 
given to the, sun at the entrance of the house of the Lord, 
by the chamber of Nathan-Melech, the officer who was in the 
court, and he burned the chariots of the sun with fire. 

Historical records indicate that not only did they worship the sun, 
but they had a procession in honor of the sun in which they used 
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chariots drawn by horses dedicated especially to this worship. So 
Ezekiel now sees these twenty-five priests worshiping the sun toward 
the east. No wonder God was angry with them. 

Ezekiel 8:17 : And the Lord said to me, "Have you seen, 0 son of 
man, is it a trivial thing to the house of Judah to commit 
the abominations which they commit here? For they have filled 
the land with violence, and they have returned to provoked Me 
to anger, and, behold, they have put the branch to their nose." 

"They have put the branch to their nose." There is a difference of 
opinion as to the meaning of this. 

I want to say a word about a group of Jewish scholars called the 
Sopherim. They were rabbinical scholars who did much work with the 
Hebrew text of the Old Testament. For example, the old written 
Hebrew almost looked like a scribble, all in lower case. The Sopher¬ 
im gradually changed the Hebrew text to all capital letters. They 
counted the number of verses in a book, they counted the central 
verse, and they put notations in the margins, so they were very care¬ 
ful in the way they handled the Hebrew text. Sometimes they would 
come to a word, and they weren't exactly sure that word should be in 
the text, but they didn't want to remove it. So they would insert a 
number of dots above the word to alert Hebrew scholars that perhaps 
that word did not belong in Hebrew text. Then there were cases where 
they wanted to protect certain people in the Bible, especially the 
Lord. 

Turn to Judges 18:30 (still regarding the Sopherim): Then the 

children of Dan set up for themselves the carved images, and 
Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, and his 
sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the 
captivity of the land. [The son of Gershom, the son of 
Manasseh, the Scripture reads.] 

"MSH" is the way you would write "Moses" in Hebrew, but in the Hebrew 
text there is an "N" written above, which would make it "Manasseh." 

It is the work of the Sopherim to protect the honor of Moses, because 
Gershom was actually a son of Moses. So they think this is a ref¬ 
erence to that Gershom, and they indicate that by putting the "N" 
above the regular Hebrew text. 

Q. Is this the son of Moses or of Manasseh? 

A. Moses had two sons. Gershom was the name of one of them. Here 
is a fellow who was serving as an idolatrous priest, and they 
[the Sopherim] didn't think it would honor Moses by having his 
son serve as an idolatrous priest so they [the Sopherim] changed 
it to Manasseh. Scholars seeing that "N" above know that it 
actually reads Moses. The English Bible reads Manasseh. The 
Sopherim knew it should read Moses, but they put the "N" above 
to protect the honor of Moses. 
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The last of Ezekiel 8:17, and our translation reads, "And behold they 
put the branch to their nose." The Sopherim felt that it read "My 
nose." But they were talking about God. Therefore, to put a branch 
to the nose of God was to them, and to us, a very vulgar motion, so 
they changed it from "My nose" to "their nose." 

These twenty-five men were involved in idolatrous worship of the sun 
toward the east, turning their backs on the temple, and putting the 
branch to God's nose. So God said, "For that reason I will not spare 
them. " 

Q. In spite of the care they were taking to protect God's word, 

Islam says that theirs is correcting all the errors in our 
Bible. 

A. Islam. Many historical errors in the Koran can be shown. 

In a case such as this in the Bible, we know which changes have 
been suggested, and therefore the original text has not been 
changed. There is a great deal of difference between our Bible 
and the Koran. We know [in the Bible] what the Sopherim sug¬ 
gested the original text ought to be. The copies of the Koran 
vary a great deal and errors can be proven. 

We are in the midst of a vision Ezekiel had in chapter 8. In verse 3 
he is taken by the Lord in vision to Jerusalem. There in the temple 
area he sees a number of things that are definitely reasons for the 
judgment of God upon those people. 

In Ezekiel 8:5 he sees the jealousy and describes that. In verses 8. 
and 9 , and following, he enters into an apartment and sees the many 
idols portrayed on the walls that the people are worshiping. And in 
verse 14 the women are worshiping Tammuz. Then in verses 16 through 
25 men, apparently the priesthood and the chief priest, with their 
backs toward the temple, are worshiping the sun. So God is pointing 
out to Ezekiel and to the elders before him why He is bringing 
judgment. 

Now in chapter 9 there is another step, because this vision lasts all 
the way through chapter 11. Chapter 9:1 : Then He called out in 
my hearing with a loud voice saying, "Let those who have 
charge over the city draw near, each with his weapon of 
destruction." And behold, six men came from the direction 
of the upper gate which faces north, each with his shattering 
weapon in his hand. And one man among them was clothed with 
linen and had a scribe's inkhorn at his side. They went in 
and stood beside the bronze altar. 

In the temple arrangement on the map, these came in from the north 
gate, passed through the altar gate and stood before the bronze altar 
in the temple area. Then one appears [the last of verse 2] with a 
scribe's inkhorn at his side. It might remind you of a schoolboy's 
study box. He is to perform a particular act. 
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Verse 3 , in the middle: And He [that is, the Lord] called to the 
man clothed with linen, who had the scribe's inkhorn at his 
side, and the Lord said to him, "Go through the midst of the 
city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the 
foreheads of the men who sigh and cry over the abominations 
that are done within it." 

This man is to go and put a mark on the foreheads of those who love 
the Lord. Overzealous Christian interpreters in days gone by have 
misunderstood that. The word "mark" in Hebrew is the word "tau." But 
it is sometimes abbreviated by something that looks like a cross, so 
some have said, "He is marking them with the cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ." That is not the intent of that word in this place. It is 
used in other places in another way. 

Turn to Job 31. Job was having his problems. He lost everything 
except his wife. Then his three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, 
come to comfort him. After sitting there for seven days they turned 
loose in what turns out to be a torrent of accusations against Job. 

He is a sinner or this wouldn't have happened to him; he has stolen 
from everybody, and so on. So Job, finally, in chapter 31, verse 35 
says, "Oh that I had one to hear me. Here is my mark. Let the 
Almighty answer me, and let my accuser write a book as an indict¬ 
ment ." 

"Here is my mark" - "here is my tau" [in the Hebrew]. It is like a 
person today who cannot write but makes his X. That is simply what 
is meant back in Ezekiel 9. The man with the inkhorn is going to go 
through the city and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh 
and cry over the abominations. This occurs in other places: the 
hundred forty-four thousand in Revelation 7 are sealed with a mark. 

So God is marking those who are His own. 

Ezekiel 9:5 : And to these [that is, the other six men] He said 
in my hearing, "Go after him through the city and smite and 
do not let your eye spare nor have any pity. Utterly slay 
old and young men, maidens and children and women, but do not 
come near any on whom is the mark, and begin at My sanctuary." 

So they began with the elders who were before the temple. 

[That refers to those in chapter 8.] 

Verse 1 _\ Then He said to them, "Defile the temple and fill the 
courts with the slain [the dead bodies would defile the 
courtyard]. Go out." And they went out and killed in the 
city. And so it was that while they were striking them and 
I was left alone, then I fell on my face and cried out and 
said. "Ah, Lord God, will You destroy all the remnant of 
Israel, pouring out Your fury on Jerusalem?" [That is, the 
remnant that's left in the city.] 

And He said to me, "The iniquity of the House of Israel and 
Judah is exceedingly great. The land is full of bloodshed 
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and city full of perversity, for they say, 'The Lord has 
forsaken the land, and the Lord does not see.’ And as for 
He also. My eye will neither spare nor will I have pity, but 
I will have placed their deeds upon their own heads." And 
behold, the man clothed with linen who had the inkhorn by 
his side reported the matter saying, "I have done as You have 
commanded." 

There is a vision of marking out those who were to be saved out of 
the total slaughter in Jerusalem. 

Chanter 10:1 : And I looked, and behold, in the firmament that was 
above the head of the cherubim there appeared something like 
a sapphire stone, like the image of the form of a throne 
[we read about that in chapter 1]. And He [that is, God 
on the throne] said to the man clothed with linen, "Go in 
among the wheels under the cherub, fill your hands with 
coals of fire from among the cherubim and scatter them over 
the city." And he went in as I watched. 

Not only were the people to be slain, but the city was to be burned. 

Verse 6: And it came to pass, when He commanded the man clothed 
with linen saying, "Take fire from among the wheels, from 
among the cherubim," that he went and stood beside the wheels. 
And the cherub stretched out his hand from among the cherubim 
to the fire that was among the cherubim and took some of it 
and put it into the hands of the man clothed with linen, who 
took it and went out. 

He went out to accomplish his task. The city was to be burned by 
fire. Ezekiel's message was full of judgment. 

Chapter 11:1 : Then the Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the 
East Gate of the Lord's house, which faces eastward, and 
behold, at the door of the gate were twenty-five men, among 
whom I saw Jaazaniah, the son of Azzur, and Pelatiah, the 
son of Benaiah, leaders of the people. 

Ezekiel now moves to the door of the east part of the temple area. 

Verse 2 : And He said to me, "Son of man, these are the men to 

devise iniquity and give wicked counsel in this city, who say. 

There is a difference of opinion as to how this verse should be 
translated. On the basis of Hebrew accents, on the basis of some 
observations of the rabbis, and of Jeremiah, I suggest the following 

"The time is not near [that is, for judgment]. Build houses. 
This city is the caldron and we are the meat." 

What they are saying is, "The time isn't near for any judgment. We 
are going to build our houses and stay right here. The city is the 
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caldron, we are protected; we are the meat inside the caldron, and 
therefore we are safe." 

Verse 4.: "Therefore, prophesy against them, prophesy, 0 son of 
man." Then the Spirit of the Lord fell upon me and said to 
me, "Speak! 'Thus says the Lord: thus you have said 0 house 
of Israel, for I know the things that have come into your 
spirit. You have multiplied your slain in this city, you 
have filled its streets with the slain. Therefore, thus says 
the Lord, 'Your slain, whom you have laid in its midst, they 
are the meat and this city is the caldron, but I shall bring 
you out of the midst of it. You have feared the sword, and I 
will bring a sword upon you," says the Lord, "and I will bring 
you out of its midst, deliver you into the hands of strangers 
and execute judgments on you. You shall fall by by the sword, 

I will judge you upon the border of Israel, and you shall know 
that I am the Lord." 

II Kings 25 shows a fulfillment of that prophecy, beginning at verse 
8: And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month (which 

was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon), Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, a servant 
of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. He burned the 
house of the Lord, and the king's house, and all the houses 
of Jerusalem, that is, all the houses of the great, he burned 
with fire." 

You remember they were to take fire from the cherubim and cast it 
into the city. That is the fulfillment. Verse 10: And all the 
army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard 
broke down the walls of Jerusalem all around. 

II Kings 25:18: And the captain of the executioners took Seraiah, 
the chief priest, and Zephaniah, the second priest, and 
the three doorkeepers. And he took out of the city one 
officer who had charge of the men of war, five men of the 
king's chosen associates who were found in the city, and the 
chief scribe of the army who mustered the people of the land, 
and sixty people of the land who were found in the city. 

These were all Jewish people, servants of the king. There were 
seventy-two of them. 

II Kings 25:20: And Nebuzaradan, captain of the executioners, 

took them and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 

Riblah, as we discussed previously, was far to the north of Israel 
above Damascus and Hamath, and that is what Ezekiel said - they would 
be taken to the border of the land. 

Verse 21: And the king of Babylon struck them and put them to 

death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. Thus Judah was carried 
away captive from his own land. 


57 



EZEKIEL - Bishop 


This II Kings account records the fulfillment of the prophecies of 
Ezekiel chapter 11. 

Back to Ezekiel 11:11 : Then the city shall not be your caldron 
[in other words, you claimed it was, in verse 6, to protect 
you, but it won't be] nor shall you be the meat in its midst; 

I will judge you upon the border of Israel, and you shall know 
that I am the Lord. For you have not walked in My statutes 
nor executed my judgments, but have done according to the 
customs of the Gentiles which are all around you. 

And, it came to pass while I was prophesying, that Pelatiah, 
the son of Benaiah died. [He is mentioned earlier.] Then I 
fell on my face and cried with a loud voice saying, "Ah, Lord 
God, will You make a complete end of the remnant of Israel?" 

The next verses are an answer to that cry of Ezekiel - "Lord, You're 
going to kill so many - are you going to make a complete end of the 
nation of Israel?" The answer is in verse 14 where we have the first 
promise of any restoration that Ezekiel mentions: Again the word of 
the Lord came to me saying, "Son of man, your brothers, your 
brothers, men of your kinship, and all the house of Israel in 
its entirety, are those about whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
have said, 'Get far away from the Lord; this land has been given 
to us as a possession.'" 

In other words, those in the city of Jerusalem said to the exiles, 
"Get away from us." Verse 16 : "Therefore, say, 'Thus says the 
Lord God, "Although I have cast them far off among the Gen¬ 
tiles, and although I have scattered them among the countries, 
yet I shall be a little sanctuary for them in the countries 
where they have gone."'" 

The Lord says, "I will be a little sanctuary for them in the coun¬ 
tries where they have gone." I have visited a number of synagogues, 
and it has been a good experience. Synagogues came into existence in 
the history of Israel after the fall of Jerusalem and the Babylonian 
captivity. The rabbinical commentaries and the Targum say that that 
"little sanctuary" refers to the synagogues which are set up all over 
the world wherever there are Jewish people in which they meet with 
the Lord. I am not so sure that is the intent of the verse, but that 
is what they read into it. I think, rather, that the Lord is saying 
that He will be a sanctuary to them wherever they go. But here we 
have the origin in Jewish theology of the synagogue. 

Ezekiel 11:17 : Therefore, say, "Thus says the Lord God, 'I will 
gather you from the peoples and assemble you from the coun¬ 
tries where you have been scattered, and I will give you the 
land of Israel, and they will come there, and they will take 
away all its detestable things and all its abominations from 
it. And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new 
spirit within them and take the stony heart out of their 
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flesh and give them a heart of flesh that they may walk in 
My statutes and keep My judgments and do them. And they 
shall be My people and I will be their God.'" 

Here is a promise of restoration. "I will gather you from the 
peoples and assemble you from the countries." I will say a word 
about returns to the land. Sometimes I think that is misunderstood. 
It is often said that there are three dispersions and three re¬ 
gatherings of Israel. I do not count it that way. 

Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt where from seventy they grew 
into millions over the period of four hundred thirty years. Then 
Moses led them out, organized them into a nation, and under Joshua 
they entered the land. That is frequently spoken of as the first 
return. But that was not a return. They were not a nation when they 
left, so I do not count that as a return. 

Then there were the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities, and we are 
dealing with the Babylonian captivity in the book of Ezekiel. They 
do come back from that in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, so that is 
the first return. That return developed into the nation that was 
present in the time of our Lord. After the time of our Lord, in 70 
A.D. and following, they were driven out again and ceased to be a 
nation. 

Then in 1948 Ben Gurion stood and pronounced Israel as a nation back 
into the land. That was the second return. That return from all 
over has been a thrilling story. They are back in the land for the 
second time. So the question is, "What is going to happen now?" 

Many feel Israel will be driven out again and brought back again by 
the Lord. But I don't think that is what the Scripture teaches. 

Isaiah 11:11: And it shall come to pass in that day, the Lord 
shall set His hand again a second time [emphasis mine] to 
recover the remnant of His people who remain, from Assyria 
and Egypt, from Pathros and Cush, from Elam and Shinar, from 
Hamath and the islands of the sea. 

I don't find anywhere in Scripture where it is said that Israel will 
be returned to the land a third time. They are, therefore, back in 
the land for a second time, and regardless of the difficulties they 
will go through, I am firmly convinced they will never be driven out 
again. They are in the land and will stay there until the Lord comes 
and sets things right. 

Ezekiel is prophesying a part of that second return. Some of it, as 
far as we are concerned, is still in the future. Let me read some of 
the conditions. 

Ezekiel 11:19 : And I will give them one heart, and I will put a 
new spirit within them and take the stony heart out of their 
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flesh that they may walk in My statutes and keep My judgments 
and do them. And they shall be My people and I will be their 
God. 

In evaluating those two verses, I don't think that, spiritually, that 
has yet happened to Israel. Part of what Ezekiel is prophesying lies 
in the future. But there is a wonderful promise. In answer to 
Ezekiel's question in verse 13, "Will You make a complete end of the 
remnant of Israel?" the Lord says, "No, there will come a very 
blessed time when they will know Me. I will be their God and they 
will be My people." 

Q. They will be brought back by the angels then, won't they? 

A. Yes, in Matthew we are told that when the Lord comes all the 

way to the earth He will bring His angels who will gather them 
back into the land. So the restoration will not be complete 
until the end of the Great Tribulation period. 

Q. Re coming together as dry bones. 

A. The reference is in Ezekiel chapter 37 where the dry bones come 
together but there is no spirit in them. I think we are in the 
process of seeing Ezekiel 37 being fulfilled right now. God 
will take out their stony heart and put His Spirit within them. 

He will be their God and they will be His people. Israel has 
a very difficult time ahead and then a blessed time. 

Q. What about this when Russia comes down on horses. How do you 
explain that? 

A. You are speaking about Ezekiel 38 and 39. Eventually we'll get 
there in our study, but that will happen and there will be a 
tremendous slaughter, according to those two chapters, so that 
it will take seven years to bury all the dead. But the Lord 
will intervene and save Israel again from complete destruction. 

Q. Then Russia will no longer be a major power. 

A. It is growing back into one right now and will indeed be a 
threat. I am sure Russia is involved in Ezekiel 38 and 39 
because it states the "uttermost parts of the North." And from 
Israel the uttermost parts of the North is Russia. 

Q. They have all the modern equipment and yet they are coming down 
on horses? 

A. It isn't generally known, but Russia has a tremendous build-up 
of cavalry. We will discuss something concerning the weapons 
they will use and the burning of weapons. That is in chapters 
38 and 39 and they will be using those kinds of weapons. There 
are fiercesome, awesome days ahead according to Ezekiel 37, 38 
and 39. 
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Q. If the Lord treated the apple of His eye, Israel, as He did, 
what is He going to do with us. 

A. What is He going to do to the United States? I think as we read 
through Ezekiel and see all the sin, we could almost insert 
U.S.A., couldn't we. I don't know what the Lord is going to do. 
He has judgment, that's for sure. I am not sure that the United 
States will disappear altogether, though some prophesy it that 
way. The scripture mentions that all the nations come to take a 
spoil, but no particular nation is named, but the U.S. will 
probably be a part of the United Nations. I do not know. 

Q. Several persons have mentioned that the United States is going 
to have a mighty revival, with England too. 

A. It is possible. I wouldn't say that is out of the question, 
because we have a problem pinpointing the time for the Lord's 
return, and I don't want to do that. I don't think we can. 

Paul does warn us in II Timothy that the days will be fierce 
and asks whether there will be any faith on the earth. Even 
though there may be great revivals, and I hope there will be, 
yet in the end there will be a complete turning away from the 
Lord. 

Clarification of some of last week's study. 

Ezekiel 39:9 says: And dwellers in the cities of Israel will go 
out and set on fire and burn the weapons, both the shields 
and bucklers, the bows and arrows, the javelins and spears, 
and they shall burn them with fire seven years. 

This is about the Tribulation period and the time of Gog and Magog. 
That burning of weapons will take place for seven years. 

Ezekiel 39:12-14 : "For seven months the house of Israel will be 
burying the dead in order to cleanse the land. And all the 
people of the land will be burying, and to them will be pain 
because of this, on the day that I am glorified," says the 
Lord. "And they will set apart men regularly employed with 
the help of those who pass through the land and bury the bodies 
remaining on the ground in order to cleanse it. At the end of 
months they will make search." 

This is concerning the tremendous slaughter that will take place in 
connection with Gog and Magog. We will have more details later, but 
there all of Israel will be burying for seven months, and after that 
they will assign certain people for regular employment to continue to 
bury the dead. People passing anywhere through the land who find 
dead bodies or remains will notify the people who are regularly 
employed, and the burying will continue. 

Matthew 24:31: And the Lord will send His angels with the great 
sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect 
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from the four winds from the end of the heaven to the other 
end." 

I refer to that verse because when Israel is back in the land the 
Lord will complete the regathering by sending His angels out to bring 
the remainder of His people back, so Israel will be settled in the 
land for the thousand-year period. 

We have been tracing Ezekiel's vision of having been taken to Jeru¬ 
salem to go through the temple, in chapter 8, where he saw the image 
of jealousy, the room where images of idols were carved on the walls, 
the women weeping for Tammuz and the twenty-five men with their backs 
to the temple, worshipping the sun. Then in chapter 9 there was a 
man with an inkhorn going through and marking those who belonged the 
Lord, and the six men with him going out and slaughtering those who 
were not marked. Then in chapter 10 there was the glory of the Lord. 
In chapter 11 there was the caldron, and I finished with verse 21. 

Ezekiel 11:22-24 : And the cherubim lifted up their wings with the 
wheels beside them, and the glory of the God of Israel was 
high over them above. And the glory of the Lord went up from 
the midst of the city [of Jerusalem] and stood on the mountain 
which is on the east of the city [the Mount of Olives]. Then 
the Spirit took me up and brought me in the vision by the 
Spirit of God into Chaldea, to the exiles in captivity. And 
the vision which I had seen went up from me, and I spoke to 
those in captivity all the things the Lord had shown me. 

That closes the vision that begain in chapter 8., where Ezekiel was 
taken to Jerusalem. Now he is brought back to Babylon in vision, 
where he lived, and told the people who were gathered before him the 
meaning of the visions which he had just seen. 

Now I will trace the movements of the glory of the Lord. I have 
omitted certain sections because I wanted to take them all together. 

Back to chapter JL, to "refresh your pure minds by way of remem¬ 
brance . " 

You remember that in chapter 1 Ezekiel in vision saw some cherubim 
with wings outstretched to touch each other to form a sort of chariot 
beside which there was a wheel. They also had wings lifted up, and 
on the top of that, I read verse 22 : "A likeness of a firmament 
above the heads of the living creatures." Verse 23 : "Under the 
firmament their wings were spread out straight." Verse 25 : "And a 
voice came from above the firmament that was over their heads; when- 
never they stood they let down their wings. And above the firmament 
over their heads was a likeness of a throne, and in appearance like a 
sapphire stone; on the likeness of the throne was a likeness with the 
appearance of a man above it." 

On top of the cherubim was a throne with a man on that throne. The 
Jews refer to this as the chariot of the Lord. We know from this 
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identification and in the following chapters that indeed it was the 
Lord on that throne. 

In chapter 3 , verse 23 . Ezekiel refers to this glory again: And 

I arose and went out into the plain. And behold the glory of 
the Lord stood there like the glory which I saw by the River 
Chebar, and I fell on my face. 

Ezekiel was living in Babylon by the river Chebar and he saw the 
vision. He went out to the plain just beyond the river Chebar, and 
there was the glory of the Lord. 

In chapter 8. Ezekiel has been transported to Jerusalem, verse 3.: 

And He [that is, this man on the throne] stretched out the 
form of a hand and took me by a lock of my head, and the 
Spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heavens and 
brought me in visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the 
north gate of the inner court where the seat of the image of 
jealousy was. 

The last time Ezekiel saw this was in Chaldea. Now in vision he is 
transported to Jerusalem, and he is by the gate of the inner court 
that leads into the temple area where he sees this vision of the 
glory of the Lord. 

Chapter 9:3 : And the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from 
upon the cherub on which it had been to the threshold of the 
temple. And He called to the man clothed with linen who had 
scribe's inkhorn at his side. 

Previously, the Lord was on a throne being carried about by the 
cherubim. At this point He leaves the cherubim, verse 3.: The 

glory of the God of Israel had gone up from upon the cherub ... 
to the threshold of the temple. 

God Himself left the chariot and went to the threshold of the temple. 

Then in chapter 10:4 that movement is repeated: And the glory 
of the Lord had lifted up from the cherub, paused over the 
threshold of the temple, and the house was filled with the 
cloud, and the court was full of the brightness of the Lord's 
glory. 

So the Lord is there by the threshold of the temple. 

Chapter 10:18 : And the glory of the Lord departed from the 

threshold of the temple and stood over the cherubim." It 
appears that He went back to the throne the cherubim were 
carrying. f Verse 191: And the cherubim lifted up their 
wings and mounted up from the earth in my sight. As they 
went out the wheels were beside them and they stood at the 
door of the east gate of the Lord's house, and the glory of 
the God of Israel was above them. 
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Now the Lord joins His chariot and they go to the east gate of the 
Lord's house together. 

Chapter 11:22 : And the cherub lifted up their wings with the 

wheels beside them, and the glory of the God of Israel was 
high over them above. And the glory of the Lord went up from 
the midst of the city and stood on stood on the mountain which 
is on the east of the city. 

From the east gate of the temple they move to the Mount of Olives, 
which is on the east. [Pointing to the temple area, the Mount of 
Olives, and the Kidron Valley.] The Lord with his chariot and the 
cherubim went over the Kidron Valley to the Mount of Olives. 

One other mention of the movement, in Ezekiel 43.. When we come to 
chapters 40 through 48, we will take a little time to notice the 
measurements. There will be a new location for Jerusalem, a new 
location for the temple, and a new place for the priests and the 
Levites. Ezekiel, with an attending angel who helps him to take 
measurements, mentions all these things on those nine chapters. 

In chapter 43 there is a mention concerning that temple which is 
delineated in these nine chapters. 

Chapter 43:1 : And he brought me to the gate, the gate that faces 
toward the east [that "he" is the attending angel]. And 
behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of 
the east, and His voice was like the sound of many waters, 
and the earth shone with His glory. It was like the appear¬ 
ance of the vision which I had seen, like the vision which I 
had seen when I came to destroy the city. The visions were 
like the vision which I had seen by the River Chebar, and I 
fell on my face. And the glory of the God of Israel came into 
the temple [that would be the new temple described in these 
chapters] by way of the gate which faces toward the east. And 
the Spirit lifted me up, brought me into the inner court, and, 
behold, the glory of the Lord filled the temple. 

Verse 6.: And I heard Him speaking from the temple, and a man was 
standing beside me [his guide]. And He [this voice from the 
temple] said to me, "Son of man, this is the place of My 
throne and the place of the soles of My feet where I will dwell 
in the midst of the children of Israel forever. And no more 
shall the house of Israel defile My holy name, they nor their 
kings, by their harlotry or with the idols of their kings on 
their high places." 

To emphasize verse 2 - He said, "the place of My throne and the place 
of the soles of My feet where I will dwell in the midst of the chil¬ 
dren of Israel forever." There will be more detail when we come to 
these chapters. In that temple, as in previous ones, there will be 
a Holy Place and a Holy of Holies. Ezekiel is brought to the inner 
court and he hears a voice come from the temple speaking to him. 
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telling him that this would be the place of the Lord's throne during 
the time when this new millennial temple is in operation. The place 
where the ark of the covenent has been in previous temples will be 
the location of the Lord's throne during the Millennium. 

Q. Re chapter 8:3, "which provokes to jealousy" and the "image of 
jealousy." What is he speaking about? 

A. In the historical books there is the case of Manasseh who put an 
image on the edge of the temple area, and God was jealous about 
that. It was an image which made God jealous for His people. 
Josiah destroyed it, and apparently in the time of Zedekiah 
someone had put up an image again, so that in vision Ezekiel 
saw that image which caused God to be jealous with regard to 
His people. 

Q. The one who sits on the throne. Is that the second person of 
the trinity - Jesus? 

A. Yes, the second person of the trinity. It doesn't say that in 

the Ezekiel passage. But in I Chronicles 17, for example, where 
it is promised to David that he would have a descendant who would 
sit upon the throne and rule and reign forever, that would be the 
Lord Jesus Christ. When He came in flesh He presented Himself as 
the king at the Triumphal Entry, but He did not take His right to 
rule and reign until after the crucifixion and resurrection. 

When He comes again to establish His reign, it will be Jesus 
Christ as the Messiah who will sit upon the throne of David. 

Q. You said the Millennium. This says forever. 

A. The Millennium is the first part of forever. There is a certain 
period of time, after which Satan is loosed for a little season, 
then destroyed and put into the lake of fire, and Christ's reign 
continues afterwards. So the thousand years is only the begin¬ 
ning of forever, and forever will be wonderful. 

Q. The lake of fire and hell. Is that all one place? 

A. No. Revelation 20. Somewhere in the center of the earth is a 
place which in the Old Testament is called Sheol and in the New 
Testament is called Hades. Some of our translations speak of 
that as Hell. It is the place of the unseen. That is the place 
where everybody went before the crucifixion and resurrection. 

It was divided into two parts, the upper part the place of 
comfort and the lower part the place of torment - all the region 
of Sheol or Hades. We know the Old Testament Sheol is the same 
as the New Testament Hades is because the verse in the Psalm 
16:30, "Thou wilt not leave My soul in Sheol" is quoted in Acts 
2:27 in Greek as "Thou wilt not leave My soul in Hades." With 
the resurrection of Christ, the upper part has been emptied of 
believers, so that now only unbelievers go into the lower part, 
which is the place of torment. 
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At the end, in Revelation 20:11, "And I saw a great white throne 
and the One who sat on it from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away and there was found no place for them. And I 
saw the dead small and great, standing before God, and scrolls 
were opened, and another scroll was opened, which is the scroll 
of life. And the dead were judged according to their works by 
the things which were written in the scrolls. And the sea gave 
up the dead in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which 
were in them and they were judged everyone according to their 
works. And Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire." 

The ultimate destiny of those in Hades will be the lake of fire, 
but they are not the same place. 

Q. Re temple. 

A. There are two temples in the future. One which will be built at 
the site where the old one was in the time of Herod. That will 
be destroyed. Then the one mentioned in Ezekiel 40-48 will be 
built later at the beginning of the millennial period. The one 
which they are preparing to build now is the one which the anti¬ 
christ will take over and set himself up as god and demand wor¬ 
ship. The antichrist will say to the Arabs, "Move over and we 
will make some arrangements," and a temple will be built. But 
that will be destroyed with the destruction of Jerusalem in 
Zechariah 14. Then the new one will be built in an entirely 
different location. 

There are great things ahead, awful things ahead, great things ahead 
- the Lord is in control. 

Chanter 12 . When we discussed some of Ezekiel's symbolic acts we 
included this chapter. This is where Ezekiel digs through the wall, 
verse 5, and portrays the children of Judah going into captivity. 

Chapters 13 through 24 . a section with many messages on sin in Israel 
and Judah and Jerusalem. In reading through, one feels that Ezekiel 
repeats again and again and again their sin, their degredation and 
the coming judgment. We may wonder why that is. But remember, you 
and I need that same repetition. If in the worship in one year we 
heard only one message concerning sin we certainly would come up 
short with regard to discipline in our lives. So it is with the 
prophets, and Ezekiel especially. 

In chapter 13 Ezekiel deals with the false prophets and prophetesses 
in Israel. Verse 2 , "Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of 
Israel." In the latter part of verse 6. Ezekiel says, "The Lord has 
not sent them." Then he lays some accusations at the feet of the 
priests. In verse 17 . "... son of man, set your face against the 
daughters of your people, who prophesy out of their heart; prophesy 
against them." And in verse 20 the Lord says, "I am against you." 

So Ezekiel is going over the shortcomings of the false prophets and 
prophetesses in the nation. 


66 



EZEKIEL - Bishop 


I have entitled chapter 14 "When a Land Sins." Verse 12 . "The word 
of the Lord came again to me saying, 'When a land sins against Me 
....'" When a land sins against the Lord there are some results. 

In the middle of verse 13 . "I will cut off its staff of bread and 
will send famine." Famine is one of the judgments of God against a 
land that sins. Verse 15, "I will cause wild beasts to pass through 
the land." Verse 17 , "I bring a sword on that land." Verse 19 . "I 
send a pestilence [or plague] into that land." So there are four 
judgments that the Lord is going to send against the sinful nation: 
famine, wild beasts, sword and plagues (or pestilence). 

There is an interesting mention of three men in verse 14 and again in 
verse 20. Verse 14 . "Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job, 
were in it, they would deliver only themselves by their righteous¬ 
ness." In verse 20 , "Even though Noah, Daniel and Job were in the 
midst of it, as I live," says the Lord God, "they would deliver 
neither son nor daughter, they would deliver only themselves by their 
righteousness." 

In other words, even if these three godly men were to pray for the 
land they would not be able to deliver Judah from the punishment that 
was coming. They had sinned beyond the place of God's forgiveness. 

In Genesis 6:9 Noah was called a righteous and perfect man in his 
generation. Daniel is the only person in the Scripture that I know 
of against whom no sin is recorded. It doesn't mean he was not a 
sinner, but it is interesting that the Lord does not record one 
against him. Then Job, in chapter 1:1, is called blameless and 
upright. Therefore, three of the greatest men in Scripture could 
not pray and deliver the land from the judgment that they must 
necessarily go through. 

One or two remarks concerning Daniel. The name is spelled a little 
differently in Ezekiel than it is in the book of Daniel and normally 
in Hebrew. Some who are not conservative in their approach say that 
the reference in Ezekiel is to a Daniel who was only in tradition. 
That is not correct. Ezekiel refers to the Daniel we know about. It 
just so happens that his name is spelled a little differently. That 
is true of some other names. One example is Nebuchadnezzar which is 
sometimes spelled "Nebuchadrezzar" in the Hebrew. Some English 
translations show it and others do not. So Daniel's name is spelled 
a little differently in Ezekiel. 

Q. In verse 20, when it says "having delivered their own souls by 
their righteousness, but neither their son nor daughter." Is 
that referring that each person is responsible only for their own 
soul and can't live and save the soul of any of their family? It 
is true, isn't it, that in years before God did honor the house¬ 
holds did He not? 

A. That means that each person must make a decision for himself. 

There is no such thing as household salvation, and God has never 
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honored a household with regard to salvation. It is a personal 
matter and not because parents pray for their children or that 
they all belong to the same church. 

Sometimes Acts 16 is misunderstood. [Read Acts 16:25-34] Some 
understand verse 31 to teach household salvation, but that is not 
what is being said. We have here what is called an ellipses. If 
I say to you, for example, "I went to church last Sunday and my 
wife did." My wife did what? Went to church last Sunday. There 
is an ellipsis at the end of that sentence, and that is true here 
in verse 31. 

"Believe," and that is the second person singular, a singular 
verb. "You believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be 
saved. You [singular] and your household will be saved if they 
believe." The reason I say that is in verse 34: "He [the 
jailor] rejoiced having believed in God with all his household 
having believed." 

So the question in Ezekiel is that each delivers his own soul. 

It is a matter of individual salvation. We as parents and rela- 
relatives might have an influence, but the individual must 
make the decision. 

Back to Ezekiel 14 . When the nation sins, the people will undergo 
famine, wild beasts, the sword and plagues or pestilence. 

Ezekiel 15 . very briefly - the parable of the vine - verse 4 : The 
vine is put into the fire for fuel. The fire devours both ends of it 
and the middle is charred. Is it useful for any work? In other 
words, when you put something into the fire and both ends are burned 
with the middle charred, it is no good at all. That refers to Jeru¬ 
salem, verse £: "Therefore, thus says the Lord God, 'Like the wood 
of the vine among the trees of the forest which I have given to the 
fire for fuel, so I will give up the inhabitants of Jerusalem.'" 

In this short chapter Ezekiel uses the illustration of a vine in the 
fire to describe the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

Chapter 16 . Here we have a parable portraying the nation as a har¬ 
lot. Verse 2 : "Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know her abomina¬ 
tions." Verse 15.: "You trusted in your beauty and played the harlot 
because of your fame ..." The entire chapter deals with the harlotry 
of Jerusalem. 

The Mishnah, an official Jewish interpretation, says this chapter is 
not to be translated or read in public. The chapter is self- 
explanatory . 

Chapter 17 . Here we have a parable of two eagles. Some Bibles have 
half of the chapter in poetic form. Verse 3.: "A great eagle with 
large wings and long pinions, full of feathers of various 
colors, came to Lebanon, took the top of the cedar and plucked 
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off its top-most young twig." [The young twig mentioned is the 
king, Jehoiachin.] 

Verse 12.: "Say now to the rebellious house, 'Do you not know what 
these things mean?’ Tell them. Behold, the king of Babylon 
[which is Nebuchadnezzar] has come to Jerusalem, and he took 
its king and the princes and led them with him to Babylon." 

And we know that Ezekiel was taken under the reign of Jehoia¬ 
chin, and that is the top of the cedar, the "topmost young 
twig." 

Verse 5.: "Then he took from the seed of the land and planted it in 
a field of seed." That would be Nebuchadnezzar taking one of the 
descendants of the Davidic dynasty and making him king. That was 
true of Zedekiah, as is indicated later in the chapter, in verse 16 : 
"In the place where the king dwells who made him king, whose oath he 
despised, whose covenant he broke, with him in the midst of Babylon 
he shall die." And we know from Scripture that Zedekiah did die in 
Babylon. Here is a parable which indicates the captivity of Jehoia¬ 
chin and then the captivity of Zedekiah in Babylon. This is brief, 
but it is all that is needed to interpret the chapter properly. 

Q. When they use the word "covenant," is that like a contract or a 
promise? 

A. Yes. In making a covenant, the Hebrew says "cut a covenant." 
That word cut refers to a sacrifice. Turn to Genesis 15:1: 
"After these things, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a 
vision saying, 'Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, 
your great reward.’ And Abram said, 'Lord God, what will You 
give to me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is 
Eliezer of Damascus.’" Until he was a hundred years old Abram 
had no child, and he was concerned about that. 

In verse 3: "And Abram said, 'Lo, You have given me no off¬ 
spring, or seed, and behold, a son of my house is my heir.’" 

In other words, Eliezer whom he had apparently picked up in 
Damascus on his way to the promised land would have inherited 
Abram's rights. A childless man could adopt one of his male 
servants to be the heir of his estate, and that apparently is 
what would have happened if Abram had not had a son. 

Verse 4: "And behold, the word of the Lord came to him saying. 
'This one shall not be your heir, but one who shall come from 
your own body shall be your heir.’ Then He [God] brought him 
[Abram] outside and said, 'Look now toward the heavens and count 
the stars if you are able to number them. So shall your seed 
be.’ And Abram believed in the Lord and God accounted it to him 
for righteousness. 

"And God said to him, 'I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur 
of the Chaldees to give you this land to inherit it.’ And he 
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said, 'My Lord God, by what shall I know that I will inherit it?' 
And God said to him, 'Take for me a three-year-old heifer and a 
three-year-old female goat and three-year-old ram and a turtle¬ 
dove and a young pigeon.’ And he took all these for him and 
divided them in the middle and placed each piece opposite the 
other, but he did not divide the birds [they were too small to 
be divided]_" 

Verse 12: "And it came to pass when the sun was going down a 
deep sleep fell upon Abram, and behold, a terror and a great 
darkness fell upon him. And God said to Abram, 'Know certainly 
that your descendants [or your seed] will be sojourners in a land 
that is not theirs, will serve them, and they shall afflict them 
four hundred years [a prophecy of the time spent in Egypt]. And 
also the nation whom they serve will I judge and afterwards they 
shall come out with great possessions. And you shall go to your 
fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age [175 
years old]. And in the fourth generation they shall return here, 
for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.' 

"And it came to pass when the sun went down and it was dark, that 
behold, a smoking oven and a burning torch [or torch of fire] 
passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made [or cut] 
a covenant with Abram, saying ...." [Then follows what is 
involved in that covenant.] 

Making a covenant meant "cut a covenant." When two men wanted to 
make a covenant [agreement or contract], they took animals and 
divided them. Then they passed between the pieces and met in the 
center, thus sealing the covenant, and making the agreement or 
contract binding on both parties. In this case, Abram was asleep 
and God passed all the way through between the pieces. This 
covenant did not depend upon Abram at all but totally on God. 

In Ezekiel, many times covenants were made in this same way. 

They made a sacrifice and on that basis agreed upon what they 
would do. 

In reading through the prophetic books you must notice whether 
the covenant is between God and the people or between one person 
and another. Here you have the king of Judah breaking his cove¬ 
nant with the king of Babylon. In other cases God promised 
something to His people which depended upon their obedience, and 
the people broke the covenant with God and He brought judgment 
upon them. A little later we will look at what is called the new 
covenant, which is a wonderful provision for the future with re¬ 
gard to Israel. 

Ezekiel 18 . Before I read this chapter I want to make a distinction 
between guilt and consequences. For example, let us suppose there is 
a family driving down the road. The man is at the steering wheel, 
beside him is his lovely wife and in the back are some children. He 
gets careless in his driving and as a result they have an accident. 
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One of them was hurt and one of them was killed. The man is guilty 
because he drove carelessly. But the ones who were hurt and killed 
suffered consequences of what that man had done. We find that prin¬ 
cipal sometimes in the scripture. In Exodus 20 where Moses repeats 
the Ten Commandments speaking about the children to the third and 
fourth generations suffering because of the guilt of the fathers, 
there is a distinction. 

In Ezekiel 18 we are we are not dealing with guilt and consequences 
but only with the individual's responsibility. 

Ezekiel 18:1-ff : The word of the Lord came to me saying, "What is 
it to you who use this proverb concerning the land of Israel 
saying, 'The fathers have eaten sour grapes and the children's 
teeth are set on edge.'" 

Illustration: I like apples, and I suppose you do too. But one 

thing I don't like about apples is when you are eating them and I'm 
not. If you bite into an apple and snap a piece off and I can hear 
that, I not only hear it but I can feel it in every one of my teeth. 
This portion of Scripture is similar. "Our fathers have eaten sour 
grapes and we, the children's teeth, are set on edge." In other 
words, we, the children, are suffering because of our parents' sins, 
thus denying their own guilt. "We're not guilty," they say. 

So the Lord goes on to say, in verse 3-ff : "As I live," says the 
Lord God, "you shall no longer use this proverb in Israel. 
Behold, all souls are Mine. As the soul of the father, so 
also the soul of the son is Mine. The soul that sins, it 
shall die. But if a man is righteous and does what is just 
and right, if he has not eaten on the mountains [that is at 
the idol shrines], nor lifted up his eyes to the idols of 
the house of Israel, nor defiled his neighbor's wife, nor 
approached a woman during her impurity [which was contrary 
to Leviticus 18], if he has oppressed anyone but has restored 
to the debtor his pledge, ... 

There are several passages concerning this - for example, if a poor 
man who needs some help from you gives you his coat for a pledge that 
he would pay you back, the scripture says that he is a poor man and 
before the day is over you return his coat so he is not cold. Or 
regarding the upper millstone. In Nazareth outside the synagogue 
there are two millstones, one which goes on top of the other, and it 
turns around to grind the meal. If someone gives one of those 
millstones as a pledge, the Lord says it must be returned before too 
long because that is the way that man makes a living. In the above 
passage, the Lord says "you have restored to the debtor his pledge." 

Continuing verse 7. : has robbed no one by violence but has given 
his bread to the hungry, covered the naked with clothing; if 
he has not wronged on interest nor taken any increase, ... 


71 



EZEKIEL - Bishop 


There is a law in Deuteronomy that if one Israelite wanted to borrow 
money from another Israelite he was not to be charged interest on 
that borrowed money. 

Verse 8.: has withdrawn his hand from injustice, executed true 

justice between man and man; if he has walked in My statutes 
and kept My judgments faithfully he is righteous - he shall 
surely live," says the Lord. 

In other words, he is a righteous man who will meet God's require¬ 
ments and will live. We are talking about individual responsibility. 

Verse 10.: "If he begets a son who is violent [that is, this 

righteous man begets a son who is violent] or a shedder of 
blood, who does any of these things to a brother and does 
none of the duties [that is, the good acts], he has even 
eaten on the mountains, or defiled his neighbor's wife, he 
has oppressed the poor and needy, robbed by violence, or not 
restored the pledge, lifted his eyes to the idols, he commit¬ 
ted abomination, he has loaned on interest and taken increase. 
Shall he then live? He shall not live. He has done all of 
these abominations. He shall surely die; his blood shall be 
upon him." 

In other words, a righteous man has a son - that son is responsible 
for his own acts. 

Verse 14: "Now behold, he [that is, the wicked son] begets a son 
who sees all the sins which his father has done, and sees but 
does not do them. He has not eaten on the mountains, and did 
not lift his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, has not 
defiled his neighbor's wife, and has not oppressed anyone, nor 
withheld a pledge, nor robbed by violence, has given his bread 
to the hungry and covered the naked with clothing, has withdrawn 
his hand from the poor, and not received interest or increase, 
but has done my judgments and walked in my statutes. He shall 
not die for the iniquity of his father. He shall surely live." 

That was contrary to what they were saying in verse 2, "The fathers 
have eaten sour grapes and the children’s teeth are set on edge." 

Here the righteous son of the wicked son would not pay for the sins 
of his father. 

Verse 18.: "As for his father, because he cruelly oppressed, robbed 
his brother by violence, and did what is not good among his 
people, behold, he shall die in his iniquity." 

Q. In verse 4 it says, "Behold all souls are mine." What is the 
difference between using the words "souls" and "people"? 

A. You need to look at the context. Sometimes in the context the 
word "soul" means a part of us. We are made up of body, soul 
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and spirit. In other places the word "soul" is used of the 
entire person. For example, concerning the exodus, if you say 
"so many souls came out of Egypt," you do not mean that just a 
part of the person came out and the rest [body and spirit] stayed 
in Egypt, but the meaning is the whole person. In this verse 4 
I understand it to refer to the whole person and it could be read 
that way. "Behold, all persons are mine. As the person of the 
father so also the person of the son. The person that sins, it 
shall die." 

C. This sort of explains an earlier passage where it says the 
father's sins can be visited on the sons. Just because the 
father is good it doesn't mean the son is going to be good. He 
is going to have to prove himself. 

A. Also, if the father is wicked it doesn't mean the son as an 

individual before God is guilty. You are referring to a part of 
the Ten Commandments and the explanation of it. Here we need to 
distinguish between guilt and consequences. In this Ezekiel 
passage it is referring to guilt and not consequences. 

C. In the matter of guilt and consequences, often the sins of the 

parents will affect the children, so they suffer the consequences 
sometimes of the sins of their parents. 

A. That's true. The parent is responsible for the child, but the 
child, as he grows, is also responsible for his own actions. In 
the matter of salvation, there is a saying in Child Evangelism 
that if a child is old enough to knowingly sin he is old enough 
to savingly believe. That child is responsible for his decision 
though he may be influenced one way or another by his parents. 

Ezekiel 18:19 : "Yet you say, 'Why should the son not bear the guilt 
of the father?' But the son has done justice and righteous¬ 
ness and has kept all My statutes and has done them, he shall 
surely live. The soul [or person] who sins shall die. The 
son shall not bear the iniquity of the father nor a father 
bear the iniquity of the son. The righteousness of the 
righteous shall be upon himself and the wickedness of the 
wicked shall be upon himself." 

That again was contrary to "the fathers have eaten sour grapes and 

the children's teeth are set on edge." 

Verse 21 : "But if the wicked man turns from all his sins which he 
has committed and keeps all My statutes and does justice and 
righteousness, he shall surely live, he shall not die. [That's 
the hope of us all, isn't it.] And his transgressions which 
he has committed shall not be remembered against him because 
of the righteousness which he has done. He shall live. Do I 
have pleasure pleasure [Hebrew is double there - or "Do I have 
any pleasure"] at all in the death of the wicked, says the 
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Lord God, and is it not rather that he should turn from his 
ways and live? 

But when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and 
commits iniquity and does according to all the abominations 
that the wicked man does, shall he live? All his righteous¬ 
ness which he has done shall not be remembered because of his 
treachery which he has betrayed and his sin which he has com¬ 
mitted. Because of them he shall die." 

Here you have a wicked man who turns to the Lord and is forgiven and 

a righteous man who turns away from the Lord and is not forgiven. 

Verse 25 : "Yet you say, 'The way of the Lord is not right.' Hear 
now 0 house of Israel, is it My way which is not right? Is it 
not your ways which are not right. When a righteous man turns 
away from his righteousness, commits iniquity and dies in them, 
it is because of the iniquity which he has done that he dies. 

But when a wicked man turns away from his wickedness that he 
has committed and does justice and righteousness, he shall keep 
his soul [or his person] alive. When he sees and turns away 
from all his transgressions which he committed he shall surely 
live and shall not die. 

"But the house of Israel says, 'The way of the Lord is not 
right.’ 0 house of Israel, are not My ways right and are not 
your ways not right? Therefore, I will judge you, 0 house of 
Israel, everyone according to his ways," says the Lord God. 
"Repent and turn from all your transgressions and iniquity 
will not be a stumbling block to you. Cast away from you 
all your transgressions which you have transgressed and make 
for yourselves a new heart and a new spirit, for why will you 
die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death 
of one who dies," says the Lord God. "Therefore, repent and 
live." 

C. There was grace in the Old Testament. 

Q. Where it says that the righteous man who turns from his right¬ 
eousness and does iniquity, he shall die. Is that spiritual 
death? 

A. No. This whole chapter is talking about physical death. One of 
the ways that is evident is in verse 26, "When a righteous man 
turns away from his righteousness, commits iniquity and dies in 
them, it is because of the iniquity which he has done that he 
dies." In verse 27 "he preserves himself alive." So the con¬ 
trast there is between physical life and physical death. Eternal 
destiny is something else, depending upon what we have done with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

C. Of course back then they didn't know about the Lord Jesus. 



EZEKIEL - Bishop 


A. They didn't know about the Lord Jesus back then but they had a 
way of salvation by grace. 

Q. When you ask for forgiveness for sins, do you ask forgiveness for 
future sins? 

A. You mean you can earn merit for future sins? No. In I John 1, 
when we sin and confess our sin He cleanses us from all un¬ 
righteousness. Not that the Lord hasn't taken care of the 
covering of that sin if we'll accept it, but when we sin we pray 
and receive forgiveness. 

Ezekiel 20 . This can be entitled "A History of the Nation of 
Israel." Just to review a part of Israel's history. They were in 
Egypt. When God called Moses to lead them out of Egypt into the 
promised land they crossed the Suez, or the Red Sea, came down to 
Sinai where they stayed for about a year and organized the nation, 
built the tabernacle, etc. 

Then then moved up to Kadesh Barnea and were ready to enter the land 
[of Canaan] when they sent out the twelve spies. The spies returned 
with ten of them saying, "We can't take it because of the giants," 
and Joshua and Caleb said, "We ought to go in." But the nation re¬ 
fused so they spent the remainder of forty years wandering in the 
wilderness, finally coming up on the eastern side of the Dead Sea and 
then, under Joshua, entering into the land. There was the leaving of 
Egypt; there was the wandering in the wilderness; there was the 
entrance into the promised land. Ezekiel covers those items in this 
chapter. 

Verse 6.: "In the day that I raised My hand to them to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt." [That was the exodus.] Verse 10 : 
"And I made them go out from the land of Egypt and brought 
them in to the wilderness." [That was a part of the wilder¬ 
ness wanderings.] 

Verse 28 : "When I had brought them into the land ...." [So he 

covers in just a brief chapter a part of the history of Israel.] 

In order to get a background of why this chapter is organized like 
this I will read a few verses. 

Ezekiel 20:1 : And it came to pass in the seventh year, in the 
fifth month on the tenth day of the month, that men of the 
elders of Israel came to inquire of the Lord and sat before 
me. And the word of the Lord came to me saying, "Son of man, 
speak to the elders of Israel and say to them, 'Thus says the 
Lord God, "Have you come to inquire of Me? As I live," says 
the Lord God, "I will not be inquired of by you." 

Why not? Verses 4. through 32 tell us why not. I will point out one 
or two reasons. Verse 8 and other verses : "They rebelled against 
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Me." They refused to keep the Lord's statutes and His ordinances. 
This chapter through verse 32 deals with why God did not hear their 
requests. Because they had not obeyed Him in Egypt, in the wilder¬ 
ness, and in their entering into the land. 

Some things in the chapter. 

Verse 10.: "And I made them go out from the land of Egypt and 

brought them into the wilderness. And I gave them My stat¬ 
utes, and My ordinances I showed them, which if a man does 
them he shall live by them." 

The statutes were duties of man toward God; the ordinances were the 
social order of things. 

Verse 12 : "And I also gave them My sabbaths to be a sign between 
them and Me, that they might know that I am the Lord who 
sanctifies them." 

Sometimes there is an argument or a discussion concerning the Sabbath 
day. Should we worship on Saturday or Sunday. I think this verse 
points pretty clearly to a solution to that. 

I turn to Exodus 31:12: And the Lord spoke to Moses saying, "Speak 
also to the sons of Israel saying, 'Surely My Sabbath you shall 
keep, for it is a sign between Me and you for your generations 
that you may know that I am the Lord which sanctifies you. And 
you shall keep the Sabbath, for it is holy to you. The pro- 
faners of it shall surely be put to death. For whoever does 
work in it, that person shall be cut off from the midst of his 
people. Work may be done six days and on the seventh is a 
Sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord. Whoever does work on the 
Sabbath day shall surely be put to death. And the sons of 
Israel shall keep the Sabbath to observe the Sabbath for their 
generations, a perpetual covenant. 

Now verse 17: " v It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel 
forever.’" 

I think that confirms the fact that the Sabbath day, the seventh day 
of the week, was especially for Israel to keep and has no bearing on 
the Christian worship on the Lord's day. I researched again why we 
worship usually on Sunday rather than the Sabbath day, though of 
course we should worship every day of the week. You remember that 
Christ arose on the first day of the week, and we love to pause from 
the hustle and bustle of life to remember that. The Church, of which 
we are a member, began on the first day of the week. We have a week 
of seven days, the last being the Sabbath day. In Acts chapter 2 the 
Church began on Pentecost, which is the word for fifty. 

In multiplying that out for seven weeks [from the resurrection] we 
come to the forty-ninth day as a Sabbath, and the fiftieth day is the 
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first day of the week - Sunday. Therefore, the Church began on the 
first day of the week, and as members of the Church of Christ we 
worship on the first day of the week. 

I found some Scripture references that you may be familiar with: 

Acts 15 - this was a very, very important conference in Jerusalem. 

The apostles and elders came together, Paul and Silas were there, and 
they argued about some things relating to salvation, circumcision, 
etc. We find their conclusion in verse 28: "For it seemed good to 
the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden then 
these necessary things: to abstain from idols, and sacrifices, and 
blood, and things strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep 
yourselves from these things, you do well. Farewell." There you 
find no mention of the Sabbath Day. So upon the early church, when 
they gave some rules of things it was best for them to do they did 
not mention the Sabbath. This would have been a requirement if they 
had so mentioned it. But they left it out. Therefore, I do not 
believe that the Sabbath, as such, the seventh day of the week, is 
incumbent upon us as Christians. 

In I Corinthians 16:2 Paul says, "Let everybody lay by you in store 
as God has prospered you on the first day of the week." They took up 
a collection on the first day of the week during their meetings. 

Acts 20:7 where the Apostle Paul in connection with some of his 
missionary journeys met with them on the first day of the week when 
the disciples came together. 

Then in early Church history we have indications that the Church met 
on the first day of the week. 

The Didache is the teaching of the Twelve Apostles and was written 
probably no later than 129 A.D., maybe even before that. In the 
Didache it mentions the Lord's Day, the first day of the week, as 
being the day the Church was to worship. 

Justin Martyr, one of the early Church Fathers, wrote in A.D. 145, 

"On the day called Sunday all who live in cities or in the country 
gathered together in one place. 

The Jewish Talmud calls the first day of the week the Christians' 

Day. So even the Jews recognized that the first day of the week was 
the day the Christians met. 

There are other Church Fathers who mention the first day of the week 
as the day of worship. If someone feels otherwise, that is all 
right. But I do believe we have the privilege and liberty of meeting 
on the first day of the week, the Sabbath day having been given as a 
sign to Israel. Those who insist on observing the Sabbath day are 
putting themselves under the Old Testament law. But, under Grace, 
any day may be a day of worship. In fact, we should worship the Lord 
every day of the week. 
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Back to Ezekiel 20 . In verse 33 we move from the times past in the 
history of Israel to the future. Verse 33 : "As I live," says the 
Lord God, "surely with a mighty hand and with an outstretched 
arm, and with fury poured out, I will rule over you. And I 
will bring you out from the peoples and gather you from the 
lands where you are scattered, with a mighty hand and with an 
outstretched arm and with fury poured out. And I will bring 
you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I will judge 
you face to face. 

"Just as I judged your fathers in the wilderness of the land 
of Egypt, so I will judge you," says the Lord God. "I will 
make you pass under the rod and I will bring you into the bond 
of the covenant. And I will purge the rebels from among you 
and those who transgress against Me. And I will bring them 
out of the land where they dwell, but they shall not enter 
the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the the Lord. 
And you, O house of Israel," Thus says the Lord God, "Go, 
serve everyone his idols [that is irony or sarcasm]--and here- 
after--if you will not obey Me; but you will profane My holy 
name no more with your gifts and your idols. For on My holy 
mountain, on the mountain height of Israel," says the Lord 
God, "there all the house of Israel, all of them in the land 
shall serve Me. There I will accept them ..." 

No such thing has ever happened in the past history of Israel. In 
the previous verses where it says that God brought them out of the 
land of Egypt into the wilderness and into the land, those are past. 
But these verses in Ezekiel 20:33 and following lie in the future. 

Ezekiel 20 . Last week I pointed out that Ezekiel here goes through a 
history of the nation. I want to touch on those verses now to lay a 
background. 

In chapter 20, verse 5., toward the end of the verse, it says, "I made 
Myself known to them in the land of Egypt." Then in verse 6. it says, 
"I raised My hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt." In verse 
10 it states that the Lord brought them into the wilderness. In 

verse 28 . "When I had brought them into the land." In this chapter 

Ezekiel goes through the entire history of the nation of Israel. 

In verse 33 we move to a future history of Israel which has not yet 
been fulfilled. In the last of verse 33 it says, "I will [future] 
rule over you." Verse 34 . "I will bring you out from the peoples." 
Verse 35 . "I will [future] bring you into the wilderness and I will 
plead [or judge] you there." Then in verse 37., "I will make you pass 

under the rod." Verse 38 , "I will [future] purge the rebels from 

amongst you." You get the idea that we are dealing with a passage 
of Scripture which has not yet been fulfilled. The question is just 
where in the future history of Israel do these verses fit. To answer 
that I will go into some detail of another kind. 
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Revelation 20:1: And I saw an angel come down out of the heaven 

having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain on his 
hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the old serpent who is 
the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years and 
cast him into the bottomless pit and shut it up and set a seal 
over him so he should deceive the nations no more until the 
time till the thousand years were finished. 

[Verse 4] And I saw thrones and they sat on them and judg¬ 
ment was committed to them. I saw the souls of those who had 
been beheaded because of their witness to Jesus and because of 
the word of God. And they came to life and reigned with Christ 
for a thousand years. [Verse 5] And the rest of the dead did 
not come to life until the thousand years were finished. [The 
last of verse 6] They shall reign with Him a thousand years. 
[Verse 7] And when the thousand years are finished. 

In order to deal with any passage concerning the future we must decide 
what to do with that one thousand years. 

Go with me to I Corinthians chapter 10:32: "Be without offense, 
either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God." The Apostle 
Paul wrote that quite some time after the ascension of Christ and he 
makes a distinction among peoples: the Jews, the Greeks [or Gentiles] 
and the Church of God - and we must keep those separate. The Jews 
have not become the Church, the Gentiles have not become the Church, 
the Church has not become either of those. And in our looking into 
the future we need to keep definitely the Jew, the Gentile and the 
Church of God separate. Some may say, "Well, the Scripture says that 
in Christ there is neither Jew nor Gentile." That is spiritually. 

This passage is not talking about a spiritual division but a political 
division: Jew, Gentile, and Church of God. So in dealing with the 

thousand years we need to keep in mind this three-fold division among 
peoples. 

Christians today who know the Lord, love the Lord, appreciate the Word 
of God believing that it is the inspired Word of God, have differences 
of opinion, quite widely so, regarding this subject. Here I will 
teach what I believe Ezekiel 20 teaches. 

These differences of opinion are largely based on how you interpret 
Scripture. Are you going to interpret Scripture primarily in a liter¬ 
al fashion or are you going to spiritualize it, or semi-spiritualize 
it? Will you say the thousand years are literal, or the thousand 
years are a spiritual thousand years, not necessarily a thousand 
years, or that there is some length of time that is not necessarily 
a thousand years? 

For example, a-mi11ennialists are people who say there is no literal 
millennium. They believe that at this time in Heaven in a spiritual 
sense Christ is ruling on the throne of David. They believe in a 
spiritual millennium at the end of which the Lord comes all the way to 
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the Earth, there is a general judgment and a general resurrection, and 
we go into the eternity of the future. They would say that Revelation 
20 is not literal at all. It is just this period of time, some 1900 
years in which Christ is spiritually reigning in heaven. 

Another viewpoint is called the post-millennial viewpoint, and they 
say the world is going to get better and better and better until we 
come into a period of time which is the millennium here on earth. But 
the millennium may not be a thousand years in length. Then the Lord 
returns and there is a general resurrection and a general judgment, 
after which we go into the eternity of the future. 

The pre-millennial position, like the a- and post-millennial posi¬ 
tions, begins with the Lord's resurrection and the beginning of the 
Church. But at the end of the Church age the rapture of the Church 
takes place followed by a seven-year period of the Great Tribulation 
at the end of which the Lord returns and establishes a literal 
thousand-year kingdom here on Earth. 

Some a-millennialists and some post-millennialists see a little bit of 
a tribulation, of an indefinite length and indefinite character before 
the Lord comes all the way to the Earth. In the pre-mi11ennial posi¬ 
tion there are four divisions. Some believe that the rapture of the 
Church takes place prior to the tribulation, known as pre-tribulation 
pre-mi11ennialists. Some believe that the rapture takes place in the 
middle of the tribulation and are mid-tribulation pre-millennialists. 
Another group believes that the rapture takes place at the end of the 
tribulation period and are called post-tribulation pre-mi11ennialists. 

n recent days a new belief has emerged and that is that sometime 
between the middle of the tribulation and the end of it the rapture 
takes place. It is called the pre-wrath rapture of the Church. They 
do not consider the first part of the tribulation as God's wrath, and 
they are called the pre-wrath pre-tribulation pre-mi11ennialists. 

With much thought, study and prayer each must decide how to interpret 
the Scripture: literally, semi-1iterally, or spiritually. From my 
own personal point of view I believe in the literal interpretation of 
prophecy. In tracing from the Old Testament into the New Testament, 
whenever prophecy has been fulfilled it has been fulfilled literally. 
Therefore I believe there is no reason to say the rest of it may be 
interpreted spiritually. It seems to me that the spiritual interpre¬ 
tation only results in confusion. 

There was a fellow by the name of Origen in early Church history who 
taught that the ark of Noah with its three stories teaches concerning 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. It takes a lot of stretching 
of the imagination to get that from the account of Noah and the flood. 
That is the way scripture is spiritualized. Since the scripture is 
written for our admonition and learning, I believe it is much better 
to stay with the literal interpretation all the way. 
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Q. When Satan is put in prison for a thousand years in Revelation 20, 
does it mean there is no evil or does it allow for evil to still 
be resident in men? 

A. The second is true. In the pre-mi1lennial point of view, when the 
Lord begins that thousand-year period He begins it with only saved 
people on the Earth. [Incidentally, in the a- and post-millennial 
positions Satan is bound now. Do you think he is? Not as I read 
the newspapers.] They are able to sin, and some do, but they 
receive immediate judgment for that sin. And so they withhold 
their rebellious actions and at the end of that thousand-year 
period when Satan is loosed for a little season he finds a great 
following in those who have withheld their evil intents. So 
there will be evil in the hearts of men during the Millennium. 

The Millennium begins with saved people, they have children, and 
those children need to receive the Lord, because the old sin 
nature is still there. Some do and some don't, and out of those 
Satan will have a great following at the end of the millennial 
period. 

Q. What is the difference between the Jew, the Gentile and the 
Church of God? 

A. In I Corinthians 12 you have all believers who are members of 
the body of Christ. That is the Church. Regardless of 
denomination, every person who knows the Lord as their personal 
Savior is a member of the true Church, the body of Christ. 

The Church consists of saved Jews and Gentiles. Those Jews 
and Gentiles who have not received Christ are still classified 
separately as Jews or Gentiles. The Apostle Paul says that 
in Christ, spiritually, there is neither Jew nor Gentile. 

C. In the millennium it is not the saved people who rebel and turn 
away from the Lord, but they will have children, and it is the 
children who need to receive the Christ as their Savior. Those 
who do not receive Him will join Satan when he is loosed for a 
season. 

Ending prayer : Our Father, we thank You for the program that You 
have. We pray for Israel in the midst of all her problems, with 
enemies on every hand and within. We pray, as the Scripture tells 
us, for the peace of Jerusalem. Thank You for that body of believers, 
out of every nation, tongue and tribe, who have turned to You and in 
heartfelt thanks have knelt at the foot of the Cross. We realize that 
even today some are giving their lives for believing in You. We pray 
for those. We pray for us who have such an easy time in life, that we 
may walk in such a way as to be circumspect in representing our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. Thank You for the privilege of having these 
few moments apart with the Word of God, in Jesus' precious name. 

Amen. 
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In dealing with Ezekiel 20:33-40 I would like to look first at Matthew 
chapter 24. Whatever your view of the future is, a- post- or pre¬ 
mil lennial, there is within it some understanding of a tribulation 
period, whether it is a long or short season. Some understand it as 
a seven-year period that is marked by the rapture of the Church, after 
which the Lord comes all the way back to the Earth. We will look at 
the time of the close of the Tribulation and the return of the Lord 
to the Earth. 

I read Matthew 24 beginning at verse 29: Immediately after the 

tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened and the moon 
will not give its radiance, and the stars will fall from the 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then 
the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the heaven, and then 
all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the 
Son of Man coming upon them in clouds of the heaven with power 
and much glory. 

Verse 31 especially: And He [that is the Son of Man] will send His 
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather 
together His elect [that term, according to Isaiah, refers to 
the people of Israel] from the four winds of the ends of the 
heavens as far as the other end. 

There is a gathering of Israel, verse 29, after the Tribulation 
period. With that in mind, go back to Ezekiel chapter 20 . 

Verse 33: "As I live," says the Lord God, "surely with a mighty 
hand and an outstretched arm and with fury poured out I will 
rule over you. And I will bring you out from the peoples and 
will gather you from the lands where you are scattered, with 
a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and with fury poured 
out." 

That is what is in Matthew 24:31 where the Lord sends the angels to 
gather Israel back. 

Verse 35 : "And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, 
and there I will judge you face to face. Just as I judged 
your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I 
will judge you," says the Lord. [This is the important verse 
for the moment - verse 37 1 And I will make you pass under the 
rod and will bring you into the bond of the covenant, and I 
will purge the rebels from among you and those that transgress 
against Me. I will bring them out of the lands where they 
dwell, but they shall not enter the soil of Israel. And you 
will know that I am the Lord." 

The Lord will cause Israel to "pass under the rod." That is a sort of 
figure of speech that is in Leviticus. Go to Leviticus 27. In this 
spot in the Pentateuch Moses gives some rules concerning the tithe. 

The people tithed everything, including their cattle. 
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Verse 30: And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of 
the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's. It is 
holy to the Lord. If a man will redeem from his tithes he 
shall add one-fifth to it. And all the tithe of the herd of 
the flock, all that passes under the rod, the tenth shall be 
holy to the Lord. 

This was a way in which they determined the tenth. The owner of the 
flock would cause his flock to pass single file in front of him and 
count them. Every tenth one would be marked on the head with dye, and 
later set aside as a tithe. The principle is passing under the rod 
for judgment. 

In Ezekiel the Lord is going to do that with Israel (chapter 20), and 
(verse 38) He will "purge out the rebels from among you, those who 
transgress against Me." He will judge them individually. "I will 
bring them out of the land where they dwell but they shall not enter 
the soil of Israel." At this particular point, only saved people of 
the Jewish nation will enter the millennial kingdom. The rebels will 
be purged out from among them and will not be permitted to enter into 
the land. 

Verse 40.: "For on my holy mountain on the mountain height of 

Israel," says the Lord God, "there all the house of Israel, 
all of them in the land shall serve Me. There I will accept 
them and there I will require their heave offerings and the 
first fruits ...." 

All of the house of Israel at that point will know the Lord and will 
serve Him. They enter into the land as a saved people. 

Q. How about verse 33 of Leviticus 27? "He shall not search whether 
it be good or bad, neither shall he change it. If he change it 
at all then both it and the change thereof shall be holy." 

A. Suppose the tenth of the flock was not a very good one, or 

perhaps he would like to keep it. The Lord said he couldn't 
change it unless he would add another one, so it would take two 
instead of one for the Lord. 

What the Lord does with Israel He also does with Gentile people. Turn 
to Matthew 25:31: "And when the Son of Man comes in His glory and 
all the holy angels with Him, then He shall sit on a throne of 
His glory, and all the Gentiles will be gathered before Him, 
and He will separate them one from another just as the shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. And He will set the sheep 
on His right but the goats on the left. Then the king shall 
say to those on His right, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. For I was hungry and you gave Me to eat; I was thirsty 
and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I 
was naked and you clothed Me ....'" 
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Notice, in verse 34 those on His right are to "inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you." 

In Matthew 25:41: "Then He will say also to those on the left, 

'Depart from Me, accursed, into everlasting fire having been 
prepared for the devil and for his angels. For I was hungry 
and you did not give Me to eat; I was thirsty and you did not 
give Me to drink; I was a stranger and you did not take Me in." 

[Verse 46]: "These will go away into everlasting punishment 
but the righteous into eternal life." 

At this point there will be the judgment of Gentile peoples and only 
the saved among the Gentiles will enter into the kingdom. So the Lord 
begins the Millennium with only saved people. Ezekiel 20 fits into 
that judgment relating to Israel. 

Q. That will be the White Throne judgment? 

A. No, that will not be the White Throne judgment. This is a judg¬ 
ment of the nations. Ezekiel 20 is the judgment of the people 
of Israel and Matthew 25 is the judgment of the Gentile nations. 

So both Jew and Gentile will be judged prior to the Millennium, 
and only the saved of both Jew and Gentile will enter into the 
millennial period. After the thousand years comes the great 
White Throne judgment in which the dead are resurrected to stand 
for judgment. 

Q. Will the Jews be judged at a different time than the Gentiles? 

A. Timewise they both take place at the coming of the Lord after 
the Tribulation, so they will take place at separate times and 
at the same time. The same time is after the Tribulation period 
with the coming of the Lord. He judges the people of Israel 
when He brings them back from the lands where they have been 
scattered. And He judges also the Gentiles at that time. Remem¬ 
ber I Corinthians 10: "the Jew, the Gentile and the Church 
of God." God deals with the Jews in a special way -- he has a 
promise for them to inherit the land. In Ezekiel 20:37, the 
latter part of the verse, "And I will bring you [that is, the 
Jews] into the bond of the covenant." 

Go to Ezekiel 37:26: "Moreover, I will make a covenant of peace 
with them, and it shall be an everlasting covenant with them. I 
will establish them, multiply them and I will set My sanctuary 
in their midst forever." That is the everlasting covenant men¬ 
tioned in Ezekiel 20:37. 

In the Old Testament there were promises made to Abraham that 
his descendants would have a land. There was a promise made to 
David that one of his descendants would sit upon the throne and 
rule over the nations. Those promises will be fulfilled at the 
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time of the Millennium. Israel will be back in the land and 
will occupy all that was promised to them, and they have never 
done that before. They conquered all of it during the time of 
David but they never lived in all of it. So at the beginning 
of the millennial period God will judge the Jews and separate 
the rebels from them. The Gentiles in other places in the world 
will be judged and only the saved enter the Millennium, but they 
have no promise of the land that was promised to the Jew. 

Q. Does that indicate that the Jews will be the leaders and rulers? 

A. Yes. In Deuteronomy, "You were the tail but you will now be the 
head of the nation." Later in Ezekiel there will be a large 
temple built and all nations come up from year to year to worship 
in Jerusalem. Israel will have a very important part in those 
days as the head of the nations. 

Q. These particular judgments have nothing to do with the Church. 

The Church has been taken out and judged at the Bema seat, so 
that the judgments are of those who are saved or not saved during 
the Tribulation period. Is that right? 

A. That is correct. The Church will have been taken out, and this 
judgment has to do with those living during the Tribulation 
period. Someone asked whether there would be a great revival 
between now and the time the Lord comes. I do not know for sure. 
I am hoping so. We do know that during the Tribulation period 
under the ministry of the hunderd and forty-four thousand Jews 
in Revelation chapter 7 there will be a tremendous worldwide 
revival, even though it costs people their lives to believe. 

John sees in heaven a great multitude which no man could number 
out of every nation, tongue and tribe. Those who escape death 
at this time as believers will be permitted to enter into the 
millennial period and populate it. 

During this time there will be children born, and they need to 
accept the Lord. Some do and some don't, even as it is today. 

I am going to speculate a little. In Psalm 2:7-9 we read that 
Christ will rule with a rod of iron. The Millennium will be a 
time of strict righteousness. There will be honesty, and any 
infractions will be judged immediately. Turn to Psalm 66:3-4, 
"Say to God, 'How awesome are Your works. Through the greatness 
of Your power Your enemies shall yield feigned obedience." Per¬ 
haps your translation reads "submit themselves." It is the same 
word used in other places of a vanquished people who subject 
themselves to their conquerors. So I read, "Your enemies shall 
yield feigned obedience to You. All the earth shall worship You. 

Another interesting verse is in Psalm 101:8. Perhaps your trans¬ 
lation has "early," but in the Hebrew Bible it reads, "Morning 
by morning I will destroy all the wicked of the land." So the 
Lord will keep short accounts on anybody who misbehaves. For 
the unsaved it will not be an easy time. 
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Two other verses. Isaiah 65:18, "But be glad and rejoice forever 
in what I create. For behold I create Jerusalem a rejoicing and 
her people a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem and joy in My 
people. The voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her 
nor the voice of crying. No more shall there be an infant of 
days from there, nor an old man who has not fulfilled his days. 

For the youth shall die the son of a hundred years old [he will 
be a hundred years old] but the sinner, the son of a hundred 
years shall be accursed." During the Millennium if someone dies 
at a hundred years old they will say, "Did you hear that young 
fellow died?" Age will be restored as it was in the early days 
of Genesis. 

Isaiah 66:23, "And it shall come to pass from new moon to its new 
moon and from sabbath to its sabbath, all flesh shall come to 
worship before Me," says the Lord, "And they shall go forth and 
look upon the dead bodies of the men who transgress against Me. 

For their worm shall not die and their fire shall not be quenched. 
They shall be an abhorrence to all mankind." At the time of 
judgment those bodies will be an exhibit of what it really means 
to disobey the Lord during that time. There are awesome times 
coming, but they will also be wonderful times for those who know 
the Lord. 

Ezekiel 21 . When we wend over the symbolic acts of Ezekiel we looked 
at a number of things in this chapter. In verse 6, Ezekiel is to 
groan and sigh. "Groan, therefore, son of man, with breaking loins, 
and groan with bitterness before their eyes." In verse 12 he is 
supposed to cry and wail and "strike your thigh." In verse 14 . "And 
you, son of man, prophesy and strike your hands" that is, palm to 
palm. Verse 17., "I will also beat my fists," or palm to my palm, "and 
I will cause My fury to rest. I, the Lord, have spoken it." These 
were symbolic acts Ezekiel was to carry out. 

Today [February 6, 1996] is my birthday. I am 82 years old. Fifty- 
eight years ago I knelt at the foot of the Cross and took Christ as 
my Savior as a young man of 24. That experience has never left me. 
Church membership, baptism, living a moral life, none of those helped 
me. There was a disrest in my heart until one night I heard a young 
man speak and he laid a bunch of keys on his pulpit and said, "Out in 
front of this building is a new Chevrolet. If the Lord comes, the 
first guy up here to get those keys can have that car." I said, "Wait 

a minute, that's not for me." And the Lord spoke to my heart 58 years 

ago. I trust that these lessons will not only instruct us in God's 
ways, past, present, and future, but will also speak to us today that 
we need a Savior. 

Ezekiel 21.:18.: The word of the Lord came to me saying, "And you, 
son of man, set for yourself two ways that the sword of the 

king of Babylon may go. Both of them shall go from the one 

land. Make a sign [or a hand] making it at the head of the 
way to the city. Appoint a way for the sword to go to Rabba 
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of the sons of Ammon, or to Judah into the fortified Jerusalem. 
For the king of Babylon stands at the mother [or parting of 
the ways], at the head of the two roads to use divination. 

He shakes the arrows; he consults the images; he looks at the 
liver of sacrifice. In his right hand is the divination for 
Jerusalem, to set up battering rams, to open the mouth for 
slaughter, to lift the voice with shouting, to set battering 
rams against the gates, to heap up a mound and build a siege 
wall. And it will be to them like a false divination in the 
eyes of those who have sworn oaths to them. But he will bring 
iniquity to remembrance that they may be taken." 

"Therefore," thus says the Lord God, "because you have made 
your iniquity to be remembered in that your transgressions are 
uncovered so that in all deeds your sins appear, because you 
have come to remembrance, you shall be taken in hand" [that is, 
by Babylon]. 

There are several things in that portion that are of some interest. 

In verse 19 Ezekiel is to appoint two ways for the king of Babylon 
to go, and he [the king of Babylon] is going to make a decision. 
Nebuchadnezzar, in his march against Judah, will be going up north 
of Damascus to a place called Riblah, thus avoiding the Arabian 
desert. At Riblah he has a decision to make. Will he go and attack 
Jerusalem or will he attack Ammon? 

Ezekiel says, in verse 21, that the king is having trouble in deciding 
which way to go. So [in the middle of the verse] he [the king of 
Babylon] shakes the arrows; he consults the images; he looks at the 
liver. Those are three ways they would attempt to make a decision. 

Shaking the arrows -- they would put two or three arrows in a case. 

One would say "Jerusalem," one would say "Amman," and if there is a 
third one it would say "Try again." The king would reach in and pull 
out one of those arrows, and then decide that perhaps that is the way 
he should go. In this case Jerusalem is the one he drew. 

Then he consults the images, the heathen idols to which they looked, 
and he would expect that in one way or another their gods would speak 
about going this way or that. 

He looks at the liver [of sacrifice]. I will read a section from a 
book on archaeology which I think explains that rather clearly. 

One of the most common forms of soothsaying in antiquity was 
hepatoscopy, the observation of an animal's liver, usually 
that of a lamb, sacrificed for the purpose. This method was 
probably based on the elementary knowledge which ancient 
peoples had concerning the importance of the liver in the 
functions of the body. As a sort of guide or code, sooth¬ 
sayers often used a clay model of a liver. Its several 


87 



EZEKIEL - Bishop 


sections were marked with code symbols denoting various 
predictions. So general was the use of these models that 
specimens have been found not only in Palestine [for instance 
at Hazor] and Mesopotamia but in Asia Minor and in Italy as 
well. Some of them date from the second millennium B.C. 

This doesn't say whether the king of Babylon actually sacrificed an 
animal and looked at the liver, which was the beginning of this 
process, or whether he used a clay model. But here was Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar trying to decide which way to go -- shaking the arrows, con¬ 
sulting the images, and looking at the liver. 

As the result of his divination [verse 22], he decides to go to 
Jerusalem and attack it. The close of the verses I have just read 
indicate that it was because of Judah's iniquity that Babylon would 
come and take them. 

Ezekiel 21:25-27 : Now to you, 0 profane wicked prince of Israel 
[here Ezekiel is addressing the last king of Israel, Zede- 
kiah], whose day has come in the time of iniquity at the end. 
Thus says the Lord, "Remove the diadem; take off the crown; 
this shall not be the same. Exalt the humble and humble the 
exalted. Overthrow, overthrow, overthrow [or ruin, ruin 
ruin] I will make it and that shall be no more [that is, 
the crown] until he come whose right it is, and I will give 
it to him. 

On the aside, not by way of interpretation, in verse 27 it says, 
"overthrow, overthrow, overthrow" or "ruin, ruin, ruin," which 
appears three times. Some of the translations do not put the third 
one in, but it is repeated three times for emphasis. Sometimes some¬ 
one will go to Isaiah chapter 6 where the seraphim are saying, "Holy, 
holy, holy" and claim that is an indication of the Trinity. As I see 
it, that is not an indication of the Trinity. It is simply an extra 
emphasis of the holiness of God. 

The important thing is this section is that the crown would be taken 
away until "he come whose right it is, and I will give it [that is, 
the crown] to him." 

Go to Genesis 49. This is Jacob's dying pronouncement concerning his 
sons. Verse 9: Judah is a lion's whelp.... [Verse 10]: "The 
scepter shall not depart from Judah nor a lawgiver from be¬ 
tween his feet until Shiloh comes, and to him shall the 
obedience of the peoples be." 

There is a lot of discussion concerning that word "Shiloh." Some say 
that refers to Judah. But that doesn't work with what we know of the 
subsequent history of Judah. Some say it refers to David, but that 
doesn't match. Some commentators derive "Shiloh" from the Hebrew 
word "shalom," which means peace, but that is not very satisfactory. 
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To present what I think is the best explanation I will give a little 
bit of an English lesson. "Can't." We know that is a contraction 
of two words meaning "can not." Or, perhaps more confusing, the word 
"won't," which comes from "will not." I am not enough of a scholar 
to understand how they came to that contraction. But we are accus¬ 
tomed to contractions within our own language. 

It is quite likely that what we have in "shiloh" is the same thing 
in the Hebrew. "Asher lo," two words meaning "which to him." In 
contractions, which we find frequently in biblical Hebrew poetry, 
"asher" is shortened to "sh." In combining "sh" with "lo" and sup¬ 
plying the vowel you come out with "Shiloh," meaning "which is to 
him," and that would be the understanding of the word "Shiloh" in 
Genesis 49:6. 

Ezekiel 21:27 : "...until he come whose right it is and I will 
give it [the crown] to him." 

That is the way to understand the word "Shiloh" - "which is to him." 
This is not my idea. I can quote a number of Jewish rabbis who 
understood it that way. The Qumran Society, which was at the north¬ 
western corner of the Dead Sea, understood it that way. Therefore, 
probably Ezekiel 21:27 is the way to help us understand what "Shiloh" 
means in Genesis 49:10. 

Q. You say "to him" - is that Jesus? 

A. Yes. In further pursuing Genesis 49:10 you are talking about 
Jesus coming and receiving the crown. 

C. Some Bible scholars say "Shiloh" means Jesus. 

A. Not the word itself, but it is all right to say the word refers 

to Jesus. In the history of Israel with the taking away of Judah 
into captivity, I referred to Ezekiel 21:25, the prince of 
Israel, Zedekiah, who was the last king of Judah. There has not 
been one since that time and the crown will belong to Jesus when 
He comes. 

The rest of the chapter deals with the Ammonites. Verse 28 : Thus 
says the Lord God concerning the Ammonites, concerning their 
reproach. [Verse 31.] "I will pour out my indignation on you." 

There is another chapter later on which deals with the Ammonites. We 
will not deal with that here, except to say that this time Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar came down to Jerusalem, and several years later he also cap¬ 
tured the area of Ammon and they did feel the wrath of Nebuchadnezzar 

Chapter 22 . I will not spend much time on this chapter because we 
have gone through the sins of Judah and Israel a number of times. I 
will simply point out that in verse 6. Ezekiel addresses the princes 
of Israel. Then in verse 25 he speaks about the prophets. In verse 
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26 he mentions her priests. In verse 27 he speaks about her princes. 
And then in verse 29 he speaks about the people. He goes through the 
whole gamut of their abominations and so on and comes to this conclu¬ 
sion in verses 30 and 31 : "So I sought a man among them who would 
make a wall and stand in the breach before Me on behalf of the 
land so I should not destroy it, but I have not found one. 
Therefore, I have poured out My indignation on them; I have 
consumed them with the fire of My breath." 

That predicts the coming of Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C. There is a 
list of the sins of Israel in chapter 22. 

Chanter 23 approaches the question in a little different fashion. 

Here Ezekiel deals in a poetic parable with two sisters -- in verse 
4, Aholah, the elder, and Aholibah, her sister. Those are identified 
in the last of verse 4. Samaria is Aholah and Jerusalem is Aholibah. 
Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom; Jerusalem was the 
capital of the southern kingdom. Then it goes through a whole list 
of their sins. This places it into a different kind of background. 

Chapter 24 . which we have dealt with previously. This deals with the 
symbolic acts of Ezekiel. In verse 3 he was to put on a pot and boil 
some meat, etc. In verses 15 and 16 there is the sign of Ezekiel's 
wife dying suddenly, and Ezekiel was not to cry over that. Then the 
last three verses of the chapter: And you, son of man, will it 

not be in the day when I take from them their strength, joy, 
their glory, the desire of their eyes and the yearning of 
their soul, their sons and their daughters? On that day one 
who escapes will come to you to cause the ears to hear. 

In other words, verse 27 : On that day your mouth will be opened 
to him who has escaped and you shall speak and no longer be 
mute. 

In our previous study, on a particular occasion Ezekiel was held from 

public ministry unless the Lord spoke to him. And here now after all 

that time that muteness will be over and Ezekiel will be able to 
speak again. 

Now a large section. Chapters 25 through 32 which deal with nations 
surrounding Israel. 

In Chapter 25:1-7 . notice verse 2 : "Set your face against the sons 
of Ammon." That is in Jordan, east of Jerusalem across the Jordan 

River. Today it is Amman, Jordan. In verses 8-11 Moab is mentioned, 

which is directly east of the Dead Sea. Edom is in verses 12-14 . to 
the south of the Dead Sea. Verses 15-17 speak against Philistia, on 
the Mediterranean Sea to the west of Israel. 

Then in Chapters 26-28 to Tyre and to Sidon, which are city states. 

Chapter 26 deals with the judgment on Tyre, a city to the far north 
in Phoenicia. Verse 2 : Son of man, because Tyre has said against 
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Jerusalem, "Aha, she is broken" [in other words, they 
rejoiced because Jerusalem was being besieged], therefore, 
behold, I am against you. [Here is the judgment of the 
Lord in verse 4 and following.] They [Babylon] will destroy 
the walls of Tyre, break down her towers, scrape her dust 
from her and make her like a bare rock. It shall be a place 
for spreading nets in the midst of the sea. 

Verse Z : For thus says the Lord God, "I will bring against Tyre 
from the north Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, a king of 
kings, with horses and chariots and horsemen, and many people. 
He will slay with the sword your daughters .... [Verse 9] 

He will direct his battering engines against your walls, and 
with his axes he will break down your towers. [Vers_e 12 1 
They will plunder your riches and pillage your merchandise, 
and they will break down your walls and destroy your pleasant 
houses, and they will lay your stones and your timber and your 
dust in the midst of the water. [Verse 14] And I will make 
you like a bare rock, you shall be a place for spreading nets, 
and you shall not be built anymore," thus says the Lord God 
to Tyre. 

It is not easy to locate historical information concerning Tyre. 
There are a couple of items which are the best information I have 
been able to get. Verse 4.: "They shall destroy the walls of Tyre, 
break down her towers, scrape her dust from her; she'll be like a 
bare rock." That will be done by Nebuchadnezzar (Verse 2)* Then 
the last of verse 12 : "They will lay your stones and your timber 
and your dust in the midst of the water, (verse 14.) and you shall 
not be built anymore." 

There are several historical sources which seem to bear out this 
account as it is written. Tyre is on the coastline by the Mediter¬ 
ranean Sea. It was a large city, strongly fortified. Around 586 
B.C. Nebuchadnezzar came up to the north beyond Tyre and then down 
to the city. Historians say he spent thirteen years besieging the 
city and finally left it pretty much in ruins. But there was also 
the Tyre out on an island. Apparently many inhabitants left the 
coast city of Tyre and moved out to the island and built a city. So 
Nebuchadnezzar performed the first part in destroying the walls and 
breaking down her towers. 

Later on Alexander the Great came and saw the island city. He said 
to them, "I want to come out and worship." The island inhabitants 
said, "No thank you, we don't go for that," because they knew what 
would happen. So Alexander the Great started to figure out how he 
could get out to that city of Tyre. He took some of the dust and 
timbers from the old coastline city and started to build a causeway. 
The people of Tyre saw what was happening and sent out their fleets 
to destroy the causeway. Alexander had to get some of his own ships 
to block the ships of Tyre, and he finally built the causeway across 
to the island. So Alexander the Great fulfilled that part of the 
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prophecy, ( the last of verse 12). "They shall lay your stones and 
your timbers and your dust in the midst of the waters." 

Here is prophecy that is fulfilled over a period of time, shall we 
say 330 B.C. for Alexander. It took some two hundred and fifty years 
for both phases of the prophecy to be fulfilled. That causeway is 
still there, all filled in now, and I had the privilege of seeing it 
a number of years ago. I understand that the commercial fishermen 
today use the rocks on the mainland to dry their nets, and the island 
city is not occupied. There is what I might call a third city of 
Tyre which people go through to come to the ruined city, but there is 
no city of Tyre as such. 

Ending prayer: Our Father, we thank You that the Word of God is sure 
and true. That when You speak it is "Yea" and "Amen." We ask that 
we may not falter in our faith today, that we may be faithful in all 
that You give us to do, and that others, in seeing us, may understand 
our love for Christ and our desire to serve Him. Keep us from sin 
today, we do pray, in Jesus' precious name. Amen. 


We are not going through Ezekiel verse by verse. There is plenty of 
good homiletical information on these chapters. We are not approach¬ 
ing them from a homiletical point of view, but rather trying to 
interpret. We need to remember the background of chapter 26, which 
we looked at last week in which Tyre was destroyed according to the 
prophecy, being finally wiped out completely and that it would be a 
place on which nets would be spread. In chapter 27 we have a lament 
over Tyre. 

The seacoast position of the city: The old city of Tyre was located 
on the mainland, but there was also an island about a half mile into 
the sea to which they finally fled. Alexander the Great built a 
causeway across the sea to capture that island city. Chapter 27 
approaches the city of Tyre on that seacoast location. 

Ezekiel 27:3 : Say to Tyre, "You who dwells at the entrances of 
the sea, a merchant of the peoples to many coastlands, thus 
says the Lord God, '0 Tyre, you have said, "I am perfect of 
beauty." Your borders are in the heart of the seas [that is, 
an island], your builders have perfected your beauty ....'" 

This addresses the seaworthiness of the city of Tyre. It is spoken 
of as a ship in figurative language. 

In verse 5.: They made all your planks of the fir trees from 
Senir [another name for Mount Hermon]; they took a cedar 
from Lebanon to make you a mast; the oaks from Bashan they 
made your oars; 

and it goes on to describe various parts of a ship likened to the 
city of Tyre. For example, in verse 1 _> "fine embroidered linen from 
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Egypt was your sail, blue and purple from the coast of Elishah [the 
identification of that is not known for sure] was your covering." 

Then, their extensive trade, verses 12 through 25. There are twenty- 
three different places with whom the inhabitants of Tyre carried on 
their commercial activities. 

In verses 26 through 36 speak of the downfall of Tyre in figurative 
language. Two verses will provide an idea, 2_6 and 27 : Your 

oarsmen brought you into many waters; the east wind broke 
you in the heart of the seas; your riches and your wares, 
your merchandisers, your mariners and your sailors, your 
caulkers [those who sealed up the leaks in the ships] and 
the dealers and their merchandise, all your men of war who 
are in you and with the entire company which is in you will 
fall into the heart of the seas on the day of your ruin. 

In that kind of language Ezekiel predicts the downfall of Tyre, sort 
of matching what has already been said in chapter 26, except in 
figurative language. 

Ezekiel 28. - there is a great difference of opinion as to how to 
approach this chapter. Notice that in verse 2 Ezekiel is to speak 
to the prince of Tyre; then in verse 12 he is to speak a lamentation 
over the king of Tyre. Many identify the prince and the king as the 
same person. It is true that a king was a prince, and there are 
those who look at the latter part of the chapter figuratively and 
identify with the prince of verse 2. 

However, I take a different view. Chapter 28:1 : The word of 

the Lord came to me saying, "Son of man, say to the prince 
of Tyre, 'Thus says the Lord God, "Because your heart is 
lifted up and you have said, 'I am a god. I sit in the seat 
of gods in the heart of the seas,' but you are a man and not 
a god."'" 

That is an important thing to notice here, that to this one who says, 
"I am a god," God says: "You are a man and not a god, though you 
set your heart as the heart of God. Behold, are you wiser 
than Daniel? [Some translate that "you are"; if so, that is 
irony. Probably it is "are you wiser than Daniel?] There is 
no secret that can be hidden from you. With your wisdom and 
with your understanding you have made power for yourself and 
gathered gold and silver into your treasuries. By your wis¬ 
dom, your trade, you have increased your riches and your heart 
is lifted up because of your riches." 

Here is a claim of a ruler of Tyre that he was a god. Now the judg¬ 
ment, in verse .6: "Therefore," thus says the Lord God, "because 
you set your heart as the heart of God, behold, therefore, I 
will bring strangers against you, the terrible of the nations. 
And they shall draw their swords against the beauty of your 
wisdom and will defile your splendor." 
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Verse 9: "Will you still say before him who kills you, 'I am 

God'? But you are a man and not a god. In the hands of him 
who slays you you shall die the deaths of the uncircumcised 
[that is, in shame] by the hand of aliens, for I have spoken," 
says the Lord God. 

There is a judgment against the prince or the ruler of Tyre at that 
particular time. Now we come to the distinction, and I agree with 
those who make it. 

Verse 11 : And the word of the Lord came to me saying, "Son of 

man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre and say to 
him, 

The reason I believe he is a different person from the prince appears 
in the following verses. If you interpret literally, as I believe we 
should wherever possible, you will see that there is a difference. 

In the last part of verse 12 : 'You were the seal of perfection, 
full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the 
garden of God. Every precious stone was your covering -- the 
ruby, the topaz, the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, the jasper' 


This says he was perfect in beauty; he was in Eden. In the last part 
of verse 13, again there is an important distinction, "in the day you 
were created" -- in the day you were created you were perfect in 
beauty and in the seal of wisdom. Verse 14 . who were you?: 

"You were the anointed cherub that covers [or guards], and 
I established you. You were on the holy mountain of God." 

The king spoken of here was a cherub. God has all different kinds of 
creatures -- angels, seraphim, watchers, cherubim -- and this one is 
referred to as a cherub. So this king of Tyre was a cherub. 

Verse 15 : "You were perfect in your ways from the day you were 
created till unrighteousness was found in you." 

He was perfect and then he fell. How did he fall? Verse 16 : 

"By the abundance of your trading they filled the midst of 
thee with violence, and you have sinned, and I profaned thee 
from the mountain of God and have disbursed you, 0 covering 
cherub, from the midst of the fiery stones. Your heart was 
lifted up because of beauty, you corrupted your wisdom over 
your splendor, I cast you upon the earth, I put you before 
kings. You have defiled your holiness by the multitude of 
your iniquities, by the unrighteousness of your trading; 
therefore I have brought a fire from your midst." 

This seems to me to say this cherub who was created perfect, who was 
in the garden of God, was filled with pride, and therefore he fell 
and God disciplined him by casting him upon the earth. So I believe 
this is not the ruler of Tyre but the one who is behind the ruler of 
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Tyre, and there is no one who would fit this better than Satan him¬ 
self. 

Q. How do you think Satan stood in the presence of God? 

A. Originally? I rather think this verse 14 explains it. "You 
were the anointed cherub that covers [or guards]." He was a 
guardian of God. Then at the end of verse 16: "I have dis¬ 
bursed you 0 covering [or guardian] cherub." 

Q. Would he have been equal with Michael and the other angels and 
cherubs? 

A. Yes, no doubt he was. He had a very important position in the 
original government of God. If my suggestion is correct, we 
do know the history of Satan. He was cast out of heaven, he 
became the prince of the power of the air, he had access to the 
earth and tempted Adam and Eve to fall into sin. 

When the six days of creation were completed, there is a verse at the 
close of Genesis chapter 2 which says, "God saw all that He had done 
and behold it was exceedingly good." At that point God had created 
all His heavenly creatures, and Satan had not yet fallen, and I be¬ 
lieve he was acting in a guardianship capacity, perhaps over the 
holiness of God, or something of that sort. I wish we had more in¬ 
formation. I don't want to speak where God hasn't spoken, but at 
least from these words I gather that to be true. 

Then sometime after the sixth day of creation Satan fell. Paul, in 
I Timothy, says it was because of pride. Ezekiel says, "You were 
lifted up because of your beauty and because of the unrighteousness 
of your trading" in verse 18. So sometime after the sixth day of 
creation Satan fell, and then he appeared in the Garden of Eden to 
tempt Adam and Eve. 

Since then, at least I believe, Satan does not have access to heaven. 
In Job chapter 1 he came with the sons of God and appeared before the 
Lord, but I do not believe that was in heaven. I believe the sons of 
God were believers and were in a meeting. Job was there, and it was 
then that Satan taunted God concerning the person of Job. (Apparent¬ 
ly God and Satan were invisible to the believers.) In Revelation 4 
there is a throne of God that is set or placed or put. God has dif¬ 
ferent places where He carries on His business, as I see it. There¬ 
fore, Job chapter 1 would have occurred in a different place than 
Heaven. I would be very disappointed if the Lord called me home 
today and I could see Satan walking down the street. 

Q. It says he is the accuser of the brethren. 

A. Right. He has access to God, but I don't believe it is in 
Heaven. Satan is called the prince of the power of the air. 

And there are three heavens -- one in which the birds fly, one 
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is the starry heavens, and the third one is God's heaven. Though 
Satan must report to God I believe he doesn't report to Him in 
Heaven. Since God is everywhere there is no problem here. 

Q. Re the gathering of the sons of God in Job, wasn't that Heaven? 

A. I don't think so. Turn to Job 1:6: "Now there was a day when 
the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and 
Satan came among them also." Your question is where does that 
take place. When we read in Job 38 concerning "the morning stars 
sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy," there 
the term "sons of God" is definitely used of angels. There is a 
difference in the Hebrew construction in Job 1:6, and here I am 
speaking from memory. One has the definite article and one does 
not, so that in Job 38 it is talking about angels, but in Job 
chapter 1, I feel, it is talking about believers on earth. They 
presented themselves before the Lord. This is what is said in 
the Genesis account where Cain and Abel came and presented them¬ 
selves before the Lord, here on earth. 

So the meeting in Job 1 is of believers presenting themselves 
before the Lord, and the Lord was there. Satan came also and 
the Lord asked him where he came from, to which he replied, 

"From going to and fro in the earth and walking back and forth." 
Then God asked the question about Job. Here again it is a matter 
of opinion. When we are in a church service where the gospel is 
preached are we not in a special way coming into the presence of 
God? We come to present ourselves before the Lord. Without 
being dogmatic, this is the way I evaluate Job chapter 1. I 
don't believe Satan has access to Heaven. 

Q. Re angels falling. 

A. In Revelation there is at least a third of the angels who fell 
with Satan. Revelation 12:4: "His tail drew a third of the 
stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon 
stood before the woman who was ready to give birth to devour her 
Child as soon as it was born." I think that the Scripture in¬ 
dicates that a third of the angelic realm followed Satan. 

Q. Isn't that what demons are? Aren't they fallen angels? 

A. That is another question. I have a problem with that because 
the Scripture is silent and I don't know. I would not argue 
with anyone who says demons are fallen angels, but I don't find 
any statement like that in scripture. We just don't have any 
information as to where demons came from. They are evil spirits 
very definitely in league with Satan. 

Please don't believe something just because I say it. Check it out 

for yourself. 
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Prayer : Our heavenly Father, we realize there is a realm beyond our 

understanding in which sin has entered, in which the ruler of this 
age has come with a tremendous, fierce force to even attack believers 
today. But we thank You that our refuge is in Christ and that He is 
the victor. We thank You for the last book of the Bible which 
assures as we read the end that eventually there is victory and that 
one day every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that He is 
Lord. We pray that all who hear today may have already found that 
refuge. We have knelt at the foot of the cross, we have confessed 
our sins, and we have laid hold of Your free gift of life everlast¬ 
ing. Lord, grant this to us all, we do pray, in Jesus' precious 
name. Amen. 


We have gone through Ezekiel 28 to verse 20 where the subject 
changes. There is now a prophecy against Sidon rather than against 
Tyre. Though Sidon came under attack it was never completely de¬ 
stroyed. In Mark chapter 7 you find that our Lord went as far north 
as Sidon. In Acts 27 the Apostle Paul on his way to Rome stopped at 
the port of Sidon where he was permitted to get some medical care. 

I remember when I went down the coastline to Sidon and then to Tyre, 
our driver guide stopped and pulled out of his pocket a bill which 
had on it a picture of the coastline of Tyre and Sidon, now spelled 
"Saida." 

Here in Ezekiel 28 . Ezekiel is prophesying against her, verse 21 : 

Son of man, set your face toward Sidon and prophesy against 
her and say, "Behold, I am against you, 0 Sidon, and I will 
be glorified in your midst ." 

The rest of the verses indicate the judgment of God upon Sidon. 

Chapters 29 through 32 are prophecies against Egypt. Chanter 29:2 : 
Son of man, set your face against Pharaoh, king of Egypt 
and prophesy against him and against all Egypt. 

In verse 3. Egypt is spoken of in figurative language as a great 
monster: ... Behold, I am against you. Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 

the great monster who lives in the midst of his rivers, who 
has said, "My river is mine, and I have made it." 

Ezekiel now, at the urging of the Lord, makes a prophecy against 
Egypt in the following verses. 

There are two problems in the chapter. In verse 10: "Behold, 
therefore, I am against you and against your rivers. And 
I will make the land of Egypt utterly waste and desolate 
from Migdol [in the northern delta of Egypt where the River 
Nile spreads out before it enters the Mediterranean Sea] to 
Syene [which is in the southern portion] as far as the border 
of Ethiopia. Neither foot of man shall pass through it nor 
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foot of beast pass through it, and it shall be uninhabited 
forty years." 

"Uninhabited forty years" is one of the problems. Most histories do 
not record those forty years of uninhabited Egypt. That prophecy has 
already taken place. I read from Berosus, historian on Babylon: 

Nebuchadnezzar, after he conquered Egypt, took great numbers 
of captives to Babylon. 

Also, did others flee to neighboring areas as in similar cases? 

There is at least some indication historically that that had taken 
place. 

Josephus records the same thing, and a small fragment from a Baby¬ 
lonian chronicle confirms Nebuchadnezzar's invasion of Egypt. From 
my point of view, that prophecy, under Nebuchadnezzar’s invasion, has 
taken place. 

Verse 12.: "And I will make the land of Egypt desolate in the 
midst of the lands that are desolate and among the cities 
that are laid waste. Her cities shall be desolate forty 
years, and I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations 
and disburse them among these lands." [Berosus bears out 
that fact.] 

Verse 13.: For thus says the Lord God, "At the end of forty years 
I will gather the Egyptians from the peoples among whom they 
are scattered, and I will bring them back as captives of 
Egypt and cause them to return to the land of Pathros [that 
is in the southern part of Egypt], to the land of their 
origin, and there they shall be a lowly kingdom." 

If you will remember the principles, politically, under which Babylon 
operated, that is, when they took a country they would take the 
people captive and disburse them in the various lands so as to weaken 
the captive land so they could not rebel. When Medo-Persia came and 
defeated Babylon they reversed that procedure and returned the cap¬ 
tives to their own lands, believing they would be more satisfied in 
their own countries and cause less trouble. 

Now the last of verse 14 : "they shall be a lowly kingdom." 

Since the captivity of Nebuchadnezzar Egypt has never been the strong 
kingdom it once was. I read from one editor who has observed this: 

It was ruined by constant fighting and brutal extortion so 
that the conquest of Alexander the Great in 332 was hailed 
with joy. There followed the long line of fifteen Ptolemys, 
Greeks by blood, culture and outlook. Under them Egypt became, 
at least in its cities and to some measure even in the country¬ 
side, Hellenized. The alien royal house degenerated more and 
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more until after the battle of Actium it dropped like a ripe 
plum into the hands of the Romans in 30 B.C. Since then it 
has been ruled by Arab and Turk, Fatimid and Saracen, Mamluk, 
Ottoman, Turk and Albanian. Misrule, extortion and plaque 
have kept the land poor. Even its language has disappeared, 
displaced first by Greek and then by Arabic, leaving only the 
mere jargon of ecclesiastical Coptic. Even were Egypt to rise 
once again to the rank of a first-class state, it would be no 
more a true descendant of the Egypt it once was than is modern 
Italy of ancient Rome or Greece of Athens or Sparta. 

I think that explains in some detail the weakening of the old empire 
of Egypt. Ezekiel recorded, "and they shall be a lowly kingdom," 
verse 15: "It shall be the lowliest of kingdoms. It shall never 
again exalt itself above the nations, and I will diminish them so 
that they will not rule over the nations." 

Q. Re Pathros. Is that Alexandria? 

A. That is in the southern part of Egypt. Alexandria is to the 

north. Pathros is near the border of Ethiopia and the Aswan Dam. 
It was in that section that Egypt actually originated. There may 
be another name for the district, but Pathros was the ancient 
name. 

Verse 16.: And no longer shall it be the confidence of the house 

of Israel [in other words, Israel used to depend upon Egypt], 
but will remind them of their iniquity when they turned after 
them, then they shall know that I am the Lord God. 

I believe history has substantiated the forty years in which Egypt 
was not inhabited, and also the fact that it has become a lowly 
kingdom in all the earth. They depend tremendously on grants from 
the United States, Russia, and so on, and have no military power, 
and it seems that the prophecy in these verses (14-16) has been 
fulfil 1ed. 

Q. Re the last part of verse 16 - "then they shall know that I am 
the Lord." 

A. It is a question of whether that refers to Israel or Egypt. 

Israel is mentioned in that verse 16: "the house of Israel, 
but will remind them [Israel] of their iniquity when they have 
turned after them. Then they [that is, Israel] shall know that 
I am the Lord." You can read that either way. 

In Isaiah 19:23: "In that day there will be a highway from Egypt 
to Assyria [and incidentally, I understand something similar to 
that has already begun but probably not enough to regard it as a 
fulfillment], and Assyria will come into Egypt and the Egyptian 
into Assyria, and the Egyptians will serve with the Assyrians. 

In that day Israel shall be one of three with Egypt and Assyria, 
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a lessing in the midst of the land, whom the Lord of Hosts will 
bless saying, 'Blessed is Egypt, My people, and Assyria, the work 
of My hands, and Israel, My inheritance.’" 

It seems almost unbelievable at the present time the way conten¬ 
tion is over there, but there will come a day when Egypt will 
know the Lord, Assyria [what we call Syra and beyond that] will 
know the Lord, and they will serve Him together with Israel. But 
that is in the future, I think during the Millennial period. 

Ezekiel 29:18 : "Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 

caused his army to labor a great service against Tyre. Every 
head was made bald and every shoulder was rubbed raw, but 
neither he nor his army had received wages from Tyre for the 
labor which they labored upon it." 

Nebuchadnezzar had worked for thirteen years at Tyre and finally 
withdrew with the city ruined, but he got nothing for his labor. 

Verse 19 : "Therefore," says the Lord God, "behold, I will bring 

the land of Egypt to give it to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby¬ 
lon. And he shall take away her wealth, her spoil, and seize 
her pillage [or plunder], and it will be the wages for his 
army. " 

The Lord is saying He would give the wealth of Egypt to Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar and pay him for what he did at Tyre. That ties in with the fact 
that Nebuchadnezzar came in, devastated the land, and it was unin¬ 
habited for forty years. 

Q. Paid Nebuchadnezzar for what he did at Tyre? 

A. Yes. In verse 18 the Lord says that Nebuchadnezzar worked hard 
there and got nothing out of Tyre after thirteen years of siege. 
So the Lord says, in verse 20, "I'll give him Egypt" and pay him 
in that way. That is what happened when Nebuchadnezzar conquered 
Egypt. Nebuchadnezzar was doing the Lord's will, even as an 
pagan king. There is the same thing in Isaiah 10 with regard 
to Assyria, "My rod of anger." The kings of the Earth do the 
will of the Lord even though they do not worship Him. And when 
they do something for the Lord, He pays them. 

Q. Was the wrath of God upon Egypt because of her sins and worship 
of the the sun god? 

A. There is more of that in chapter 30. There were a number of 

things which they did. They not only worshiped the sun, but they 
were bad morally and unfair in their warfare in connection with 
Israel, so there were multiple reasons for God's wrath. Chapters 
29 through 32 cover many of those things wrong with Egypt. 

Prayer : We thank You, our Father, that Your Word speaks truth and 

that it is truth to our hearts. We ask that we may rightly divide 
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Your Word and that we will be Berean and search the scriptures to see 
whether these things really be so. Help us as we walk into the hours 
of the future, that we may represent You, in Jesus' precious name. 
Amen. 


Ezekiel 29 . In verse 3. Ezekiel presents Egypt as a great monster: 
"Behold, I am against you, 0 Pharaoh, king of Egypt, the 
great monster who lies in the midst of the rivers, who has 
said, 'My river is mine.'" 

In other words, "I made it." Last week in connection with the deso¬ 
lation of the forty years we looked at the judgment the Lord will 
bring on Egypt, in verse 12, and in verse 13 their gathering together 
again by the grace of God. 

Chanter 30 - another judgment of the Lord against Egypt. He predicts 
the judgment of Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar, verse 10.: Thus saith the 
Lord God, "I will also make the multitude of Egypt to cease 
by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. He and his 
people with him, the awesome of the nations, shall be brought 
to destroy the land." 

In verse 3 Ezekiel uses a term which we should pay attention to. 

Verse 2 : Son of man, prophesy and say, "Thus saith the Lord God, 
'Wail, alas for the day, for a day is near, even a day of the 
Lord is near, a day of clouds, a day of nations; and a sword 
shall come upon Egypt, and anguish shall be in Ethiopia ....'" 

There is a term in the middle of the verse, "a day of the Lord." 

Many premi11ennialists are erroneous in the use of that term in that 
every time they read "day of the Lord" they immediately think of the 
judgment in connection with Armageddon. That is not so. Let us 
consider some of the terms. 

There is "the day of God," II Peter 3:10-12: But the day of the 
Lord will come as a thief in the night in which the heavens 
will pass away with a rushing sound and the elements will melt 
with fervent heat. Both the earth and the works that are in 
it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will 
be broken up, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy 
conduct and holy godliness, looking for and hastening the com¬ 
ing of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 
broken up and on fire and the elements will melt, being burned 
up. Nevertheless, we look for His promise, we look for new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

Peter uses the term "the day of God" (verse 12) to speak of the time 
when the new heavens and the new earth will be established. Verse 13 
makes that very clear. The time of the establishment of the new 
heavens and the new earth is known as the day of God. 
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Then, "the day of Christ," I Corinthians 1:7: So that you come 

short in no gift in the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who will also confirm you until the end that you may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The "day of our Lord Jesus Christ" (verses 7 and 8) relates to the 
the Rapture and the Judgment Seat of Christ. It is called in 
Scripture "the day of Christ" or "the day of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

The "day of the Lord," the phrase in Ezekiel 30. It is any day that 
the Lord comes in judgment. Any day the Lord comes in judgment is a 
day of the Lord. That includes the end-time judgment, spoken of as 
"the great and terrible day of the Lord." In reading the term "day 
of the Lord" you need to pay attention to the context in order to 
determine exactly what is intended. 

For example, Joel, in chapter 1 verse 4, describes a terrible devas¬ 
tation that has taken place in the land of Israel. (Incidentally, 
the way the Hebrew terms are used vary according to the translation, 
but the same idea is present.) Verse 4: What the chewing (or 

creeping) locust [one that is not yet winged] left the swarm¬ 
ing locust has eaten, and what the swarming locust has left 
the devouring [or crawling] locust has eaten, and what the 
crawling locust left the consuming locust has eaten. 

Notice, there are four successive plagues of locusts that have swept 
across the country. Then in verse 15 he warns about another locust 
plague that is coming: For the day of the Lord is at hand. It 
shall come as a destruction from the Almighty. 

In other words, there is another one coming, and it is described in 
the verses that follow. It is called "a day of the Lord," a judg¬ 
ment, a fifth locust plague. The Lord then appeals to the people to 

turn back to Him. In Joel 2:12: "Yet even now," says the Lord, 

"turn to Me with all your heart and with fasting and with 
weeping and with mourning. Rend your heart and not your 
garments. Turn to the Lord your God, for He is gracious 
and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness, and He 
has pity and will turn from doing evil." 

Notice verse 20: "I will remove far from you that army [that is, 
the army of locusts] and will drive them away into the dry 
and barren desolate land." 

By way of summary, Joel is saying that the day of the Lord is com¬ 
prised of successive judgments of the Lord, and it has nothing to 

do with the end-time judgment. Later on in the book Joel turns from 

those days of the Lord to latter days. In chapter 2 verse 28: 

"And it shall come to pass afterwards that I will pour out 
My Spirit on all flesh. Your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men 
shall see visions." 
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That was fulfilled at Pentecost according to Acts 2. But in verse 
30 [of Joel chapter 2]: "And I will give wonders in the heavens 

and in the earth, blood and fire and pillars of smoke." 

That did not take place at Pentecost and therefore lies in the 
future. In verse 31 we read: The sun shall be turned to dark¬ 
ness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great 
and the awesome day of the Lord. 

Many times when the phrase "the day of the Lord" appears in Scripture 
it means something which will be an immediate judgment of God. But 
there is also a future judgment, a great and terrible one, which 
awaits the end of the Tribulation period - "the great and the awesome 
day of the Lord." 

Back to Ezekiel 30:3 : For a day is near, even a day of the Lord 

is near. [Notice he describes that, verse 4.] A sword shall 

come upon Egypt and anguish shall be upon Ethiopia when the 
slain shall fall in Egypt and they shall take away her 
abundance. 

We recognize that as being the judgment of Nebuchadnezzar. Notice 
chanter 30:10 : "I will make the multitude of Egypt to cease by the 
hand of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon." 

So that "day of the Lord" refers to the coming invasion of Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar and the destruction he will bring in the land of Egypt. 

Recap: "The day of God" - that day in connection with the new 

heavens and the new earth. 

"The day of Christ" - the day when Christ will come and 
we will appear before Him. 

"The day of the Lord" - any time the Lord comes in judgment. 

Look for the context in order to determine the meaning of that term 
"the day of the Lord." 

Ezekiel 31 . Here is a lesson to Egypt to be taken from the fall of 
Assyria. In verse 3. Ezekiel likens Assyria to a great cedar tree: 
"Behold, Assyria was a cedar in Lebanon." 

Verses 3 through 9 describe that great tree. Verses 10 through 12 
describe their downfall: herefore, thus saith the Lord God, 

"Because you have increased in height, and set its top 
among the thick boughs, and its heart is lifted up in its 
heights, so I will deliver it into the hand of the mighty 
one of the nations, and he shall deal with it; I have driven 
it out for its wickedness. And strangers, the terrible of 
the nations, have cut it down and left it; its branches have 
fallen on the mountains, and in all the valleys its boughs 
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shall lie broken in the ravines of the land, and all the 
peoples of the earth have gone from under its shadow and 
have left it." 

We recognize from the context that that is a judgment of Babylon on 
Assyria. In the history of the country, Nabopolassar, the father of 
Nebuchadnezzar, defeated Assyria at Nineveh, their capital. Then the 
army withdrew from Nineveh, and Nebuchadnezzar, who took over from 
Nabopolassar, went as far as Haran. There he destroyed the army of 
Assyria in 609 B.C. So this prophecy is looking to that total de¬ 
struction of the kingdom of Assyria. Ezekiel here is warning Egypt 
to take a lesson from Assyria because Babylon came and destroyed it. 

Look at verse 18 : "To which of the trees in Eden will you 

[Pharaoh] then be likened in glory and greatness? Yet you 
shall be brought down with the trees of Eden to the lowest 
parts of the earth, and you shall like in the midst of the 
uncircumcised with those slain by the sword. This is Pharaoh 
and all his multitude," says the Lord God. 

To summarize chapter 31: Assyria was likened to a cedar of Lebanon. 
That cedar was going to be destroyed (verses 10-12) by Babylon, and 
that indeed took place. From that destruction. Pharaoh (verse 18) is 
supposed to take a lesson that they are not so great after all and 
are headed for destruction. 

Prayer: Our heavenly Father, we pray that we have not misstated Your 

truth, that we would note Your warnings to the nations, that our 
hearts be not lifted up with pride, that we not forget the God of 
Israel. We think of our own country today. Lord, seemingly turning 
from the principles so clearly written in Scripture and in so many 
ways disappointing You. We thank You for the nucleus of believers 
that's left and we pray that we may be a sufficient deterrent, and 
that You will grant a quickness to the gospel to the ends of the 
earth. Thank you again for the privilege of meeting. As we go, help 
us to bear the cross in the name of Christ, in whose precious name we 
pray. Amen. 

[Discussion of "son of man" transcribed separately - attached.] 

Ezekiel 32 - a continuation of the chapters dealing with the judgment 
on Egypt. Verse 2 : "You made yourself like a young lion of the 
nations, but you are like a monster in the sea, bursting 
forth in your rivers, troubling the waters with your feet, 
fouling their rivers." Thus saith the Lord, "I will there¬ 
fore spread My net over you with a company of many peoples." 

This of course is figurative language: Egypt being like a monster 
and the Lord spreading a net over it to catch it. The following 
verses indicate bringing the monster out of the land and the birds 
of the heaven eating it, and so on. 
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Verses 11 through 16 reveal Pharoah's downfall, again by Babylon. 
Verse 11 : For thus says the Lord God, "The sword of the king 

of Babylon shall come upon you. By the swords of the mighty, 
all of them the terrible of the nations, I will cause your 
multitude to fall. They shall spoil the pride of Egypt and 
all its multitude shall be destroyed. And I will destroy 
all its beasts, beside many waters; the foot of man shall 
trouble them no more, nor shall the hooves of animals trouble 
them." 

Again, in figurative language we have a prediction of Babylon coming 
to destroy Pharaoh and his people of Egypt. 

In verse 17 we enter into a new section of the judgments of Egypt: 

And it came to pass also in the twelfth year on the fifteenth 
day of the month that the word of the Lord came to me saying, 
"Son of man, wail over the multitude of Egypt and cast it 
down to the lowest parts of the earth." 

"Cast it down to the lowest parts of the earth." Here we will have a 
visit to Sheol. Before that I want to go into some different termin¬ 
ology that is used in Scripture, perhaps some clarification. We are 
dealing with areas that we do not know much about, but I will list 
some terms. 

[Discussion of grave and Hell transcribed separately - attached.] 

Ezekiel 32:2 : "Son of man, take up a lamentation over Pharaoh, king 
of Egypt, and say to him ...." The lamentation continues through a 
number of verses. 

In verse 17 Ezekiel continues that lamentation over Pharaoh in a 
different way. Here he takes a symbolic tour of Sheol. In verse 18 
he wails over the multitude of Egypt. In verse 22 Assyria is there. 
In verse 24 . Elam, which is a country east of Babylon. Verse 26 . 
Mesech and Tubal. We will deal with those in Chapters 38 and 39. 

In verse 29 there is Edom. In verse 31 he is back to a message to 
Pharaoh. 

Each of these verses says about the same thing. We deal with verses 
26 and 27 as examples. Verse 26 : There are Mesech and Tubal and 
all her multitude. All her graves are all around it, all of 
them uncircumcised, slain by the sword. They gave their ter¬ 
ror in the land of the living. They do not lie with the 
mighty who are fallen of the uncircumcised, who go down to 
Sheol with their weapons of war. They have put their swords 
under their heads, but their iniquity will be on their bones 
because of the terror of the mighty in the land of the living. 

It was customary when soldiers were buried to bury with them their 
arms of battle. Thus, the mention of their weapons of war. Here is 
a trip through Sheol in which Ezekiel points out a number of nations 
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that are already there. It is interesting, concerning Pharaoh in 
verse 31, that Pharaoh was not yet there, but he will one day be 
there. Looking back at verse 18: "Son of man, wail over the 
multitude of Egypt cast it down to the lower part of the 
earth. ... With those who go down to the pit." 

In Isaiah 14:15 we find that the pit is a synonym for Sheol. It is 
in the lowest part of the Earth, and so in Ezekiel 32 . verse 31 : 
"Pharaoh will see them and be comforted over all his 
multitude." 

Apparently misery loves company. It is a perverted sense of comfort 
in which Pharaoh will eventually be in Sheol. 

Chapter 33 is familiar territory. In chapters 3 and 18 we had al¬ 
ready covered the responsibilities of a watchman and of each indivi¬ 
dual. Here Ezekiel goes over a part of that responsibility again. 
Verse 7.: "Son of man, I have set you a watchman for the house of 
Israel." Verse 13.: "When I say to the righteous that he shall surely 
live but he trusts in his own righteousness and commits iniquity...." 
That is similar language to chapter 3 verse 18. It is simply a 
responsibility to say to the wicked, "Turn." If they turn they will 
be delivered. If the righteous does not turn it will cost him his 
life because of his sin. 

We have looked at verses 21 and 22 . Ezekiel had his free speech 
taken from him for a number of years, but now, in verse 21 : And 
it came to pass in the twelfth year of our captivity in the 
tenth month on the fifth day of the month that one who had 
escaped from Jerusalem came to me and said, "The city has 
been captured." Now the hand of the Lord had been upon me 
the evening before the man came who had escaped and He had 
opened my mouth. 

And so the restriction that had been upon Ezekiel was now lifted as 
far as public speech is concerned. 

We have also looked at verses 30 through 33 . I will go over them 
briefly: "As for you, son of man, the sons of your people are 

talking about you. Beside the walls and in the doors of the 
houses they speak to one another, a man with his brother, 

'Please come and hear what the word is that comes from the 
Lord.’ And so they come to you as people and they sit be¬ 
fore you you as My people, and they hear your words but they 
do not do them." 

That is the old story which we have seen in the first thirty-two 
chapters of Ezekiel. 

Verse 32 : "Indeed you are to them as a love song [apparently 
Ezekiel was a very eloquent speaker] playing well on an 
instrument; they hear your words but they do not do them." 
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Ezekiel simply was telling them that they did not obey - both those 
in the homeland and those in captivity. It is true today. Politi¬ 
cians say words but they don't do them. It is also true of con¬ 
servative Christians. They say things that are true but the people 
won't listen. 

Chanter 34 - the bad shepherds of Israel and God's shepherd. In 
verses 1 through 4 the leaders of Israel are characterized as false 
shepherds. Verse 2 : "Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds 
of Israel and say to them, thus says the Lord, 'Woe to the 
shepherds of Israel who feed themselves. Should not the 
shepherds feed the flocks?'" 

This is the idea in verses 2, 3 and 4. But because of that, in verse 
9 , God will deliver His people: "Therefore, 0 shepherds, hear 

the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God, 'Behold, I am 
against the shepherds and I will require My flock from their 
hand, and I will cause them to cease feeding the sheep, and 
the shepherds shall feed themselves no more, for I will deliver 
My flock from their mouths.'" 

So God will deliver His people. He will restore Israel - look at 
verse 11 : For thus says the Lord God, "Behold, I Myself shall 
search for My sheep and will seek them out as a shepherd 
seeks his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep." 

And then He will judge Israel, verse 16 : "I will seek the lost 
and bring back what was straying and bind up the broken and 
strengthen the sick, but I will destroy the fat and the 
strong and feed them with judgment." 

Here I remind you that back in Ezekiel 20 we had the case where God, 
as a shepherd, causes the sheep to pass under the rod. There is 
going to be a judgment and a separation of the sheep from the goats. 
More importantly, God will provide a good shepherd, verse 23 : 

"And I will raise up one shepherd over them and he shall 
feed them - my servant David. He shall feed them and be 
their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God and My 
servant David prince among them. I the Lord have spoken." 

He will raise up a good shepherd. Our problem is to identify that 
servant David in verse 23. Good expositors identify him in different 
ways. Some say that the Lord will raise David and that the resur¬ 
rected David will be the shepherd over Israel. Others say there will 
be a leader whose name is David but he is not the resurrected David. 

I would like to suggest to you that this name David really applies to 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The following verses helped me to decide just 
what Ezekiel meant. 

Jeremiah 23:15 and 16: I will raise to David a branch. A king 
shall reign and prosper, and this is his name: "The Lord 
Our Righteousness." 
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Ezekiel 34:23 : I will raise up one shepherd. My servant David. 

Ezekiel 37:24 : And my servant David shall be king over them, 
and they shall all have one shepherd. 

The promise to Mary in Luke 1:32 and 33: ... the Lord God will 

give to [Jesus] the throne of His father David, and He will 
reign over the house of Israel forever. 

So I think that Ezekiel here for the Lord is predicting that our Lord 
Jesus Christ will be the one who will reign and rule over Israel. In 
Ezekiel 43 it is true that the Lord Himself will have His throne in 
the Holy of Holies in the new temple, and I believe He will be the 
one shepherd that is spoken of here. 

There is an interesting sidelight in Ezekiel 45. When we come to the 
division of the land, as we will in chapters 40 through 48, we will 
find that a territory is set aside for one who is called the prince. 
He is mentioned in chanter 45:7 : And the prince shall have a 
section on one side and on the other of the holy district 
and the city's property. 

That prince is a human being. In Ezekiel 46:16 : Thus says the 
Lord God, "If the prince gives a gift of some of his inher¬ 
itance to any of his sons ...." 

There will be a human prince who will be active in the nation of 
Israel during the Millennial period. That doesn't say he is sitting 
on the throne of David and ruling and reigning. 

By way of brief summary - the Lord is displeased with the shepherds 
of Israel; He will redeem Israel, separate the sheep from the goats; 
and then He will give the throne to the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
connection with the living nation there will be a prince who will 
have sons at that time. 

C. At Ezekiel 34:23, "My servant David," my Bible has a reference 
to Isaiah 40:11 where it says, "He will feed His flock like a 
shepherd," and that of course is the Lord Jesus. 

A. That is simply further confirmation of the fact that the Lord 
Jesus is the one who will be king over Israel at that time. 
Another reference is Jeremiah 30:9. 

There is also, back in Ezekiel 34:25 . an interesting covenant. For 
the historical setting, the Lord has gathered Israel back to Himself, 
He has judged between the sheep and the goats, and He has made the 
Lord Jesus head over Israel, and of course over the world. Now, in 
verse 25, additionally, the Lord says, "I will make a covenant of 
peace for them." That will involve a number of things. 

It will be a covenant with the wild animals, verse 25 : ... and 

cause the wild [or evil] beasts to cease from the land. And 
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they shall dwell safely in the wilderness and sleep in the 
forest. 

In Isaiah the leopard lies down with the lamb and a little child 
shall lead them. The wildness in the animal kingdom will not be 
present during the Millennium. 

There will be a control of the weather, verse 26 : And I will 

make them and the places all around My hill a blessing, and 
I will cause showers to come down in their season; there shall 
be showers of blessing. 

In Deuteronomy 11 - some suggestions God led Moses to give to his 
people - verse 13: And it shall be that if you listen carefully 
to My commandments which I command you today, to love the 
Lord your God and to serve Him with all your heart and with 
all your soul, then I will give the rain of your land in its 
season. The early rain [in September and October] and the 
latter rain [March and April] that you may gather in your 
grain, your new wine and your oil. 

God promised He would give that if they were obedient. Israel was 
not obedient and of course much of the rain in these special seasons 
has disappeared from the land. Evangelical scholars are watching the 
rainfall reports in Israel today and there does seem to be some 
restoration, though we cannot speak dogmatically at this point. But 
Deuteronomy says, "If you obey Me I will provide those rains to you." 
In Ezekiel 34 God promises He will control the weather and they will 
have the showers to come down, verse 26, in their season, the early 
and the latter rain. 

Some years ago there was a mistaken identification of the early and 
latter rains with some of the "excesses" of the Holy Spirit coming 
upon people. They spiritualized that as the Holy Spirit's movements 
upon people when it simply means wet, pitter-patter, cold rain that 
is to come down. And the Lord will do that as the people are turned 
to Him. 

There will be a covenant that involves the productivity of the land, 
Ezekiel 34:27 : And the tree of the field shall yield its fruit, 
and the earth shall yield her increase. 

There are some references that are very pleasant to read. Amos 9:13: 
"Behold, the days are coming," says the Lord, "when the 
plowman shall overtake the reaper and the treader of grapes 
him that sows seed." 

Can you imagine that? Here is a plowman plowing the field and behind 
him comes the reaper saying, "Get out of the way; I'm reaping the 
field." Here is a fellow treading the grapes and another one sowing 
the seed, and they run into each other because the land is so fruit¬ 
ful that one overtakes the other in the circle of the good things of 
the land. This is what God has promised back in Ezekiel. 
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Reading Amos 9 verse 14: "I will bring back the captives of My 
people Israel, and they shall build the waste cities and 
inhabit them. They shall plant vinyards and drink the wine 
from them. They shall also make gardens and eat fruit from 
them. I will plant them upon their land and not again shall 
they be pulled up from upon the land I have given them," says 
the Lord God. 

So in chanter 34 Ezekiel says, verse 27 : The tree of the field 

shall yield its fruit and the earth shall yield its increase. 

Also, there will be peace among the nations - the last part of verse 
27 : "They shall be safe on their land and they shall know that 

I am the Lord when I have broken the bars of their yoke and 
delivered them from the hand of those that enslaved them. 

And they shall no longer be afraid for the nations, nor 
shall beasts of the land devour them, but they shall dwell 
safely. No one shall make them afraid." 

It will be the Lord's control over the nations and He will rule them 
with a rod of iron. 

Chapter 37 - one other part of the covenant of peace - verse 24 : 

"And David my servant shall be king over them, and they shall 
have one shepherd. They shall also walk in My judgments and 
observe My statutes and do them. Then they shall dwell upon 
the land that I have given to Jacob my servant where your 
fathers dwelt, and they shall dwell on it, they and their 
sons and their sons' sons forever, and my servant David shall 
be prince over them forever. Moreover, I will make a covenant 
of peace with them and it shall be an everlasting covenant, 
and multiply them, [here is what I'm after] and I will set My 
sanctuary in their midst forever." 

The covenant of peace also involves the building of the Millennial 
temple. We will look at that in chapters 40 through 48, but it is 
included in the covenant of peace. 

Ezekiel 35 - a prophecy against Edom or, as in verse 2, Mount Seir, 
to the south of Israel. Their judgment was because of their eternal 
hatred against Israel. A number of passages in the Old Testament 
refer to it. 

Verse 5: Because you have had an eternal hatred and have given 

over the children of Israel to the hands of the sword at the 
time of their calamity, in the time of the iniquity of the 
end, you have eternal hatred. 

Edom was a descendant of Esau - the Edomites. They were already 
there when Jacob returned from his stay with Laban. At the time of 
the exodus from Egypt they refused passage for Israel (Numbers 20). 
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Saul and David fought wars with the Edomites, and throughout the 
history of the kings there was trouble and conflict with the Edom¬ 
ites. When Jerusalem fell in 586 B.C. they rejoiced, and Obadiah is 
written about that account. So this eternal hatred was the basis of 
God's judgment against them. That judgment was to be a perpetual 
desolation. Verse 9 : "I will make you perpetually desolate and your 
cities shall be uninhabited, and you shall know that I am the Lord." 

Edom was first subjected to Babylon, then to the Medo-Persians, then 
to the Arabs, and in the fifth century the Nabataeans came and con¬ 
quered it. Then in 126 B.C. John Hyrcanus, one of the Maccabees, 
conquered them and forced them to become Jews and, largely by inter¬ 
marriage, the Edomites disappeared. However, one of the main reasons 
we are interested in Edom is that in the time just prior to our Lord 
a fellow named Antipater became procurator of Judea, and Herod the 
Great was his son. So Herod the Great, on the throne at the time of 
our Lord's birth, was a half-Arab Edomite, and therefore animosity 
between him and the Jews persisted. 

At Petra in Jordan you learn just what is meant by Edom's being 
"perpetually desolate." Petra is entered via a narrow valley called 
a Siq [pronounced Seek], only wide enough for two horses to pass each 
other, ending in a wide, open space which gives a good example of how 
the Edomites used to live. They carved their homes out of the red 
limestone rocks, and it is sometimes called the "Red Rock City of 
Petra." There is only desolation there at the present time and 
apparently will be eternally so because of this judgment of the Lord 
upon Edom. 

Ezekiel 36 . A little background: It is based on a literal nation 
driven from a literal land by a literal sin. This chapter deals with 
the restoration of that literal nation to that literal land with a 
literal redemption. I say that because the chapter should not be 
spiritualized. It is a prophecy of a restored land - there will be 
a restored land. 

Look at chanter 36:2 : Thus says the Lord God, "Because the enemy 
has spoken against you, even the ancient heights have become 
our possessions, therefore prophesy and say, 'Thus saith the 
Lord, because they made you desolate and swallowed you up 
on every side so that you became the possession of the rest 
of the nations and you were taken up on the lips of talkers 
and slandered by the people, therefore [the Lord goes on to 
prophesy, down to verse 7], I have raised My hand; surely 
the nations that are around you shall bear their shame, but 
you, 0 mountains of Israel, you shall shoot forth your 
branches.'" 

It will be a restored land. Look at verses 12 through 15. This 
prophecy is yet to be fulfilled - verse 12 (I will emphasize one or 
two special words): "And I will cause men to walk on you [that 

is, on the mountains]. My people Israel, and they shall take 
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possession of you and you shall be for an inheritance; no 
more shall you bereave them of children [that is, the moun¬ 
tains ] . 

Verse 14 : Therefore you shall devour men no more and cause your 
nation to fall anv more . 11 says the Lord. "Nor will I let 
you hear the insults of the nations anv more . nor shall you 
bear the reproach of the peoples any more . nor shall you cause 
the nation to fall anv more," says the Lord God. 

"Any more," "no more" - that is why I say this prophecy is not yet 
fulfilled. In chapter 37 I will reminisce on the history of Israel 
at the present time, but the fulfillment of this prophecy is not yet 
done. 

There will be a converted people, verses 24 and 25 : "And I will 
take you from the nations and gather you from all lands and 
bring you into your land, and I will sprinkle clean water on 
you and you shall be clean. I will cleanse you from all your 
uncleanness and from all your idols." 

Verse 26 : "And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a 
new spirit [that is, attitude] within you. I will take 
the heart of stone out of your flesh and give to you a 
heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you and 
cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My 
judgments and do them." 

There will be a time when the nation will be a converted people. 

I subscribe to the weekly edition of "The Jerusalem Post." Week 
before last [the week of March 18, 1996] in one section one of the 
rabbis of Israel was bemoaning the fact that Israel does not know 
God. Some of problems they have at the present time is because of 
their godlessness, and it is a shame to them. But there will come 
a time when they will know the Lord. 

In John chapter 3 there is an interesting visit of Nicodemus with 
the Lord. As Jesus talks to him about the new birth, Nicodemus 
doesn't seem to understand. So the Lord says, "Don't tell Me that 
you are the teacher in Israel and you do not know about the new 
birth." The Lord was referring to passages such as this in Ezekiel 
36 verse 27: "I will give you a new heart and will put a new spirit 
within you, and I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and 
give you a heart of flesh, and I will put My Spirit within you." He 
was definitely speaking there about the new birth. 

Turn to Jeremiah 31:31: "Behold the days are coming," says the 
Lord, "that I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah, not according to the 
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day I took 
them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My 
covenant which they broke though I was a husband to them," 
says the Lord. 
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"But this is the covenant that I will make to the house of 
Israel after those days," says the Lord. "I will put My law 
in their inward parts and I will write it on their hearts, 
and I will be their God and they shall be My people. No more 
shall every man teach his neighbor and every man his brother 
saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they shall all know Me from the 
least of them even to the greatest of them," says the Lord, 

"for I will forgive their iniquity and their sin I will 
remember no more." 

A wonderful promise about a future covenant with Israel. Some may 
say, "That will never happen." Oh yes it will - look at verse 35 [of 
Jeremiah]: Thus says the Lord, who gives the sun for a light by 
day, the ordinances of the moon and the stars for a light 
by night, who stirs up the sea and its waves roar, (the 
Lord of hosts is His name), "If these ordinances depart 
from Me ... then the seed of Israel shall also cease from 
being a nation before Me forever." 

Notice, he says there, "If the sun and moon and stars quit, then 
Israel will no longer exist." So long as the sun, moon and stars 
are around there will be a nation of Israel and they will one day 
come into a new covenant, according to Jeremiah 31. 

There are a handful of people in Israel today that are Messianic 
Jews, but they are taking a terrible beating. I heard an interview 
of one just recently who was taken out and beaten, and apparently 
they are treated worse than that. I feel that Elijah personally will 
return and will be an instrument in leading a hundred and forty-four 
thousand to know the Lord, and they will spread the gospel to the 
ends of the Earth. That is in the wonderful future. Until then 
there is the time of Jacob's trouble. 

C. I saw on television where the Lord is working behind the scenes 
in Israel. A Messianic Jew who is an artist has painted 
Christian murals on some of the famous buildings and the state 
of Israel is paying for that. 

A. He has been beaten but somehow worked behind the scenes, as you 
have said, to paint these Christian murals. So the Psalmist is 
right, "Pray for the peace of Jerusalem." 

Ezekiel 37. - new life for dead bones. In approaching this chapter 
I would like to briefly remind ourselves of the background of the 
people of Israel. The northern kingdom had been taken away into 
Assyrian captivity. The southern kingdom had been taken away into 
Babylonian captivity, and it was at that point that Ezekiel was writ¬ 
ing. A small remnant later returned from the Babylonian capvity, but 
when the Romans came in 63 B.C. they became subject to Rome, and by 
70 A.D. were again disbursed to the ends of the Earth. That is the 
way we find them nineteen hundred years after that took place. 
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In chapter 37 we are dealing with a nation and its resurrection as 
a nation. We're not dealing with a physical resurrection, we're not 
dealing with a general resurrection at the end of time, we are deal¬ 
ing with the resurrection of a nation, as I believe we will see as we 
go through this portion. Israel had not been a nation until, as you 
know. May 1948 when Ben Gurion stood in Jerusalem and announced that 
they were a nation again with a simple constitution. 

Ezekiel 37:1 : The hand of the Lord came upon me and brought me 

out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the midst of 
the valley, and it was full of bones. And He caused me to 
pass by them all around and behold there were very many upon 
the face of the valley, and behold they were very dry. And 
He said to me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" And I 
said, "0, Lord God, Thou knowest." 

Someone has said that Ezekiel looked at the dry bones in wonder, then 
he looked at God and knew what God would do, and so he gave the an¬ 
swer of faith, "Lord, You know." 

Verse 4.: Again He said to me, "Prophesy over these bones and say 
to them, '0 dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! Thus says 
the Lord God to these bones, "Behold, I will cause breath to 
enter into you and you shall live. And I will put sinews on 
you and will bring flesh upon you and cover you with skin 
and put breath in you, and you shall live. Then you shall 
know that I am the Lord."'" And I prophesied as I was com¬ 
manded, and as I prophesied there was a noise, and behold 
a rattling. And the bones came together, a bone to a bone. 

And I looked, and behold the sinews and the flesh came upon 
them and the skin covered them over, and there was no breath 
in them. 

And He said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the breath, 'Thus says the Lord God, "Come 
from the four winds 0 breath, and breathe on these slain 
that they may live.'"" So I prophesied as He had commanded, 
and the breath came into them and they lived and stood upon 
their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

We have the interpretation in verses 11 through 14.: And He said to 
me, "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
Behold, they say, 'Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and 
we are cut off to ourselves.' Therefore, prophesy and say 
to them, 'Thus says the Lord God, "Behold, 0 My people, I 
will open your graves and cause you to come up out of your 
graves and will bring you into the land of Israel. Then 
you shall know that I am the Lord when I have opened your 
graves, 0 My people, and brought you up out of your graves. 

And I will put My Spirit in you and you shall live, and I 
will place you upon your land. Then you shall know that I, 
the Lord, have spoken it and performed it," says the Lord.’" 
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Here is this vision in the valley of very dry bones in the first six 
verses, and then in verses 7 through 10 the bones come together. It 
is a prophecy of dry bones coming to life. Some say this refers to a 
general resurrection, but it is talking, in verse 11, about the house 
of Israel. Therefore, it is better understood as a nation. The 
general resurrection does not take place in segments as is stated in 
verses 6 through 10. So here is a revival of the nation of Israel. 

A little exercise in translation. 

There is a Hebrew word, "ruach," which can be translated several dif¬ 
ferent ways. It can be translated "breath," or "wind," or "spirit," 
i.e. . human spirit, or with a capital S, "Spirit." This is one of 
the problems the translators face. Just how should these words be 
translated? There is a somewhat similar problem in John chapter 3 
where the Lord says, "The wind blows where it will and you cannot 
tell from whence it comes or where it goes, so is everyone that is 
born of the Spirit." That Greek word is translated both "wind" and 
"Spirit" in this passage. 

In Ezekiel 37 there is the same problem with this Hebrew word. For 
example, in verse 6., "I will put sinews on you and bring flesh in you 

and cover you with skin and put 'ruach' in you." How should that be 

translated? 

Then in verse 9 it says, "And He said to me, 'Prophesy to the 
"ruach," ... thus says the Lord God, "Come from the four 'ruach,' 

0 'ruach' and breathe [that is a different Hebrew word] on these 
slain.""' So I prophesied [verse 10] as He commanded, and the 
'ruach' came into them, and they lived and stood upon their feet." 

That word "ruach" can be translated a number of ways, which is what 
different translators have done. It should be determined from the 
context. But however it is translated, you come to the same end 

result, that the nation of Israel comes to life. I have read it as I 

think it should be translated, but it can be different. 

Verse 6 : "I will put sinews on you and bring flesh into you, cover 
you with skin and put breath in you." I think he is talkig about 
normal life being restored. Then in the last of verse 8, "There was 
no breath in them." I think it is still the same as in verse 6. 

Verse 9: "Also He said, 'Prophesy to the breath [my suggestion], 
"Thus says the Lord God, 'Come from the four winds, 0 breath, and 
breathe upon these slain that they may live.'" So I prophesied as 
He commanded, and the breath came into them and they lived and stood 
upon their feet, an exceedingly great army." 

Regardless of how you choose to translate these words there still is 
the same result of the dead bones coming to life, and that pictures, 
in verse 11 . the revival of the entire house of Israel. 
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Q. In Genesis 2:7, is that the same word? "God breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life." 

A. The word for breathing as in Ezekiel 37:9, "... and breathe on 
these slain ..." is a different word, one that is used much less 
in the Old Testament. 

Ezek. 37:8: "...and there was no breath (ruach) in them." 

Ezek. 37:9: "...and He said to me, 'Prophesy unto the breath 

(ruach), prophesy, son of man, and say unto the breath (ruach), 
thus says the Lord GOD, "come from the four winds (ruach plural) 
the (oh) breath (ruach) and breathe (naphach) upon these slain 
and they will live." So I prophesied as He commanded me and 
the breath (ruach) came into them ....'" [Emphasis mine.] 

Gen. 2:7: "...and breathed (naphach) into his nostrils the 

the breath (nishmah) of life, and man became a living soul" 

[i.e., person or being]. 

Q. Re Israel being back in the land but not yet receiving the 
blessing. 

A. They are back as a nation now, but in verse 14 it says, "And I 

will put My Spirit in you...." That is spiritual renewal. There 
is a progression of restoration. In verse 12: And I will open 
your graves and cause you to come out from your graves and will 
bring you into the land of Israel." That is a regathering of the 
nation. 

Then in verse 14 there is a spiritual renewal which has not yet 
taken place, and which I don't believe will take place until the 
Lord comes back. We will go into that in Ezekiel 38 and 39. 

But, for example, in Zechariah 12, when the Lord returns and they 
see "Him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for Him ...." 

It is only then, at the end of the Tribulation period, that 
Israel acknowledges the Lord and comes to spiritual life. They 
will return to Him as a nation, spiritually. 

Ezekiel 37:15 : And the word of the Lord came to me saying, "And 
you, son of man, take one stick to yourself and write on it, 

'For Judah and for the sons of Israel, his companions.’ And 
take one stick and write on it, 'For Joseph, the stick of 
Ephraim and all the house of Israel, his companions.' Then 
join them one to one to yourself into one stick, and they 
will become one in your hand. 

"And when the children of your people speak to you saying, 

'Will you not show us what you mean by these?' Say to them, 
'Thus says the Lord God, "Surely, I will take the stick of 
Joseph which is in the hand of Ephraim and the tribes of 
Israel, his companions, and will put them with him with the 
stick of Judah, and we will make them one stick and they will 
become one in My hand."’" 
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Ezekiel is saying, "Take one stick and put it in your hand, and put 
the other stick in your hand as well, and they will become one in 
your hand." He is not saying anything about a miracle here but is 
just using it as an illustration that one part of the nation, the 
nation of Judah, and the other part of the nation, Ephraim or Israel, 
will become one nation when this restoration takes place. 

There is a group that says Judah is the Bible and Ephraim is the Book 
of Mormon. That is not what the Bible says at all. There are those 
who believe that the "ten lost tribes" belong to Britain and the 
United States and so on, referred to as Ephraim, and that is not the 
sense here at all. Since Israel has been back in the land there has 
been no attempt to divide into a northern kingdom and a southern 
kingdom as there once was, and there never will be, because they are 
now one nation and they are awaiting the Messiah and redemption. 

There are representatives of all twelve tribes there now and they are 
one nation. 

Q. Do they keep ancestral records? 

A. They do keep records. However, with the destruction of the 

temple in 70 A.D. those records were lost. They keep records 
now, but they don't go back in connection with the Old Testament. 
It is interesting that the Old Testament records were kept until 
the birth of the Messiah. The Lord can appear at any time, hold 
in his hand those records, and prove that He is the Messiah of 
Israel. 

When the people returned under Ezra there were representatives of all 
twelve tribes. In Ezra chapter 2 there is an extensive genealogy, 
and in verse 70 it says, "... the priests and the Levites and the 
people and the singers and the gatekeepers and the Nethinim dwelt in 
their cities, and all Israel in their cities ." [Emphasis mine.] 

So representatives of all twelve tribes were present. See also Ezra 
6:17; 8:25 and 35; Nehemiah 7:7; Luke 2:36 (Anna of the tribe of 
Asher); Philippians 3:5 (Paul is of the tribe of Benjamin); Revela¬ 
tion 7:4-8 (twelve thousand out of each of twelve tribes who will 
minister during the Tribulation period); and Acts 4:36 (Barnabas is 
a Levite). 

Today there are some who believe they can show they are descendants 
of the priests. "Cohen" is the Hebrew word for priest, so a Jew who 
has that name claims he is a descendant of the priesthood. Or, I 
believe it is a German word, "Katsch" or "Katz" and has a relation¬ 
ship to the word "Cohen," and so they also claim to be descendants of 
the priests. 

Let me reminisce a bit. On my first Sabbath day in Israel I attended 
a "worship" service in a large local synagogue. It happened to be a 
day when many of the boys were having their bar mitzvah exam. In the 
middle of the service a number of men rose from the audience and went 
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into a little area behind the platform, came out with prayer shawls 
on their heads, and went up on the platform and participated in the 
ceremony of the bar mitzvah. A man who had been assigned to explain 
the activities to me said, "Those men believe they can show that they 
are priests." Apparently the nation of Israel accepts those claims as 
1egitimate. 

Q. Would they be in trouble if they used any other group as priests? 

A. Yes, they would be in trouble if they used any other group as 

priests, or even as Levites. Therefore, they are pretty sure of 
their claims or they would not have proceeded along that line. 

In our study of the dry bones coming together I suggested that this 
is simply a revival of the nation of Israel that had been spread 
abroad across the face of the Earth. We are seeing a part of that 
going on today. In the next section beginning at verse 15 and fol¬ 
lowing, Ezekiel takes two sticks and they become one in his hand. 

That teaches that the division of the northern and southern kingdoms 
will no longer be recognized in Israel. 

Ezekiel 37:24 - David the king: And David, My servant, shall be 
king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. They 
shall also walk in My judgments and observe My statutes and 
do them. 

We discussed that in another place. This is not David resurrected, 
as I understand it, but it is the greater David, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Notice, they will have one shepherd, which means that not 
the Lord Jesus and the resurrected David will be shepherd over them, 
but only the one, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is a word about the land in verse 25 : Then they shall dwell 
upon the land that I have given to Jacob, My servant, where 
your fathers dwelt, and they shall dwell on it and their sons 
and their sons' sons forever. And My servant David shall be 
their prince forever. 

The person of David. In I Chronicles 17, the promise that God made 
to David, there is nothing about his being king or prince forever, 
another reason why I believe this is the Lord Jesus. 

The land that was "given to Jacob, My servant." We will look at that 
in detail in chapters 40 through 48. But it is a promise made here 
to the people of Israel. 

Verse 26 - a covenant of peace: I will make a covenant of peace 
with them and it shall be an everlasting covenant. And I 
will establish them and multiply them, and I will set My 
sanctuary in their midst forever. 

We looked at that covenant of peace in chapter 34. I remind you that 
in that covenant of peace there will be no wild beasts to trouble 
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them. There will be control of the weather - the early and latter 
rains. The land would be so productive that the sower would tell the 
reaper to get out of the way and the reaper would tell the sower to 
get out of the way. The land would become exceedingly productive. 
There would be peace among the nations, and now here is the addition¬ 
al factor that "My sanctuary" [the temple] will be in their midst 
forever. We will look at that in greater detail in chapters 40 
through 48. 

Verse 28 - the people: And the nations will know that I, the 
Lord, sanctify Israel when My sanctuary is in their midst 
forever. 

Verse 27 : I will be their God and they shall be My people. 

And so regathered bones from the valley, renewed by the Holy Spirit, 
made one nation rather than two, will belong to the Lord in those 
days. 

Two chapters which belong together - Ezekiel 38 and 39 - the invasion 
by Gog into the land of Israel. I have divided those up into seg¬ 
ments to simplify them. 

Ezekiel 38:1 . 2 : And the word of the Lord came to me saying, 

"Son of man, set your face against Gog of Magog, chief 
prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him and 
say, 'Thus says the Lord, "Behold, I am against you, 0 Gog, 
chief prince of Meshech and Tubal."’" 

There is a question of translation here. My Bible has, "against Gog 
of the land of Magog, and the prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal." 

What I say will not make too much difference, but according to Hebrew 
accents and some Hebrew grammarians, and according to the original, 
it probably would read better, "Son of man, set your face against Gog 
of Magog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against 
them." 

The identity of Gog - there are many opinions. I think I can sim¬ 
plify it, at least in my own viewpoint, by looking at chapter 38, 
verses 14 and 15.: Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to 
Gog, "Thus says the Lord God, 'On that day when My people 
Israel dwell safely, will you not know it? And you will 
come from your place out of the remotest parts of the north, 
many people with you, all of them riding on horses, a great 
company and a mighty army.’" 

Literally it says, "Come from your place out of the remotest parts of 
the north," or "from the far north." That settles it for me even 
though I can’t point to a particular nation. With a map in front of 
us we begin at Israel and go as far north as we can and we come to 
Russia and the territories that surround it. I have no problem in 
identifying Russia or its associates with the invasion that will take 
place at this time. 
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That is also in chapter 39 verse 2 : I will turn you around and 
lead you on and cause you to come from the remotest part of 
the north and will bring you against the mountains of Israel. 

So we can call it Russia because we have no better name at this 
point. I believe it is that particular territory that is involved 
in the invasion of Israel at that time. 

The associates of Gog. In chapter 38. verse 5.: Persia [Iran of 
today, and in the news this last week Russia is continuing 
to sell nuclear armaments to Iran]; Ethiopia; Libya [we know 
about Libya and their rebellion]; all of them with shield and 
helmet; Gomer [that is not Germany - it is now part of Russia 
and Turkey]; the house of Togarmah from the remotest parts 
of the north. 

A lot of those nations in that area at the present time have no use 
for Israel - Iran (or Persia), Ethiopia, Libya, and Gomer, Togarmah 
Those will be associated with "Russia" in this invasion of the land 
of Israel. I suspect that the Muslim world will also have a very 
important part to play in this end-time move against Israel. 

The purpose of the invasion. Chapter 38 . beginning at verse 8.: 
"After many days you will be visited. In the last of the 
years you will come into the land, brought back from the 
sword and gathered from many peoples on the mountains of 
Israel, which have been a continual waste, but he was 
brought out of the peoples and all of them shall dwell 
safely. And you [that is, Gog] will ascend and you will 
come like a storm covering the land like a cloud, you and 
all the troops and many peoples with you." 

Thus says the Lord God, "In that day it shall come to pass 
that thoughts will arise in your heart and you will devise 
an evil plan. [And here's the plan] You will say, 'I will 
go up to this land of unwalled villages [or open country], 

I will go to them that are at peace, who dwell safely, all 
of them dwelling without walls and having neither bars nor 
gates' -- to take plunder and to take booty and to turn your 
hand against the waste places that are again inhabited and 
on the people gathered from the nations who have acquired 
livestock and goods to dwell in the navel of the earth." 

The latter part of verse 13.: "Have you gathered your company to 
take booty, to carry away silver and gold, to take away 
livestock and goods, to take great plunder?" 

That is the purpose of the invasion. "We want what Israel has and 
we're going to move in to take it." Russia and a number of asso¬ 
ciates moving in on Israel to take a plunder. 

The opposition to the invasion. Chapter 38 verse 13 : Sheba and 

Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish and all their young lions 
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will say to you [that is, say to Gog], "Have you come to take 
plunder? Have you gathered your company to take booty?" 

Some will oppose the invasion but not very strongly, at least as I 
read it. They simply say, "You bad boys - what are you doing?" This 
is territory perhaps in the area of Yemen. "The merchants of Tar- 
shish" is hard to identify. Perhaps some of that refers to Britain - 
is the United States in there? There is a question of whether or not 
the United States is in existence at that time. I think they might 
be but will take a weak opposition to the invasion of Israel by Gog 
and his associates. 

The time of the invasion. Chapter 38 verse 8.: "After many days 
you will be visited. In the last of the years you will come 
into the land. ... and them that shall dwell securely." 

Verse 16 : "You will come up against My people Israel like a cloud 
to cover the land. It will be in the last of the days." 

Verse 11 : "You will say, 'I will go up against a land of open 
country. I will go to them that are at peace, who dwell 
safely.’" 

It seems to me that gives a suggestion of the time when Gog will 
enter into the land. I base that on Daniel 9:27. My preference for 
the pre-Tribulation pre-Mi11ennial position is evident here. The 
Tribulation period is seven years. Some believe this invasion will 
take place before the Tribulation period. Some believe it will take 
place right after the Tribulation period begins. Others believe it 
will take place in the latter half of the Tribulation period or at 
the end of the Tribulation. There is one mention of Gog at the end 
of the thousand years, and some believe this will take place at the 
end of the thousand years. 

At the end of the Gog in Revelation, fire comes down and destroys 
them. There are other events here, and therefore I believe this is 
a different invation and a different Gog from the one in Revelation. 
This says the people will be dwelling safely, or securely, in un¬ 
walled villages. That certainly is not true in Revelation. 

[Daniel 9 Prophecy attached.] 

The rapture of the Church takes place followed by a seven-year period 
of Tribulation, followed by a thousand years of the Millennium. 

There are different positions as to just when the invasion of Israel 
will occur. Some say it will be at the beginning of the Tribulation; 
some believe it will occur after the middle of the Tribulation or at 
the end of the Tribulation. And some even suggest that the invasion 
will take place at the end of the Millennium. 
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Turn to Revelation 20:7: "And when the thousand years are fin¬ 
ished [that is, the Millennium is over], Satan will be re¬ 
leased from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations 
which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog 
[the same terminology we have in Ezekiel 38 and 39], to gather 
them together to the battle, whose number is as the sand in 
the sea. And they went up on the breadth of the earth and 
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city." 

You can see why there would be some who would suggest that this inva¬ 
sion takes place at the end of the Millennial period. But, the last 
part of verse 9 settles it as far as I am concerned: "And fire came 
down from God out of the heaven and devoured them." 

You need to hold that thought until a little later on in the lesson, 
but notice the end of this Gog and Magog is fire coming down from 
God out of heaven. That is not the end of the Gog in Ezekiel 38 and 
39. 

In Ezekiel it says that Israel will be dwelling safely and be at 
rest. From what we know of other Scriptures, I see no indication 
that before the Rapture Israel is ever going to be at peace or at 
rest. Just read the newspaper headlines today, which fit in very 
well with the Scriptures. In the Tribulation, especially the latter 
half, the Scripture calls it the "time of Jacob's trouble," when the 
Antichrist turns against the twelve tribes. Therefore, they certain¬ 
ly are not at rest and dwelling safely. 

To determine the time of Gog and Magog in Ezekiel, turn to Daniel 9 - 
the seventy weeks of Daniel. Begin at verse 24: "Seventy weeks 
[or more literally seventy sevens] are determined upon your 
people [that is Israel] and upon your holy city [that is 
Jerusalem] to finish the transgression, to set up the end 
of sins, to make a reconciliation for iniquity ...." 

These seventy sevens deal with the people of Israel and the city of 
Jerusalem. Notice the timing. The sevens are sevens of years. They 
might be sevens of days, sevens of months, etc. But there is proof 
within the text that those are sevens of years. Reading now at 
Daniel 9:25: "Know and understand that from the going forth of 
a word to restore and rebuild Jerusalem unto Messiah the 
Prince shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks [or seven 
sevens and sixty-two sevens]." 

From the command there to restore and rebuild Jerusalem. In Nehemiah 
chapter 2 we find a date for that. From the time stated in Nehemiah 
chapter 2 until Messiah the Prince will be seven plus sixty-two 
sevens, and those must therefore be years. We are dealing with 
sevens of years. 

In Daniel 9:26: And after the sixty-two weeks [not "after 

sixty-two weeks" - the definite article must be in there - 
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it says "seven" then "sixty-two" and then "after the sixty- 
two weeks," which makes it after a total of sixty-nine weeks]. 

Q. The seven weeks come first and then sixty-two? 

A. The seven weeks come first - they have to do with the restoration 
of the city of Jerusalem. In verse 25: "Know and understand 
that from the going forth of the word to restore and build Jeru¬ 
salem shall be seven weeks." It took approximately that long to 
take care of those things. Then there are sixty-two weeks. So 
the total of sixty-nine weeks of years brings us down to Messiah 
the Prince. "And after the sixty-two weeks" Messiah is cut off. 

On the occasion when Christ rode into the city of Jerusalem in the 
triumphal entry. He paused just as He came over the Mount of Olives. 
From the Mount of Olives toward the west is the Kidron Valley and 
a beautiful panorama of the walled city of Jerusalem. Jesus paused 
there and said, "Oh, Jerusalem, if you had known this, thy day, which 
belongs to thy peace." That was the day those sixty-nine weeks of 
years ended. There have been computations of that which we will not 
go into because I am working toward another bit of the verse. 

In verse 27 of Daniel chapter 9: And he shall make a firm covenant 
with the majority of the Jews for one seven. 

Who is the "he"? The Antichrist. At that point, the beginning of 
the seven-week period of years, the Antichrist makes a covenant with 
the Jews and they are permitted to build a temple. But (in verse 27) 
"in the middle of the week he shall cause to cease sacrifice and 
offering." And from that point on Israel has plenty of trouble. 

The only future period that I can see in which Israel will rest at 
peace is the first half of that seven-week period when they have a 
covenant with the Antichrist and before he breaks it. So the inva¬ 
sion of that Gog and Magog must take place some time near the begin¬ 
ning of that seven-week period. 

The outcome of the invasion - Ezekiel 38:18 : "And it shall come 
to pass in that day [the Hebrew repeats it, "in that day"] 
when Gog comes against the soil of Israel," says the Lord 
God, "that My fury shall arise in My nostrils, and in My 
jealousy, in the fire of My wrath I have spoken. Surely, 
in that day there shall be a great shaking upon the soil 
of Israel [a great earthquake]. Then shall tremble before 
Me the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens and the 
beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep 
upon the ground, and all men who are on the face of the 
ground. The mountains shall be thrown down, the steep 
places shall fall and every wall shall fall to the ground." 

Believe me, that is an earthquake that will take place. I will refer 
to that earthquake again in chapters 40 through 48 in connection with 
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the location of the temple and the city of Jerusalem during the 
Millennial period. 

Another thing happens. Notice verse 21 : "And I will call for a 
sword against Gog [that is, against him] throughout all My 
mountains," says the Lord. "Every man's sword will be against 
his brother." 

There will be a panic in which they will turn against each other. 

Then in verse 22 notice what else happens: "And I will enter into 
judgment with him [that is, with Gog] with pestilence and 
bloodshed. I will rain on him, on his troops, and on the 
many peoples who are with him, flooding rain, hailstones, 
fire, brimstone." 

There is a tremendous judgment in various aspects of what God will do 
to the nation of Gog and those who are with him. 

Q. When it says brimstone, what does that connote? 

A. It is the same as "erupt" in connection with Sodom and Gomorrah. 
It smells like sulphur. It is probably a burning ash or it 
could be lava. It is an eruption which could be lava or ash, 
and it smells like sulphur. 

Q. What is the difference between that and the one in Revelation 20 
where it says fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured 
them? 

A. There are also some further things which happen here when we come 
to chapter 39, which distinguish it from the one in Revelation. 

It is not just a question of fire. Besides that, it is not the 
correct time as I see it. 

Look at Ezekiel 39:9 and 10 : And the dwellers of the cities of 
Israel will go out and set on fire and burn the weapons, 
both the shield and buckler, the bows and arrows, and javelin 
and spear, and they shall burn them with fire seven years. 

And they will not take wood from the field nor cut down from 
the forest, for they will burn the weapons with fire and they 
will plunder those who plundered them. 

We have a problem here. Did Ezekiel have a limitation on his vocabu¬ 
lary so he would not have any way to express the modern armaments in 
existence today and therefore had to use the words in these verses? 
Several years ago I had an interesting insight into this. 

I was in a Bible conference in Pennsylvania and there was an old 
gentleman who came faithfully every night. He brought me an article 
of a new kind of material which is stronger than steel and yet can be 
burned. It is possible that something like that is involved in these 
verses because it says they will burn them in place of the wood of 
the forests. 
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C. I understood these verses to mean that instead of chopping down 
the forests for wood they would use the wood from these war 
implements. 

A. Yes. That is what I understand it to be. If I take it literally 
as Ezekiel has written, the armaments will be made out of mate¬ 
rials as strong as steel, or stronger, but which can be burned. 
And they will use those in place of the wood. 

In verse 11 and following: "And it will come to pass in that day 
that I will give Gog a place there, a grave in Israel, the 
valley of those who pass in front of the sea, and it will 
stop them that pass through. [There are various translations 
there, but I think that is best - "it will stop them that pass 
through"] and there they will bury Gog and all his multitude, 
and they will call it the Valley of Hamon Gog" [or the multi¬ 
tude of Gog]. For seven months the house of Israel will be 
burying them in order to cleanse the land." 

In other words, there was such a slaughter. At this point I mention 
that if fire came down and burned them all they would not be there 
for burial. 

Let's say there are one million of the House of Israel, leaving the 
women, children and some others at home. But if a million people of 
Israel bury two people a day, that makes two million dead bodies. 

They will work for seven months, each month with 180 working days, 
and in 180 working days they would bury 360 million people. And yet 
they are not quite finished. 

Notice in verse 14 : "And they will set apart men of continual 
employment, those who pass through the land and bury those 
bodies remaining on the face of the land to cleanse it. 

After the end of seven months they will search, and those 
who pass through the land and see a man's bones shall set 
up a marker by it till the buriers have buried it in the 
Valley of Hamon Gog. And the name of the city will also be 
a multitude of Hamonah [or the multitude of Gog]." 

After the seven months, those who pass through Israel and see some 
unburied bones will put up a marker so the ones who are burying ["men 
of continual employment"] will see that marker and will continue to 
bury them in the valley of Hamon Gog. 

C. That will go into the last three and a half years of the Tribu¬ 
lation period. 

A. Yes - which indicates that the invasion will take place at the 
beginning of the Tribulation. Gog goes down to defeat in chap¬ 
ters 38 and 39. 

C. It would indicate, the way things are going today, that the 

Muslims will be tied in with those who come down from the north. 
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A. Yes. The mention in verse 38:5 of Persia, Ethiopia and Libya and 
the uttermost parts of the north - the uttermost parts of the 
north are heavily Muslim at the present time. So Israel may be 
almost entirely surrounded by Muslims and they will all move in 
against Israel at one time. 

C. That excludes Asia. 

A. Yes, that excludes Asia. That is mentioned in the book of 
Revelation where the kings of the sunrising come across the 
Euphrates and it is dried up so those hordes can come through. 

I don't think they are involved in this particular invasion. 

A question from last week about Ezekiel 38:22 . where the judgment of 
the Lord upon Gog and Magog included hailstones, fire and brimstone. 

I took time to look it up and found that in Hebrew it has in it an 
idea of pitch or other inflammable materials, especially with a smell 
of sulphur. It is probably not lava. 

To reach the Red Rock City of Petra you usually go through Jordan. 
From Amman it is almost directly south and at the end of the Dead 
Sea you turn west. Shortly after you turn west you will be shown 
some fields that are covered with pitch. This is one of the reasons 
why archaeologists believe that Sodom and Gomorrah were located at 
the southern end of the Dead Sea, because the Scripture says, "And 
the Lord rained fire and brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah." It is 
this sort of material that the Lord will use in the judgment of Gog 
and Magog in Ezekiel 38:22. 

Then another question that was asked had to do with horses and horse¬ 
men in Ezekiel 38:4 : "And I will turn you around and put hooks in 
your jaws and bring you out and all your army, horses and horsemen, 
all of them clothed in full armor, a great company." Will there be 
horses and horsemen in the invasion? 

I could not find my documentation, but I have read that the northern 
countries above Israel have a tremendous number of horses and horse¬ 
men, each of them individually equipped so if they get cut off from 
the rest of the group they have enough provisions with them to sur¬ 
vive individually. 

At the close of chanter 39 there are some other things pertaining to 
the defeat of Gog and Magog. In 3 9:12 . "the house of Israel will be 
seven months burying the dead to cleanse the land." After that, in 
verse 14 . "they will set apart men of continual employment that will 
go through the land to bury the remaining on the face of the ground." 
I suggested a million people of Israel burying two bodies a day, over 
180 working days would bury at least 360 million dead bodies. Now 
the Lord gives them some help. 

Reading verses 17 through 20.: "And you, son of man," thus says 
the Lord, "speak to every bird of every wing and to every 
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beast of the field: 'Assemble yourselves and come, gather 
together from all sides to My sacrifice which I am sacrific¬ 
ing for you, a great sacrifice on the mountains of Israel, 
that you may eat may eat flesh, drink blood; you shall eat 
the flesh of the mighty, drink the blood of the princes of 
the earth, of rams and of lambs, of goats and of bulls, all 
of them fatlings of Bashan. 

And you shall eat fat until you are full and drink blood un¬ 
til you are drunk at My sacrifice which I have sacrificed for 
you. You shall be filled at My table with horse and rider, 
with mighty men and with all the men of war,' says the Lord 
God." 

In addition to the burying process that Israel will carry out, the 
Lord calls upon the birds and the beasts to eat of the flesh of those 
who are killed. Someone has called it the "fowl feast of the Lord." 
The close of the chapter predicts the final, complete return of 
Israel. 

Chapter 39:21 and following: "I will set My glory among the 

nations, and the nations shall see My judgment which I have 
executed and My hand which I have laid on them. And the 
house of Israel shall know that I am the Lord their God from 
that day and forward. And the Gentiles of the nations shall 
know that the house of Israel went into captivity for their 
iniquity because they were unfaithful to Me, and I hid My 
face from them and I gave them into the hand of their enemies, 
and they all fell by the sword. According to their unclean¬ 
ness and according to their transgressions I have dealt with 
them and have hidden My face from them. 

"Therefore," thus says the Lord God, "now I will bring back 
the captivity of Jacob and have mercy on the whole house 
of Israel. I will be jealous for My holy name after they 
shall bear their shame and all their unfaithfulness in 
which they were unfaithful against Me when they shall dwell 
safely in their own land and no one makes them afraid. 

"When I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered 
them out of their enemies' lands and I am sanctified in the 
sight of all the nations, then shall they know that I am 
the Lord their God who caused them to go into captivity 
among the nations and also brought them back [or gathered 
them] to their soil and have none of them any more in cap¬ 
tivity. And I will not hide My face from them any more for 
I shall have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel," 
says the Lord God. 

This will be at the end of the Tribulation period. In Matthew [which 
we have looked at before] the Lord sends out His angels and gathers 
His elect from the four corners back into the land. There will be a 
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total regathering of Israel into the land at the end of the Tribula¬ 
tion period. There are many going back now, but the return will not 
be completed until that time, and then they will indeed recognize the 
Lord as their Savior. 

Now we go into nine chapters that are somewhat puzzling to read 
because there are so many details. I believe these nine chapters are 
very important, and we shall look at the general idea. To do that I 
will begin by reading an excerpt from a conservative Jewish commen¬ 
tary, which gives their outlook on these chapters. 

The contents of the last nine chapters of the book are unique 
in prophetic literature. These chapters are unprecedented. 

They offer detailed laws which are to be given and to govern 
the temple, priests, king and subjects, land and people when 
the final redemption will have come about. An entire blue¬ 
print of a regenerated society rises up before the prophet's 
eyes at the time when the very idea of such a society must 
have seemed utterly remote. [You remember they were in Baby¬ 
lonian captivity.] 

Babylonian exiles were weeping because they were tired of the 
memories of the glorious Zion of the past. [You remember Psalm 
137: "By the rivers of Babylon we sat there and wept."] We 

can imagine how this prophecy galvanized them into a state of 
hope as it directed their thoughts to the glorious Zion of the 
future. Boundaries of time and space melt away in the ecstasy 
of prophecy. We could hardly conceive of a more exquisitely 
designed message of consolation than these final nine chapters 
of Ezekiel's prophecy, for they contain much more than the 
promise of a brighter future. 

They taught the exiles, who had viewed themselves as dry bones 
with no share in Israel's future [chapter 37] abandoned by God, 
cut off from the source of holiness [chapters 6 and 20], that, 
on the contrary, they and no other generation were the reposi¬ 
tory of Israel's future. As before their eyes a now and ever¬ 
lasting Jerusalem rose up, the exiles sitting near Babylon 
rivers learned that the song of God need not be completely 
stilled even while they were still on foreign soil. "Ah, 
shall we sing the songs of Zion on a foreign soil?" 

The conservative approach to these chapters, from a Jewish point of 
view, was a literal restoration: temple, king, priests, sacrifices, 
etc. 

A brief outline. 

Chapters 40 through 43 describe a new temple. You remember Moses had 
been shown the plans of the tabernacle, David had been given given 
the plans for the temple (I Chron. 28), and now Ezekiel is shown the 
plan for the future temple and its services. 
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I add here, by way of parentheses perhaps, the Millennium is not the 
end of God's program. It is only one stage to the end. At the end 
of the Millennium we will enter into the eternity of the future. 
Conditions at the end of the Millennium are not the eternal state 
from a premi11ennial point of view. These chapters [Ezek. 40-43] fit 
into the Millennial picture, not the time of the end. 

Chanters 44 through 46 describe the new worship: information on 
sacrifices, priesthood, and so on. Then in chapters 47 and 48 will 
be a new land: the arrangement of the twelve tribes, the location of 
Jerusalem, the place for the temple, the priests and the Levites. 

Ezekiel 40:1-5 [here we are introduced to a man with a line of flax 
and a measuring rod]: In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity, 
at the beginning of the year, on the tenth day of the month, 
in the fourteenth year after the city was struck, on that 
same day the hand of the Lord was upon me and He took me 
there. In visions of God He took me into the land of Israel, 
set me on a very high mountain, and on it toward the south 
was something like the structure of a city. And He took me 
there and, behold, there was a man whose appearance was 
like the appearance of bronze. He had a line of flax and 
a measuring rod in his hand, and he stood in the gate. 

And he said to me, "Son of man, look with your eyes and hear 
with your ears, and set your heart on everything I will show 
you, for you were brought here in order to show you. Declare 
to the house of Israel everything you see. 

And, behold, there was a wall all around the outside of that 
temple, and in the man's hand was a measuring rod, six 
cubits long, each being a cubit and a handbreadth, and he 
measured the width of the wall, structure one rod and the 
height one rod. 

This helping man is similar to the one Zechariah had. Zechariah had 
an angel who told him all he needed to know concerning the visions. 
Here is a man, probably an angel, who appeared with a measuring rod, 
verse 3, and a line of flax, verse 3. He uses that to measure - the 
details are in the following chapters. 

There is a question of how long is a cubit, and there are about half 
a dozen different answers. A cubit normally was from the elbow to 
the tip of the middle finger. But each person's measurement is 
different, and also in the handbreadth. There was no standard. 

Israel adopted some measurements, Egypt adopted some, and Babylon 
adopted some. One author I checked said that perhaps one of the 
cubits Israel used was the size of Moses' hand. That occurs with the 
building of the tabernacle. The size of the cubit has some bearing 
on how we look at the division of the land. 
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Apparently the measuring rod (verse 3) was for the shorter distances 
and the line of flax was used for the larger measurements. 

Information concerning the measuring rod is in verse 5: In the 

man's hand was a measuring rod six cubits long, each being a 
cubit and a handbreadth. And he measured .... 

Some sources I have checked present these following possible cubits: 
In the Jewish tradition there was the ordinary cubit, then there was 
one used for the building of the temple. There was the Egyptian 
royal cubit and the Egyptian short cubit. The Babylonians had three 
differ-ent cubits: one for gold work, one used in building, and one 
for land measurements. In order to interpret these chapters 
specifically we need to know which of those cubits were used. When 
the Lord comes. He will know which one is correct. I am not unduly 
concerned about the size of the cubit except for practical purposes. 

In the settlement of the tribes in the designated territory, if we 
use certain of the cubits (the regular Jewish one, or the Egyptian 
royal cubit), those measurements are too large to fit into the 
assigned area. So, for practical purposes, those cubits would be 
eliminated: the Egyptian royal cubit, the Egyptian short cubit and 
the Jewish large cubit. 

I have finally concluded, and I suggest to you, the use of the middle 
Babylonian cubit, which was fourteen and four-tenths inches, plus the 
handbreadth, so that the rod comes to 8.95 feet. That measurement 
would fit into the territory that is allotted to these tribes [of 
Israel]. 

There is a further problem. For example, in chapter 42, verse 20, 
are we to read the word "cubit" or the word "rod"? If we read 
"cubit," then it concerns fourteen inches. If the word is "rod" or 
"reed," then it is eight feet. And that is quite a difference in 
the reading. 

I can't settle it exactly, but let us read beginning at verse 16.: 

He measured the east side with the measuring rod, five hundred 
rods by the measuring rod all around [it doesn't matter what 
he is measuring now]. ... He measured the north side, ... he 
measured the south side, ... he came around to the west side. 

... On all four sides it had a wall all around, five hundred 


Here some Bibles have "rods" or "reeds" (the same thing), and others 
have "cubits." It makes a great deal of difference whether it is 
rods or cubits. The word "cubit" or "rod" is not in the Hebrew. It 
lit-erally reads: "It had a wall all around five hundred long and 
five hundred wide." In the King James it reads "reeds" or "rods," 
but that is in italics to indicate it is not in the original Hebrew. 
In the New King James it reads "cubits," in italics. In the New 
International Version it is "cubits" without italics. For all 
practical purposes, in a Bible that uses italics it probably means 
"reeds" or "rods" rather than "cubits." 
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In chapter 42, it is an outer wall around the temple. Therefore, 
"cubits" is not a sufficient measurement for that purpose. 

Now, for the geography of the millennial land of Israel - chapter 47 . 

beginning with verse 13 - the division of the land: Thus says the 

Lord God, "These are the borders by which you shall divide 
the land as an inheritance. Among the twelve tribes of 
Israel Joseph shall have two portions. 

Jacob had twelve sons and one was Levi, whose tribe did not receive a 

portion. Also, Joseph as a son did not receive a portion, but 

Joseph's two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, each received a portion (see 
chapter 48: 5). 

Chapter 47:15 : This shall be the border of the land on the north, 
from the great sea .... 

Then in verse 16 Hamath is mentioned, and in verse 17 Damascus is 
mentioned. That is the north side of the allotment. In the Old 
Testament under David and Solomon they had conquered all that terri¬ 
tory, but the tribes never occupied it. Now that territory will be 
included and divided among the tribes. 

Verse 18 mentions Hauran (southeast of Damascus), along the Jordan on 
the east side down to the Dead Sea. This settles the question about 
the tribes at the time of Moses. Reuben, Gad and half the tribe of 
Manasseh settled on the east side [of the Jordan], which was permit¬ 
ted by God at that time. But no tribes will be settled on the east 
side of the Jordan during the millennial period. 

In verse 19 - the south side - "Meribah by Kadesh along the brook to 
the Great Sea." The brook is the Wadi El-Arish going out to the 
Mediterranean Sea at the south. [See attached map, from "The Bible 
Knowledge Commentary" by John E. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck.] 

Ezekiel 48:1 : These are the names of the tribes: from the northern 
end [or border - the last of the verse] Dan from the east to the west 
side. Verse 3 , Asher; verse 4., Naphtali; verse 5, Manasseh; verse 6 , 
Ephraim; verse 7., Reuben; and in verse 8., the border of Judah. 

In chapter 47., verse 14 . it says, "You shall inherit each man like 
his brother." In other words, each tribe is to have an equal area. 
They will measure that territory and give an equal amount to each 
tribe. 

Chapter 48:8 : by the border of Judah from the east side to the 
west shall be the district which you shall offer, twenty- 
five thousand rods in width, and in length the same as one 
of the other portions from the east side to the west, and 
with the sanctuary in the center of it. It is the district 
that you shall offer apart for the Lord - twenty-five thou¬ 
sand rods in length and ten thousand in width. 
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This is a separate territory south of Judah that will be set off for 
the Lord. The map gives a little idea of it. The map is drawn on 
the basis of cubits rather than reeds, and that makes some little 
difference. 

Chapter 48 verses 8. and 20 specify the twenty-five thousand by 
twenty-five thousand. That is the entire district. In chapter 48 
verse 10 : And for these [that is for the priests] the holy dis¬ 
trict shall be on the north side twenty-five thousand and on 
the west side ten thousand; on the east ten thousand in width 
and on the south ten thousand. The sanctuary of the Lord 
shall be in the center of it. It shall be for the priests 
of the sons of Zadok, who are sanctified, who have kept My 
charge, who did not go astray. And it shall be a district 
of the land most holy by the border of the Levites. 

Verse 13: And along the border of the priests the Levites shall have 
an area, twenty-five thousand in length and ten thousand in 
width.... 

Then in verse 14 : They shall not sell nor exchange it.... 

In verse 10 there is an allotment for the priests - twenty-five 
thousand from east to west and ten thousand from north to south, and 
the sanctuary will be in the center. Then there is an area twenty- 
five thousand by ten thousand for the Levites. [See the map.] That 
leaves five thousand south of the priests' portion. 

Verse 15.: The five thousand cubits that remain ... shall be for 
general use for the city, for dwellings, and open common 
land. The city shall be in the center. [That is the 
city of Jerusalem.] 

At the present time the temple is located in the city of Jerusalem. 
During the Millennium the temple will be north of the city. 

C. To put this in perspective, it seems that this whole thing could 
be put in an area between Kissimmee and Miami [Florida] - about 
200 miles or so from top to bottom? 

A. Right, thank you. It will probably be a little more than that 
but not a whole lot. 

Continuing through chapters 40 through 48 of Ezekiel. I have pre¬ 
viously outlined the territory from the Mediterranean Sea to the area 
of Damascus, down by the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea as being the 
area in which the tribes of Israel would be settled during the Mil¬ 
lennial period. We have read some passages of Scripture relating to 
a number of the settlements of the tribes until we came to Judah. 

Then the passage interrupts itself by placing before us a territory 
that is set apart for the Lord. We will continue that passage in 
chapter 48. 
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Ezekiel 48;1-7 lead through the settlement of the tribes from Dan 
(verse 2) to Judah (verse 7). In verse &: And by the border of 

Judah from the east to the west shall be a district which you 
shall offer. 

Then in verse 20 : The entire district shall be twenty-five 
thousand rods by twenty-five thousand rods. 

That territory is divided into three sections: the district for the 
priests (verse 10) in the center of which (the last of verse 10) the 
sanctuary will be located; the territory given to the Levites (verse 
13), twenty-five thousand rods by ten thousand; leaving twenty-five 
thousand by five thousand rods for the area which includes the city. 

Reading verse 15.: The five thousand rods in width that remain 
in front of the twenty-five thousand shall be for general 
use for the city, for the dwellings, the open land, and the 
city shall be in the center. 

Verse 16 : These shall be the measurements of the city: the north 
side four thousand five hundred rods, the south side four 
thousand five hundred, the east side four thousand five 
hundred, and the west side four thousand five hundred. 

Verse 17 : The open land of the city shall be to the north two 

hundred and fifty rods, to the south two hundred and fifty, 
to the east two hundred and fifty, and to the west two 
hundred and fifty. 

The city and the territory surrounding it as open land. 

Then in verses 21 and 22 : The rest is for the prince, on one side 
and on the other the holy district and of the city's property, 
in front of the twenty-five thousand rods of the holy district 
as far as the eastern border and the western in front of the 
twenty-five thousand... . 

Does that sound confusing? Let me tell you what it is saying. 

We have twenty-five thousand rods for the holy allotment. The open 
territory beyond that allotment (west to the Mediterranean Sea and 
east to the Jordan River) from the border of Judah to the border of 
Benjamin (the next tribe to the south of the holy allotment, verse 
23) is for the prince. Who is the prince? He is the living leader 
of Israel during the time of the Millennium. He has sons and tasks 
to perform in the temple. 

To repeat verse 22 : Moreover, apart from the property of the 

Levites and the property of the city which are in the midst 
of that which belongs to the prince, the area between the 
border of Judah and the border of Benjamin shall belong to 
the prince. 


133 



EZEKIEL - Bishop 


We turn to the various views concerning the temple. In the past the 
temple has always been located within the city of Jerusalem. During 
the Millennium the city will be separate from the temple area, which 
involves some changes in the land. 

Turn to Zechariah 14, which deals with the return of the Lord all the 
way to the land - not the Rapture, but the Revelation of the Lord. 
Just as the two men in white clothing said to the disciples in Acts 
chapter 1, "... This same Jesus who was taken up from you ... shall 
so come in like manner as you have seen Him go ...," there will come 
a time when (in Zech. 14:4) our Lord's "feet will stand upon the 
Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount 
of Olives shall be split in two [or in the middle] from the east to 
the west, making a very large valley, and half of the mountain shall 
move toward the north and half of it toward the south." 

There are already geological fault lines in the Mount of Olives, so 
it won't take much to split it in half. It will be split in the 
middle from the east to the west, and it will move to the north and 
to the south in a radical way. In Zech. 14:10: "All the land shall 
be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimon." Geba is about six miles 
northeast of Jerusalem; Rimon is about thirty-three miles southwest 
of Jerusalem. "And Jerusalem shall be raised up and dwell in her 
place ..." and then it mentions areas of Jerusalem. 

Taking the measurements of the first part of verse 10, it means that 
when when the two parts of the Mount of Olives move, it will create a 
a plain of about forty miles on each side - in between the mountains, 
and the temple will be built north of the city of Jerusalem. 

Q. Re site of Dome of the Rock. 

A. This temple should not be confused with the temple that will be 
built during the Tribulation period. The temple during the 
Tribulation will most likely be built on the same spot as the 
present Dome of the Rock. 

Q. The place where the plain is between the Mount of Olives - will 
that be the place the Jews go to escape during the battle of 
Armageddon? 

A. In Zechariah 14, the last part of verse 4, "half of the mountain 
shall move toward the north and half toward the south." The 
answer is in verse 5: "And you shall flee by the valley of My 
mountains, for the mountain valley shall reach to Azal, and you 
shall flee as you fled before the earthquake in the days of 
Uzziah, king of Judah." That will make a way of escape for 
those who have been trapped in the city of Jerusalem during that 
final siege. 

Q. And they will find refuge in that particular area? 
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A. It doesn't say just where, but they will be able to get out of 
there. And remember, the Lord will come, and He will protect 
them at that point. My own opinion is that when the Lord comes 
He comes up from the south because the Scripture says that He 
will save the tribe of Judah first, and then He will stand on 
the Mount of Olives, so He will be able to deliver them through 
that valley. 

Q. Don't some teach that those Jews will escape to Petra? 

A. As I understand it, that happened in 70 A.D. I believe it is 
in Matthew 24 and 25 where there are two distinct movements, 
one when the temple is destroyed in 70 A.D., when many Jews 
escaped to Petra, then later, in connection with the Tribulation 
period where there is an escape, but I don't believe that 
involves Petra. 

Next time we will look at various views concerning this temple and 
the time it will take to build the temple. 

Ezekiel 40:3-5 - the man with a measuring line. He begins to measure 
a building - a temple. In chapter 41:4 there is the mention of the 
sanctuary and the most holy place. In verse .5 he measures the wall 
of the temple (6 cubits), "the width of each side chamber all around 
the temple was four cubits on every side." So there is a temple pre¬ 
sented in chapters 40 through 48. 

That temple and the enclosed wall measures at least seven-tenths 
of a mile on a side - a large building. The National Cathedral in 
Washington, D.C. on the lower level from one end to the other, I was 
told, measures a tenth of a mile. This temple is at least seven 
times that size. The reason is that the Lord will require all 
nations to come up from year to year to Jerusalem to worship and that 
space is needed to accommodate the crowds. But there are different 
views regarding this temple. 

The first one is that this temple was the one that was built by 
Solomon and destroyed in 586 A.D. by the Babylonians. The details 
of these chapters differ so much from the information concerning 
Solomon’s temple that it just cannot be the right view. 

The second view is this describes the temple built by Zerubbabel, 
after the Babylonian captivity. Again, the description doesn't begin 
to match that temple. 

Third, it is the temple the Jews should have built after the Babylo¬ 
nian captivity. In other words, they didn't build it but they should 
have. The language is more positive than that. And the geography at 
that time made it impossible because the land change had not taken 
place and the large plain was not there. 
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Fourth, the temple symbolizes the spiritual blessings of the Church 
Age. That reflects the principles of interpretation. Why all the 
detailed measurements if it should be spiritualized? The principle 
of literal interpretation just does not permit this view. 

The fifth view, and the one which I think is correct, is that this 
temple will be built in the Millennium. 

Ezekiel 43:10 : Son of man, describe the temple to the house of 

Israel that they may be ashamed of their iniquities, and let 
them measure the pattern. And if they are ashamed of all 
that they have done, make known to them the design of the 
temple and its arrangement, and its exits and its entrances, 
its entire design and all its ordinances and all its forms 
and all its laws. Write them down in their sight so that 
they may keep its whole design and all its ordinances and 
perform [or do] them. This is the law of the temple. The 
whole area surrounding the mountain is most holy. Behold, 
this is the instructions for the temple. 

The intent was that this temple was to be built at the proper time. 
Turn back to Ezekiel 37 beginning at verse 24 : And David, My 
servant, shall be king over them, and they shall all have 
one Shepherd [I suggested that was the Lord Jesus]. They 
shall also walk in My judgments and observe My statutes and 
do them. Then they shall dwell upon the land that I have 
given to Jacob, My servant, where your fathers dwelt, and 
they shall dwell on it, and their sons and their sons sons 
forever. And My servant David shall be their prince forever. 

Moreover, I will cut a covenant of peace with them. It shall 
be an everlasting covenant with them. [Now we're coming to 
the part I want.] And I will place them and multiply them, 
and I will set My sanctuary in their midst forever. And My 
dwelling place also shall be with them. And I will be their 
God and they shall be My people. [And in verse 28] And the 
nations shall know that I, the Lord, sanctify Israel when My 
sanctuary is in their midst forever. 

Those verses make it very clear that that temple will be built and 
will stand. But don't confuse this temple with the Tribulation 
temple. There are different locations - the Tribulation temple in 
Jerusalem and the Millennial temple in the new plain that is formed 
when the Lord comes. 

Q. Will the Tribulation temple be built before or after the 
invasion from the north? 

A. I don't think there is any way that I am able to answer that 
question. 

C. If they are dwelling securely it seems they would have a place 
to worship. 
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A. Yes, it is possible that they have the temple, but the Scripture 
just doesn't, as far as I know, give us the time element. 

Q. Then the armies from the north do not reach Jerusalem to 
destroy that temple. Is that correct? 

A. My answer is, no, they do not. The temple is still standing 
in the middle of the Tribulation period when the Antichrist 
sets himself up as the Abomination of Desolations. In fact 
many of the invading forces are slain before they get that 
far into the land. 

What happens to the Tribulation temple? I can only guess. I suggest 
that when those land changes take place, if the temple is still there 
it will apparently be destroyed at that time, with the tremendous 
convulsion of the land in forming that new plain. 

As you read through Ezekiel 40 through 48, there are so many details 
they are very hard to assemble. Therefore, scholars come up with 
different ideas as to what the temple should look like. An example 
is trying to describe the tabernacle in the Pentateuch, because there 
are certain details the Scripture just does not give. Did it have a 
pointed roof or a flat roof? It can't be settled from the descrip¬ 
tion. But we know they built the tabernacle and used it. 

In addition to that, Jewish tradition says that when Elijah comes 
(Malachi 4:5) he will tell them how to build the temple. Look at 
Zechariah 6:12: And speak to him saying, "Thus says the Lord 
of Hosts saying, 'Behold the Man whose name is the Branch 
[that's the Lord]. From His place He shall branch out, and 
He [that is the Lord] shall build the temple of the Lord. 

And He shall bear the honor; He shall sit and rule on His 
throne; He shall be a priest on His throne; and the counsel 
of peace shall be be between them both [that is, the offices 
of priest and king]. 

In verse 13 it says that He, the Lord, shall build the temple. If no 
one else knows exactly how it should be done, the Lord Himself will 
be there and will give the final instructions. 

The following is a study from excerpts of items of special interest 
in Ezekiel 40 through 48. 

The seventieth week of Daniel chapter 9 has yet to be fulfilled. 

That period begins with the Antichrist making a firm covenant with 
the majority of the Jews for one seven-year period. Daniel tells 
us that in the middle of that seven-year period the Antichrist causes 
the "sacrifice and oblation to cease." 

This tells us two things: there is a temple, with sacrifices, in the 
Tribulation period and in the middle of that period he causes the 
sacrifices to cease, leaving three and a half years. In Revelation 
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11:2 we find that those three and a half years are equivalent to 
forty-two months. In Revelation 12:6 those years are equivalent to 
1,260 days. This is the figure we need to answer the question of 
when the new temple will be built. 

Q. Did they have the same calendar as we have? 

A. They didn't have the Gregorian calendar of 365—1/4 days. But 
for the prophetic year they did have twelve months of 30 days 
each. In the present-day Jewish calendar they use the 30-day 
month and, in order to bring it into balance with the traveling 
of the earth and the sun, every so many years they add an extra 
month and sometimes two months. 

The prophetic calendar has three and a half years, or forty-two 
months or twelve hundred sixty days - the last three and a half years 
of the seventy weeks of Daniel. 

In Daniel 12:11: And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken 
away and the abomination of desolation is set up there shall 
be one thousand two hundred and ninety days. 

The time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, we're told in Daniel 
9, is in the middle of the week. So Daniel is counting from that 
middle of the week, but twelve hundred and ninety days (chapter 12 
verse 11). That leaves an extra thirty days beyond the close of the 
seventieth week. 

Another reference in Daniel 12, verse 12: Blessed is he who waits 
and comes to the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five 
days. But you [Daniel - masculine singular in the Hebrew], 
go to the end, for you [Daniel] shall rest and you will arise 
to your inheritance at the end of the days. [At the end of 
those thirteen hundred and thirty-five days.] 

In addition to a twelve hundred and ninety day period, there is also 
one of thirteen and thirty-five days - a difference of seventy-five 
days. Another reference - Daniel 8:13: And I heard a holy one 
speaking, and a holy one said to that certain one who was 
speaking, "How long will the vision be concerning the daily 
sacrifice and the transgression of desolation to give both 
the sanctuary and the host to be trampled under foot?" And 
he said, "Two thousand three hundred [that is, days] and the 
holy place [or the sanctuary] shall be cleansed [or vindicated 
from wrong]." 

In that passage we have two thousand three hundred days. Subtracting 
the twelve hundred sixty from the twenty-three hundred leaves ten 
hundred and forty days. At the end of that twenty-three hundred 
days, we are told that the holy place, which had been defiled by the 
abomination of desolation, will be cleansed. 
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There are three sections of time which overlap the close of the 
Tribulation period - a thirty-day period, a seventy-five-day period, 
and a ten-hundred-forty-day period. What takes place during those 
times? 

I am not sure it can be determined exactly what events occur during 
each of those time periods. But I can suggest what takes place 
during the total of those extra days. 

We know that at the end of the Tribulation period, sometime within 
this thirty and seventy-five day period, the Lord sends His angels 
and gathers the rest of Israel back into the land - those that had 
not yet been gathered in. That is according to Matthew's Gospel, 
chapter 25. We also know, from Ezekiel chapter 20, that when He 
brings the people back He gathers them into the wilderness and sepa¬ 
rates the rebels from among them, so that only believing Israel is 
back in the land and unbelieving Israel is cast out. 

Also in that time, from Matthew chapter 25 (the sheep and the goats), 
we know that the Lord gathers the Gentile nations and judges them, so 
that the unsaved of the Gentile nations are also weeded out and only 
the saved enter the Millennial period. The Lord begins the Millen¬ 
nium with only saved living people. The unbelievers at that time 
receive their final judgment from the Lord. There are other judg¬ 
ments later. 

Back in Daniel 12 I want to clarify another thing that takes place 
during this period of time. Daniel 12:12: Happy [or blessed] is 
he who waits and comes to the one thousand three hundred and 
thirty-five days. But you [that is, Daniel] go to the end. 

For you shall rest and you will arise to your inheritance at 
the end of the days. 

Daniel is an Old Testament saint. This tells me that he, Daniel, and 
the Old Testament saints will be resurrected after the end of the 
Tribulation period and by the end of those thirteen hundred and 
thirty-five days. 

At the end of the Church Age when the Rapture takes place (I Thessa- 
lonians 4), that is the rapture of New Testament, Church Age believ¬ 
ers. The Old Testament saints are not resurrected at that time but 
await the end of the Tribulation period when the Lord is present. 

When will the Tribulation temple be completed? Sometime during the 
first three and one half years of the Tribulation. Return to the 
Daniel 8 passage beginning with verse 13 [page 117] - "two thousand 
three hundred days and the holy place shall be cleansed." 

The holy place is trampled under foot when the Antichrist breaks his 
covenant with the Jews in the middle of the week. So a temple has 
been built. He sets himself up in the temple and desecrates it 


139 



EZEKIEL - Bishop 


(after the first three and a half years). Then after the two thou¬ 
sand three hundred days the temple will be cleansed from the abomina¬ 
tion of desolation. That means ten hundred and forty days after the 
close of the Tribulation period. 

How is it cleansed? I suggest that it is at that point the Millen¬ 
nial temple will be completely built and in operation, so there is a 
purified temple with the Lord in it and sacrifices being made. 

There are so many details - I hope you will check them for yourself. 

In Ezekiel 39 we read concerning the burying of the dead from the 
tremendous slaughter when Gog and Magog invade Israel. Verse 12 : 

"And for seven months the house of Israel will be burying 
them in order to cleanse the land. And all the people of 
the land were burying ... and to them it will be known ... 
and on that day that I am glorified," says the Lord God. 

If (and I don't think there is much "if" about it) Gog and Magog 
invade very shortly after the beginning of the Tribulation period 
(because it is the only time they will be dwelling in safety), then 
for about seven months they will be burying the dead. After that, 
in verse 14, certain appointed ones will continue the search and 
burying. 

In Ezekiel 39:9 we have the weapons: And the dwellers that dwell 
in the cities of Israel will go out and set on fire and burn 
the weapons ... and they will make fires with them for seven 
years. 

That would begin with the defeat of Gog and Magog and continue into 
the extra days beyond the end of the Tribulation period. 

Two questions to deal with before the lesson in Ezekiel. One is with 
regard to the large numbers killed in one day. The other is concern¬ 
ing different views about future events. [See attachments.] 

We are dealing with the Millennial temple. Not the one built during 
the Tribulation period, but one that will be built in the early part 
of the Millennium. We have already dealt with the period of time. 

The Scripture indicates that there will be sacrifices in that new 
millennial temple. Some say those sacrifices are not literal but 
are figurative because Christ fulfilled the Old Testament system 
and therefore they must be interpreted spiritually and that literal 
sacrifices will not be offered. That is not my view, and I offer 
several reasons. 

The Old Testament sacrifices never did cleanse from sin, and these 
that will be offered in the millennial period will not either. "It 
is not possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins," 
Paul said in Hebrews 10:4. 
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These sacrifices will be memorial in nature, looking back to the 
work of Christ on the cross. You remember that now we partake of the 
Lord's Supper. The Apostle Paul reminded us, and the Scriptures also 
remind us, that the Lord's Supper does not detract from the work of 
Christ on the cross and that when Christ comes again that will end: 
"For as oft as you drink it do this in remembrance of Me until I 
come." When the Lord comes for His Church at the Rapture the Lord's 
Supper will no longer be observed because the Church will be taken 
out. 

The sacrifices that will be offered will be greatly different from 
the Old Testament sacrifices. Turn to Ezek 45:17 : Then it shall 
be the prince's part to give burnt offerings and grain offer¬ 
ings and drink offerings at the feasts, the New Moons and the 
Sabbaths and at all the appointed seasons.... 

This prince is the living head of Israel, and it doesn't say much 
about the individual believers coming and offering sacrifices. The 
prince will do that for them. 

Many believe that the sacrifices of Leviticus will be reinstituted 
during the Millennium. I do not find any biblical principle for 
that. The sacrificial system will be entirely different. I made a 
list of them, but I did not include Scripture references for all of 
them. 

There is no mention of the ark of the covenant (Jeremiah 3). Today 
there is quite a bit of excitement of locating the Ark of the Cove¬ 
nant. Jer. 3:14: "Return, 0 apostate sons," says the Lord, "for 
I am a husband to you. And I will take you one from a city 
and two from a family and I will bring you to Zion. And I 
will give you shepherds according to My heart and will feed 
you with knowledge and understanding. And it shall come to 
pass when you are multiplied and increased in the land in 
those days," says the Lord, [now here is what I'm after] "that 
they shall no more say 'the ark of the covenant of the Lord.' 

It shall not come to mind nor shall they remember it nor 
shall they make it any more, nor shall they miss it." 

To me, it is very clear that the ark of the covenant will have no 
place in the time of restored Israel. This does not mean there will 
not be one during the time of the Tribulation, but I am talking about 
the Millennium. 

There is no mercy seat, no tables of the law, no pot of manna, no 
Aaron's rod, no high priest. There is no veil between the Holy Place 
and the Holy of Holies, no cherubim, no golden candelstick, no day of 
atonement as in Leviticus chapter 16. There is no showbread, no 
altar of incense, no Pentecost as we know it, though there will be a 
Passover, but it is not the same Passover that they kept in the Old 
Testament time. 
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Turn to Ezekiel 45:21 : In the first month on the fourteenth day 

of the month you shall observe Passover, a feast of seven days. 
Unleavened bread shall be eaten. And on that day the prince 
shall prepare for himself and for all the people of the land 
a bull for a sin offering. 

The Passover in the Old Testament specified a lamb, and each family 
prepared a lamb for itself. Here the Passover will be kept by the 
prince, the living leader of Israel, who will prepare a bull for an 
offering at that time. There is a Passover, but it is not same in 
any sense as the Passover of the Old Testament. 

Then in verse 25 . the feast of tabernacles: In the seventh month 
on the fifteenth day of the month he shall do likewise for 
seven days according to the sin offering, the burnt offering, 
the grain offering and the oil. 

There it is the prince who does that. In Zechariah 14:16: And 
it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the 
nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year 
to year to worship the king, the Lord of hosts, and to keep 
the feast of tabernacles. 

Notice, that says that all the nations of the earth will go up to 
Jerusalem at the time of the feast of tabernacles. That is one 
reason why the outer court of the temple [of the Millennium] is so 
much larger than that of any of the previous temples. It will 
accommodate the tremendous throngs from all the nations who will come 
up to the feast of tabernacles. 

There are quite a number of regulations concerning the priests. Turn 
to Ezekiel 44 . In verse 9 they must be circumcised: Thus says 

the Lord God, "No son of a foreigner, uncircumcised in heart 
or uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter into My sanctuary of 
any of the sons of a foreigner who is among the children of 
Israel." 

Then there are only certain types of Levites who will be permitted to 
minister. Verses 10 and 11 : "And the Levites who went far away 

from Me when Israel went astray, who strayed away from Me 

after their idols, even they shall bear their iniquity. Yet 
they may be ministers in My sanctuary, overseers of the gates 
of the house and ministers of the house; they may slay the 
burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they may 
stand before them to minister to them because they ministered 
to them before the idols and because they sacrificed blood to 
the house of Israel. 

Therefore I have raised My hand against them and they shall 
bear their iniquity. [Verse .13] And they shall not come 
near Me to minister to Me as priests nor come near to any of 

the holy things nor into the most holy place, but they shall 

bear their shame and their abominations which they have 
committed." 


142 



EZEKIEL - Bishop 


In other words, their ministry will be restricted to certain activi¬ 
ties, and because they departed from the Lord in days gone by they 
will not be permitted to enter into full service. Who, then, will 
permitted to minister? 

Notice verse 15 : "But the priests, the Levites, the sons of 

Zadok who kept the charge of My sanctuary when the children 
of Israel went astray from Me, they shall come near Me to 
minister to Me and they shall stand before Me to offer Me 
the fat and the blood," says the Lord God. 

The line of Zadok will be permitted to minister fully before the 

Lord. That line of Zadok is a long, long study which I will not get 

into it. But I remind you that Aaron had four sons [Nadab, Abihu, 
Eleazer and Ithamar] and two of his four sons were killed because 
they offered unholy fire in the holy place. A son of Eleazer, called 
Phinehas, was very faithful, and the Lord promised to him an 
everlasting priesthood because of that faithfulness. At the time of 

David, Zadok, who was evidently in the line of Phinehas, was true to 

the Lord. When David had to flee, Zadok was on David's side. Zadok 
was on the side of Solomon when others tried put someone else in the 
kingship other than Solomon. So in the Millennium the sons of Zadok 
will be permitted to minister before the Lord. 

There are instructions concerning their garments. Verse 17 : And 

it shall be, whenever they enter the gates of the inner court, 
that they shall put on linen garments. No wool shall come upon 
them while they minister within the gates of the inner court 
or within the house. They shall have linen turbans on their 
head and linen trousers on their loins. They shall not clothe 
themselves with anything that causes sweat. When they go out 
to the outer court, to the outer court to the people, they shall 
take off their garments in which they minister, lay them in the 
holy chambers, and put on other garments. 

In verse 23 : And they shall teach My people the difference between 
the holy and the unholy and cause them to discern between the 
unclean and the clean. 

There are certain things that they will do or not do in the temple 
area, which illustrates that the house of the Lord should be holy. 
Sometimes I think there are things done in the house of the Lord that 
do not honor Him. That will not be true in the millennial period. 

In chapter 44:20 : They shall neither shave their heads nor let their 
hair grow long. But they shall keep their hair well trimmed. 

In Leviticus 21: The priests shall not make baldness on their heads 
nor shall they shave the edges of their beards nor make any 
cuttings in their flesh [that is, tattoos]. 
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I Corinthians 11:14: Does not even nature [that is, human nature] 
teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a dishonor to 
him. 

The priests in the millennial temple will not have long hair but 
shall keep it well trimmed. 

Q. What if they get bald through no fault of their own? 

A. That is something else. They did not make it that way. 

Q. Who determines how long hair should be? 

A. There is quite an argument about this. Paul in I Corinthians 
says, "Did not even nature itself [that is, human nature] tell 
you ..." The Roman emperors all had short hair. I don't 
think Christ had long hair. I'm not even sure He had a beard. 
This is my own opinion. Scripture says, "They plucked off My 
beard." But He had gone without shaving for a period of time. 

And we can't settle it and I can't find a direct verse of Scrip¬ 
ture on it. Each one must be convinced in his own mind. But 
Christ, who became in His ascension our high priest, I am sure 
does not have long hair. 

Marriage laws in verse 22 : They shall not take as wife a widow 
or a divorced woman, but take virgins of the descendants of 
the house of Israel or widows of priests. 

Certain duties, verse 23 : They shall teach My people the differ¬ 
ence between the holy and the unholy and cause them to dis¬ 
cern between the unclean and the clean. 

Part of the duty of the priests will be to teach. In Leviticus there 
were forty-eight Levitical cities spread over the nation of Israel. 
They served in the temple for a week and then went home. But when 
they were at home they were to circulate throughout the people and 
teach them the law. 

In verse 24 : In controversies they shall stand as judges. 

They shall keep My laws and My statutes in all my appointed 
meetings, and they shall hallow My Sabbaths. 

So they are to teach, and to judge, and to guard the laws of God. 

Ezekiel 47 - one that I find as a pleasant chapter. Some spiritual¬ 
ize these verses, but I do not. It seems to me that there is nothing 
in the passage to suggest that Ezekiel had anything but a literal 
river and its effects in mind when he wrote. For example, in verse 7. 
he mentions trees, in verse 11 he describes swamps and marshes, in 
verse 12 there are fruit trees, and in verse 10 there are geographi¬ 
cal locations. There are En Gedi and En Eglaim. We do not know 
where En Eglaim is but we know the location of En Gedi - on the 
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western side of the Dead Sea, one of the places David stayed when he 
fled, and it is a beautiful place with a waterfall. 

Ezekiel 47:1 : Then he [that is the fellow who was measuring for 
Ezekiel] brought me back to the door of the temple and, be¬ 
hold, water was coming out from under the threshold of the 
temple toward the east, for the front of the temple faced 
east, and the water came down from under the right side of 
the temple south of the altar. And he brought me up by way 
of the north gate and led me around to the outside of the 
outer gate, that faces east, and behold, water was trickling 
out on the right side. 

Just a little trickle that came out. The holy oblation was set 
apart, the Levites were given the northern section, the priests were 
given the center section, with the temple in the center of that, and 
to the south was the city of Jerusalem. And now Ezekiel sees some 
water coming out from the right side of the altar and going toward 
the east. There is an outer court, so he had to go around and come 
back to where the water was coming out. This is the during the 
Millennium. 

Verse 3.: And when the man went out to the east with a line in 

his hand, he measured a thousand cubits. And he brought me 
through the waters; the waters came to the ankles. [It is 
getting a little deeper.] 

I think that instead of walking alongside the stream and measuring, 
Ezekiel was walking in the water. 

Q. You say Ezekiel was having visions but the fulfillment will 
be literal. 

A. Yes. He is having a vision of what will be literal. This is 
a prophetic vision which will one day be reality. 

Ezekiel goes through the water a thousand cubits, or about eighteen 
hundred feet, and the water is up to the ankles. Verse 4: And 
he measured a thousand and brought me through the waters; 
the water came to the knees. And he measured a thousand 
and brought me through; the water came to the waist. [It 
is increasing in depth.] 

Verse .5: And he measured a thousand, and it was a river that I 

could not cross, for the water had risen, waters to swim in, 
a river that could not be crossed. 

Verse 6.: And he said to me, "Son of man, have you seen this?" 

Then he brought me and returned me to the bank of the river. 

And when I returned, behold, along the bank of the river 
there were many trees on this side and on the other. And 
he said to me, "These waters go out toward the eastern 
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region and go down into the Arabah [that is the depth of 
the valley in which the Dead Sea is located] and enter the 
sea. It is carried into the sea, and the waters are healed. 

You remember the Dead Sea is the lowest spot on Earth, twelve hundred 
and ninety-two feet below sea level. It has no outlet, and all the 
water of the Jordan River flows into it, and in the heat the waters 
are evaporated and leave nothing but salts. The ocean has about six 
percent salt. The Dead Sea has about twenty-six percent salt. 

Israel has taken advantage of that, and at the southern end of the 
Dead Sea they have built a large factory for extracting the various 
commercial salts that are in the Dead Sea. 

Here, as Ezekiel sees this sea, the waters are healed. They are no 
longer salty as they once were. This is a deduction, but it is be¬ 
lieved that as these waters flow out and into the Dead Sea they must 
also follow that valley which runs all the way down to the northern 
tip of the Red Sea, and therefore fresh water will flow through what 
was once the Dead Sea. 

Verse 9.: And it shall be that every living thing that moves 
wherever the rivers go will live. There will be a very 
great multitude of fish because these waters go there, for 
they will be healed. And everything will live wherever the 
rivers go. 

It is said that nothing lives in the Dead Sea. I read not too long 
ago that they thought they found a micro-micro-micro-organism that 
might be there. But now, when this takes place, those waters will be 
fresh and a multitude of fish will be in those fresh waters. 

Again in verse 9.: And it shall be that every living thing that 
moves wherever the rivers go. 

The translation should not be "river" but "rivers." Turn to Zechari- 
ah 14:8, where Zechariah mentions this river: And in that day 
it shall be that living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, 
half of them toward the eastern sea [the Dead Sea] and half 

of them toward the western sea. In both summer and winter it 

shall occur. And the Lord shall be king over all the earth. 

Notice, half of those waters go toward the eastern sea and half of 
them toward the western sea [the Mediterranean Sea]. That is why in 
Ezekiel 47:9 the rivers are in the plural. 

In the Hebrew there is a dual form of noun - things that come in 
pairs. That is the form used in Ezekiel 47:9, so there are two 

rivers. And Zechariah says they go through Jerusalem. I will re¬ 

construct it the way I think it possibly is. 

The waters go out from the temple down to the city of Jerusalem and 
then are divided, with some going to the Mediterranean Sea and the 
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other waters going to the Jordan Valley down through the Dead Sea and 
probably on down to the Red Sea. 

Verse 10 : It shall be that fishermen will stand by it from En Gedi 
to En Eglaim. They will be places for spreading their nets. 
Their fish will be after its kind as the fish of the Great 
Sea [the Mediterranean Sea] exceedingly many. But its swamps 
and marshes will not be healed. They will be given over for 
salt. 

In other words, there will be sections along the Dead Sea where there 
will still be some salt. 

Verse 12 : Along the bank of the river on this side and on that 

will grow every tree for food. Their leaves will not wither 
and their fruit will not fail. They will bear fruit every 
month because their waters flow from the sanctuary, and their 
fruit will be for food and their leaves for healing. [There 
will be a fruit of the month in the Millennial period.] 

Verse 13 : Thus says the Lord God, "These shall be the borders by 
which you shall divide the land as the inheritance among the 
twelve tribes of Israel. Joseph shall have two portions 
[that is Ephraim and Manasseh]. And you shall inherit each 
man like his brother." 

In the first seven verses of Ezekiel 48 we have traced the settlement 
of the tribes [during the Millennium] in the area north of the holy 
oblation. Now in verses 23 through 28 the remainder of the tribes 
are given their portions. 

In the last verse the city is measured all the way around, "and the 
name of the city from that day shall be, 'THE LORD IS THERE'." 

I have approached these lessons on a 1iteral-interpretation basis, 
recognizing that figures of speech are included. But literally, if 
it makes good sense I believe that is what God has said in His word. 

I trust these lessons will be of some benefit to you and will give 
you encouragement that the world is not out of control and that God 
has a plan which He will most certainly fulfill one of these days, 
perhaps very soon. 


Praver : Our Heavenly Father, we commit our lives unto You from this 

point on again, remembering that always we are called to faithfulness 
in serving and living for You. Thank you for the Word of God and for 
the Holy Spirit who teaches us from it; for the clear call of salva¬ 
tion by grace through faith alone in the Savior who on the cross 
cried, "It is finished." Thank You, too, for that day when He shall 
come even as He went, physically, literally, visibly, to finish the 
prophetic Word of God. Dismiss us now as we go in His precious name. 
Amen. 
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